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ПРЕДИСЛОВИЕ
Учебное пособие “English Stylistics in Exercises”
предназначено
для
студентов
образовательных
учреждений высшего профессионального образования,
получающих квалификацию (степень) выпускника –
бакалавр (45.03.02 Лингвистика, 44.03.05 Педагогическое
образование по профилю подготовки «Иностранные
языки») и магистр (45.04.02
Лингвистика, 44.04.01
Педагогическое образование по профилю подготовки
«Теория и методика преподавания иностранных языков и
культур»).
Цель данного учебного пособия заключается в
формировании
общекультурной
профессиональной
компетенции по применению на практике теоретических
знаний об основах стилистических особенностей
английского языка в соответствии с современным
состоянием науки о языке в его двух взаимосвязанных и
взаимодополнительных функциях – когнитивной и
коммуникативной. Студенты обучаются восприятию
высказывания как единого целого, а также правильному
пониманию его содержания, передаче своих впечатлений и
аргументированному обоснованию своей точки зрения, с
опорой на квалифицированный анализ стилистических
приемов и выразительных средств, использованных
автором.

4

Пособие создано на основе современного
аутентичного
языкового
материала
–
текстов
художественных произведений, созданных на рубеже 20 и
21 веков. При выборе литературных произведений
предпочтение отдавалось наиболее популярным книгам,
которые были признаны
«бестселлерами» в странах
изучаемого языка. Широкое признание в языковом
сообществе позволяет предположить, что данные тексты
наиболее точно передают особенности «живого»,
современного английского языка. Материал пособия был
апробирован автором в течение ряда лет в процессе
преподавания дисциплины «Стилистика английского
языка» студентам, обучающимися по направлениям
подготовки
«Лингвистика»
и
«Педагогическое
образование».
Структура пособия соответствует традиционной
структуре базовых учебников по стилистике английского
языка, рекомендованных Министерством образования и
науки Российской Федерации, и включает следующие
разделы:
лексическая
стилистика,
синтаксическая
стилистика,
упражнения
для
комплексного
стилистического анализа. В разделах «Упражнения на
повторение пройденного материала» представлены тесты,
позволяющие студенту оценить уровень владения
теоретическим
материалом
и
умения
адекватно
использовать его применительно к конкретному
англоязычному высказыванию.
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Для успешной работы с пособием студенты должны
владеть английским языком не ниже уровня В2-С1 (в
соответствии с общеевропейской шкалой).
Автор
выражает
глубокую
признательность
рецензентам пособия за ценные замечания и полезные
рекомендации.
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UNIT 1. LEXICAL EXPRESSIVE MEANS
AND STYLISTIC DEVICES
METAPHOR
Exercise 1. Analyze the trope structure in the following
examples of metaphor (the tenor – the vehicle – the ground).
What images are created by the metaphors?
1. “Sheʼs one of those indispensible battle-axes,” he
grimaced. (S.P.)
2. Then he cannibalized the canvas fly of the cooking hut,
cutting it up and whipping the raw edges to make a sling
seat. (W.S.)
3. What worried Langdon was what would happen after the
Grail map had been found. Leigh will become a huge
liability . (D.B.)
4. “Solly married a fireball, ”William explained. “Mrs.
Greenbourne loves to entertain, and her parties are the best
in London.” (K.F.)
5. She missed the quiet mornings on Thomas’ balcony,
sipping coffee and waiting for the French Quarter to shake
its cobwebs and come to life. (J.G.)
6. "Thank God," shivered Ron as they were enveloped by
warm, toffee-scented air. "Let's stay here all afternoon."
(J.K.R.)
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7. As twilight drowned and night swam down through the
rain, I walked to the northwest corner of the church
property, where two streets met. (D.K.)
8. She had parked herself between him and Ted. (M.H.C.)
9. He left his smile widen a little. Inside, the tension screwed
itself another notch. (S.K.)
10. Neither Liam Griffith, who was probably an OPR guy, nor
Ted Nash, CIA, knew how to wring a witness dry. (N.D.)
11. He would sit in an armchair in the darkness, watching the
tide of movement among patients and nurses in and out of
the wards and stockrooms. (M.O.)
12. Micky had trouble catching up. Panic bubbled up inside
him. (K.F.)
13. Tarranca is a rookie looking for a big name. He’s been
here less than a year and has become a thorn. (J.G.)
14. The media is a crowded marketplace. People are
bombarded by thousands of messages every minute. (M.C.)
15. Harry had pinned Mundungus against the wall of the pub
by the throat. Holding him fast with one hand, he pulled out
his wand. (J.K.R.)
16. In a daze she gathered her toiletries and dumped them in a
suitcase; <...> (L.H.)
17. Their relationship had evaporated in a single instant one
March night when she was twenty-two. (D.B.)
18. Hanover, New Hampshire, was a far cry from a dangerfilled metropolis, but a boy like Nash could find trouble
anywhere and so he was kept on a tight leash. (L.D.)
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19. Micky felt a stab of jealousy. (K.F.)
20. Parking on Beacon Hill was impossible in midsummer. In
winter, with plowed snow choking the narrow streets, it had
become unthinkable. (R.B.P.)
21. The muddiest waters of the Dandera river leaped from the
brink, and were miraculously transformed into curtains of
ethereal lacework as they fell. (W.S.)
22. She stepped away from the war. (M.O.)
23. Armed with their computer simulation, the police went
back to the wreck itself, where they now decided that it had
been monkeyed with. (M.C.)
24. Steve frowned over it, wishing that Paco would stop
needling him. (R.R.)
25. I switched mental gears to more immediate concerns.
(N.D.)
Exercise 2. Which examples given below may serve as
illustrations of genuine or trite metaphors?
1. Vittoria made Leonardo laugh, and he took her under his
wing, teaching her that beautiful things like rainbows and
the rivers had many explanations. (D.B.)
2. Rafael stood there, rage and humiliation burning through
him. (L.H.)
3. Federal Plaza is home to an alphabet soup of government
agencies, half of which collect taxes for the other half to
spend. (N.D.)
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4. While they talked, the sun slanted down the sky. (W.S.)
5. Harry had been wondering when his name was going to
crop up. (J.K.R.)
6. “You’re marrying him because he’s a nice guy?”
“I’m marrying him because my clock is ticking fast, and
he’s the nicest guy I have found who wants to marry me.”
(R.B.P.)
7. He killed the engine and stepped from the car. (J.G.)
8. When he felt he had milked every ounce of applause he
could drag out of the audience, he descended the steps from
the stage, followed by his entourage. (J.A.)
9. I think ‘best’ would be for you to have a Scotch and
unwind a little. (M.H.C.)
10. The wind sliced through suit and underwear and left me
gasping for air. (S.P.)
11. If Teddy had a fault it was that he was rather aimless.
Micky was just opposite. Perhaps some of his strength of
will would rub off on the Teddy. (K.F.)
12. Murderous fury more than terror cracked the dam of
adrenaline, flooding me with sudden strength, animal
determination. (D.K.)
13. The ditch ahead of her was half-filled with water and there
was a thin skin of ice across the surface. (W.S.)
14. They (hospitals) hold the remnants of war societies, small
moraines left by a vast glacier. (M.O.)

10

15. The members of Congress, the Supreme Court, and the
diplomatic corps resumed their seats, unaware of the
bombshell that was about to be dropped. (J.A.)
16. Now the fruits of all his efforts were about to fall into his
hands. (K.F.)
17. Tonight’s lecture – a slide show about pagan symbolism
hidden in the stones of Chartres Cathedral – had probably
ruffled some conservative feathers in the audience. (D.B.)
18. Then, when of course everyone has frozen so they don’t
miss anything, when every other sound in the room has
been eliminated, he drops his bomb. I’ll give that bastard
‘objectivity’. (L.D.)
19. The manufacturer, Dow Corning, was hounded out of
business after paying $3.2 billion, and juries awarded huge
cash payments to plaintiffs and their lawyers. (M.C.)
20. Stars were blossoming in the blackness. (J.K.R.)
21. The people in the story begin as seeds, become buds, and
blossom in ways that surprise the author, precisely as real
people frequently surprise them with their intentions and
capacities. (D.K.)
22. The rain peppered the aircraft. (J.G.)
23. When Leila made this place her hang-out, she put it on the
map. (M.H.C.)
24. I switched mental gears to more immediate concerns.
(N.D.)
25. His hook, the reason why Edinburgh philanthropists were
supposed to shell out for Dartmouth rather than for, say,
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Harvard or Yale, was that this was an Indian school,
founded to bring enlightenment to the heathen as well as to
the sons of up-country Anglo-Saxons. (L.D.)
Exercise 3. Analyze the sustained metaphors below. What
simple metaphors were used to create the central image?
1. “The disintegration of rational society started in the drift
from hearth and family; the solution must be a drift back.”
I had a disturbing feeling that getting back to where we had
been would require more than drifting. We would need to
swim with all the strength and perseverance we possessed,
and the journey was likely to be upstream all the way.
(D.K.)
2. The laws of physics are the canvas God laid down on
which to paint his masterpiece. (D.B.)
3. There were still many gaps in the translation and many
areas where they were uncertain whether or not they had
captured the true meaning, but they had laid out the bones
of the manuscript in such order that they were able to
discern the outline of the creature it represented. (W.S.)
4. <...> Dr. Elliot Levin, her long time psychiatrist, Levin had
been holding her hand for ten years. He was the architect
who’d figured out the pieces and helped her put the puzzle
back together. (J.G.)
5. And then she fell asleep in Richardʼs arms, and in her
dreams returned to France and was a young girl of sixteen

12

again, standing tiptoe at the threshold of life with her arms
eagerly outstretched to embrace all experiences that lay in
wait for her. (R.R.)
6. I’ve just returned from ten days in Bogota, and someone
down there was making sure that doors were not only
slammed in my face, but locked and bolted. (J.A.)
7. Although Harry much preferred this new laughing, joking
Ron to the moody, aggressive model he had been enduring
for the last few weeks, the improved Ron came at a heavy
price. Firstly, Harry had to put up with the frequent
presence of Lavender Brown, who seemed to regard any
moment that she was not kissing Ron as a moment wasted;
and secondly, Harry found himself once more the best
friend of two people who seemed unlikely ever to speak to
each other again. (J.K.R.)
8. His mind, that overtuned machine, was clicking along at
high speed, writing the script, always three or four lines
ahead enough to be safe, not enough to destroy hot
spontaneity. (S.K.)
9. And these mighty, magnificent trees will be a memory, a
postcard from the past, a snapshot of man’s inhumanity to
the natural world. (M.C.)
10. Vittoria turned away. Everything was happening so fast.
Outside the window, in the settling dark, the raw
magnetism of human tragedy seemed to be sucking people
toward Vatican City. The crowd in the square thickened
almost by the instant. Pedestrians streamed toward them
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while a new batch of media personnel unloaded vans and
staked their claim in St. Peter’s Square. (D.B.)
11. Nahoot Giddabi ran full into von Schiller around a corner
of the maze, and in a peculiar way the old man’s presence
even though he was of no conceivable value in this crisis,
steadied him and kept at bay the panic that threatened at
any moment to boil over and overwhelm him. (W.S.)
12. Sleep was a magic cave, an underwater place too deep for
dreams. <…> I didn’t surface completely for a very long
time. Then slowly, like a diver avoiding the bends, I circled
upward, shedding the dark and humming weight of
unconsciousness, clearing my head. I think I went back
down several times, sank with a sudden outstretched
nervelessness, before there was a jolt, a small shock, as if
the dark line of oxygen had crimpled. (L.D.)
13. By now, of course, the hook was in John Corey’s mouth,
and Kate Mayfield was reeling the fish in slowly. I think
this is how I got married, both times. (N.D.)
14. Offering herself as bait would work only if someone was
watching the trap, otherwise the bait was just a meal. (L.H.)
15. He could taste the beer. The slide was beginning. A chink
in the armor. A crack in the dam. A rumbling in the
mountain of resolve he’d built the last four months with
Sergio. (J.G.)
16. Lennox arrived two hours later, with mud on his boots.
She knew the delay was his way of showing he was not
obliged to jump when she whistled. (K.F.)
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17. War had broken out in St. Peter’s Square.
The piazza had exploded into a frenzy of aggression. Media
trucks skidded into place like assault vehicles claiming
beachheads. Reporters unfurled high-tech electronics like
soldiers arming for battle. All around the perimeter of the
square, networks jockeyed for position as they raced to
erect the newest weapon in media wars – flat-screen
displays. (D.B.)
18. My theory of detection resembles Julia Child's approach to
cooking: Grab a lot of ingredients from the shelves, put
them in a pot and stir, and see what happens. (S.P.)
19. But he didn’t want the Lincolns to know they were being
tailed, and getting spooky on him. He was the only one he
trusted to do an undiscovered tail. He couldn’t cover them
all the time. (R.B.P.)
20. But the wind was knocked out of me, as if I’d been
tumbled to the floor of the sea by a foaming breaker. I tried
to climb out of it, to swim from it again, but wave upon
wave crested, broke, and dashed me onto the hospital bed. I
was like a drowning person with but one point of reference:
Racine, his strong grip that a part of me focused upon and
clasped with hope. (L.D.)
21. I’d set the dragon loose and pointed it toward Ted Nash
and his friends, who were trying to get it back into the cage,
or kill it, or point it back toward me. Meanwhile the dragon
was snacking on Bud, Mark, and their families – but I
couldn’t concern myself with collateral damage. (N.D.)
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22. Young puppies and old gray dogs who ought to have
known better – oh, they all came up and crawled around her
skirts and whined and fawned when she whistled. (K.F.)
23. He whispers again, dragging the listening heart of the
young nurse beside him to wherever his mind is, into the
well of memory he kept plunging into during those months
before headed. (M.O.)
24. He couldnʼt yet take in what that meant, hadnʼt yet been
able to accept that ground beneath his feet had caved in and
he was clawing at air. (L.H.)
Exercise 4. Which extralinguistic situation is described by
means of metaphors in the following examples? What new
characteristics do the tenors acquire?
Example
1. Drea certainly wouldn't want any
press, and she would want to
keep any cops at bay, too, until
she had cooked up a suitable
story and felt able to handle them
(L.H.)
2. “But they also mule it. They’ve
got a small army of mules,
usually their minimum-wage
thugs and their girlfriends ... ”
(J.G.)
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Situation
1. Peaceful and quiet
atmosphere.

2. A harsh remark of
the interlocutor.

3. “We cannot afford to leave it too
long,” he told her. “Big rains are
due soon, and the hyenas have
got the scent and are crowding
in.’ (W.S.)
4. Vittoria felt his spear hit home.
(D.B.)
5. “I could chew her up and spit her
out on the stand”, Barlett said.
(M.H.C.)
6. Ted and I were doing our little
dance, each trying to figure out
who knew what, and who was
leading whom. (N.D.)
7. Madox had an old plane in the
early days, which he had shaved
to the essentials – the only
“extra” was the closed bubble of
cockpit, crucial for desert flights.
(M.O.)
8. Despite my heritage, a mixed
bag of New and Old Worlds, I
had other interests in life, and
besides, I had seen the
quincentenial of the discovery
coming from a long way off.
(L.D.)
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3. The way some
questions are asked.

4. Rivalsʼ behaviour.
5. The way a lawyer
interrogates a witness in
the court.
6. Confirming evidence.

7. Drug traffic.

8. A plane deprived of
all but the absolutely
necessary equipment.

9. He sat down in the middle pew
and closed his eyes, letting the
silence wash over him and calm
him. (L.H.)
10. Hugh was no great catch, but
from Lady Stalwothy’s point of
view he was not a disaster.
(K.F.)
11. If I find out that the CIA had
any involvement in that
assassination in Colombia, I’ll
hang Dexter out to dry. (J.A.)
12. He had screamed the last of his
rage on Granther’s porch, as he
cradled his daughter with the
dart sticking out of her neck.
There was no more rage left in
him. He had shot his wad. (S.K.)
13. If we can show them a
convincing record of rising sea
levels, we will be on very strong
ground. (M.C.)
14. I wonder what the boys in the
chop shop will do when they
strip it down and find all those
bugs. (J.G.)
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9. Character is trying to
get some time.

10. A stolen car is being
disassembled.

11.
An
person.

exhausted

12. A boyfriend who is
not very well-off.

13. Speakerʼs ancestors
were born in different
countries of Europe and
America.
14. Abnormal behavour
might be disclosed.

Exercise 5. Analyze the following examples of personification.
What human characteristics does the tenor ascribed in each
case?
1. The house looked like a Frank Lloyd Wright building with
a genetic malfunction – it had kept reproducing wings and
layers in all directions until someone gave it chemotherapy
and stopped the process. (S.P.)
2. Reality rushed in, wrapping a frosty grip around her.
(D.B.)
3. Subjected for so many centuries to primitive agricultural
methods and to the uncontrolled grazing of domestic herds,
the land had a thin impoverished look, and the bones of
rock showed through the thin red fleshing of earth. (W.S.)
4. “Now if you’re ready, Oysters dear, we can begin to feed,”
I addressed my plate. (L.D.)
5. Somehow, even now, prostrate in the shadows on the semi
submerged ledge, Cardinal Baggia retained an air of quiet
dignity. The water lapped softly across his chest, seeming
almost remorseful… as if asking forgiveness for being the
man’s ultimate killer <…> as if trying to cleanse the
scalded wound that bore its name. (D.B.)
6. Summer was creeping over the grounds around the castle;
sky and lake alike turned periwinkle blue and flowers large
as cabbages burst into bloom in the greenhouses. (J.K.R.)

19

7. These trees are the oldest living things on the planet; they
are the guardians of the Earth; they are wise; and they have
a message for us: Leave the planet alone. (M.C.)
8. The Grail is speaking to us across the centuries. She is
begging to be saved from the Priory’s folly. (D.B.)
9. The city had an appetite for coal that was never satisfied.
(K.F.)
10. Rosaires airship had been built twenty years before by a
company that tried to grow sugar cane under irrigation
from the Blue Nile. But Africa had wоn again and the
company had passed into oblivion, leaving this feeble
scrape mark on the plain as its epitaph. (W.S.)
11. Microphones were pressed upon him. Television cameras
came suddenly to life. (R.B.P.)
12. The air was shockingly cold, pinching his nostrils. (D.M.)
Exercise 6. Divide the sentences into examples of animation
(an inanimate tenor is endowed with characteristics peculiar of
both animals and human beings) and personification proper (an
inanimate tenor is endowed with characteristics peculiar of
human beings).
1. Someone had lit a fire in the room, and its orange glow
quarreled with the fading day light. (R.R.)
2. The Omega started only after severe grumbling. (S.P.)
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3. The world is alive, Ted. Things are constantly in flux.
Species are winning, losing, rising, falling, taking over,
being pushed back. (M.C.)
4. I can face this. I can face anything. I’m going to live. I’ll
survive. The company will survive. (S.Sh.)
5. Hоwever, according to Taita’s later account history had
cheated Pharaoh Mamose of this part of his treasure <...>
(W.S.)
6. There is a possibility, if we kill power to Vatican City, that
we can eliminate the background RF and create a clean
enough environment to get a reading on that canister’s
magnetic field. (D.B.)
7. Then lighting came to their aid. A flash, and they saw the
dense black growth of the riverbank not far away. (J.G.)
8. “Kill the lights and turn down the stereo,” I whispered, then
waited while he carried out my orders. (L.D.)
9. I’m referring to all of it, Ted. The whole speech. Sequoias
are sentinels and guardians of the planet? They have a
message for us? (M.C.)
10. The afternoon had fulfilled the morning’s promise.
(M.H.C.)
11. Collet had been trying to reach Sophie now for several
minutes. “Maybe her batteries are dead. Or her ringer’s
off.” (D.B.)
12. The beautiful songs of faith enter the air like arrows, one
minaret answering another, as if passing on a rumour of the
two of them as they walk through the cold morning air, the
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smell of charcoal and hemp already making the air
profound. Sinners in a holy city. (M.O.)
13. There was a loud clunk, a splutter, and the engine died
completely. (J.K.R.)
14. So, therefore, I wondered if the marriage would survive if I
took a job on a fishing boat while she was still hunting
terrorists. (N.D.)
15. Langdon’s better judgment had screamed at him to return
to Boston. Nonetheless, academic astonishment had
somehow vetoed prudence. (D.B.)

METONYMY
Exercise 7. What are the relations between the tenor and the
vehicle in the following examples of metonymy: container –
contained, material – object, settlement – residents, tool –
activity, author – creation, part – whole, company – goods,
firm – employees, science – specialist, symbol – symbolized,
attribute – object.
1. However, Ajaxʼs name caught my eye and I looked slowly
through the papers until I found three or four referring to
the insurance company. (S.P.)
2. I had a local FM station on, cranking out some Billy Joel
and Harry Chapin, who the manic DJ kept informing his
listening audience were Long Island boys. (N.D.)
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3. You reckon heʼs the top gun Prendergast was boasting
about hiring? (R.R.)
4. I married wealth and position, and that’s what I got. (K.F.)
5. The room was absolutely silent. (M.C.)
6. Josh placed a single thick file in front of him, and all eyes
were immediately upon it. (J.G.)
7. The treatment rooms were entered through these doors, and
treatments were spaced far enough apart so that guests
avoided encountering each other. (M.H.C.)
8. Music and Art always dragged at least one syllable in the
key word of each sentence, as if this practice alone
bestowed intellectual ballast. (L.D.)
9. “I smoke Chesterfields,” she said. (R.B.P.)
10. One bomb crater allowed moon and rain into the library
downstairs – where there was in one corner a permanently
soaked armchair. (M.O.)
11. After CNN tracked me down, I knew it wouldnʼt be long
before a lot of other journalists would be swarming around
me. (D.M.)
12. The wood was white and fibrous, light as cork. Under
Nicholas’s direction the axemen cut it into manageable
lengths. (W.S.)
13. She slid out of the full-length fox and folded it on the chair
across the table. (J.G.)
14. As eleven o'clock approached, the whole school started to
make its way down to the Quidditch stadium. (J.K.R.)
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15. They were completely absorbed in each other, without
eyes or ears for anything else in the world. (W.S.)
16. Lawrence realized that Dexter would know exactly what
he was up to, and he suspected that the legendary handbag
that never left her side lacked the lipstick, perfume, and
compact usually associated with her gender, and had
already recorded every syllable that had passed between
them. (J.A.)
17. The ponies were brought around by stable hands. (K.F.)
18. Christians and pagans began warring, and the conflict grew
to such proportions that it threatened to rend Rome in two.
(D.B.)
19. Alvirah tried to imitate the tone of her Tuesday job, Mrs.
Steven’s. A little hoity-toity but still friendly. (M.H.C.)
20. He knew these young men had neither the rank nor the
authority to question him. That would come later, and from
someone with a lot more braid on his lapels. (J.A.)
21. And between Ted Bradley and Ann, Drake had lots of eyes
and ears on that team as they progressed. (M.C.)
22. She had left the Renault standing in the sun in the Ministry
car park. (W.S.)
23. Earlier in the program an actor who had been famous in
the early 1950-s had told how God had saved him from the
bottle. (S.K.)
24. “Correct me if I’m wrong,” Humanitarian Biology,
feigning confusion, queried the artistic-looking young man
in a bomber jacket and wooden clogs, “but you have
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already attended one out-of-town meeting this school year.”
(L.D.)
25. “Yes. In fact, I’ve spent much of the last year writing the
draft for a book that deals with Mr. Saunière’s primary area
of expertise. I was looking forward to picking his brain.”
(D.B.)
Exercise 8. Which examples given below may serve as
illustrations of genuine or trite metonymies? What image do
they create?
1. I wondered if Landulf wrote anything since I googled him.
(D.K.)
2. Music and Art scanned the page. (L.D.)
3. But more important, her mother is one of the Savages. You
know, old Catholic money. (S.P.)
4. He took only sensational cases with lots of headlines and
cameras. (J.G.)
5. “I’ll have another glass,” said Enid. (H.D.)
6. It is an anonymous time, most of the city is going home.
(M.O.)
7. The small Negro with the mustache stood too. Then
everyone at his table stood. The woman in the too-tight
dress moved in front of Robinson and Burke. The people
from her table joined her. The people from Mustache’s
table joined them. (R.B.P.)
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8. The reddish glow of the service lighting sifted upward,
casting an unnatural smolder across a staggering collection
of Da Vincis, Titians, and Caravaggios that hung suspended
from ceiling cables. Still lifes, religious scenes, and
landscapes accompanied portraits of nobility and
politicians. (D.B.)
9. They toured the food markets of London, offering
themselves as porters for the baskets of wet fish, barrels of
wine, and bloody sides of beef the hungry city needed
every day; but there were too many men and not enough
work. (K.F.)
10. Famous faces greeted each other warmly, or nodded
distantly. (M.H.С.)
11. The moon is on him like skin, a sheaf of water. (M.O.)
12. The cotton tore in his grip and she was free, but not
quickly enough to escape the blade. (W.S.)
13. Wooden filing cabinets stood around the walls; from their
labels, Harry could see that they contained details of every
pupil Filch had ever punished. Fred and George Weasley
had an entire drawer to themselves. (J.K.R.)
14. Your ten o’clock appointment has been waiting in the
lobby for the past forty minutes. (J.A.)
15. Henry Cobb was dressed in a brisk white polo shirt, navy
blue tennis shorts, crew socks, and hi-tech Pumas. (L.D.)
16. There was a maritime museum, an oyster festival, an active
harbor, dozens of quaint little bed-and-breakfasts which
attracted city folks for long weekends. (J.G.)
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17. “When I go out,” he said, “the press asks me what’s up,
does this permit me to say we’re following to several
leads?” (R.B.P.)
18. When she caught his eye she inclined her head in
invitation. (W.S.)
19. Even at a modest sixty kilometers an hour, the dangling
front bumper of the armored truck grated against the
deserted suburban road with a grinding roar, spraying
sparks up onto the hood. (D.B.)
20. He took a deep breath, then his eyes softened and he
touched my cheek. (L.D.)
21. Yet the firm showed a surprising reluctance to fire her; she
had been there for years. (M.C.)
22. But this one caught my eye. (K.F.)
23. Keep your hands and face covered. Any exposed skin will
get frostbite in less than a minute. Five minutes, and you’re
in danger of losing anatomy. (M.С.)
24. The news that Colin Creevey had been attacked and was
now lying as though dead in the hospital wing had spread
through the entire school by Monday morning. (J.K.R.)
25. A mid-night BMW sits in the dot of traffic moving up the
East End’s commercial road. (H.D.)
Exercise 9. What kind of image is created thanks to
metonymy?
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1. She didn't have much; every stitch she owned fit into two
suitcases, and that included what makeup she'd bought,
which wasn't much. (L.H.)
2. Had the Swiss Guard not properly evacuated the building?
(D.B.)
3. “I am always here for you,” he whispered. “If anything has
happened to Sammy and you need a shoulder or an year ...
You know where to find me.” (M.H.C.)
4. I purchased madras swim trunks, two pairs of shorts, two
Egyptian cotton shirts, a lavender and a pink, and rather
complicated sandals – the thongs conjoined with a series of
decorative loops and hooks. (L.D.)
5. Jay knew that Lizzie had found him attractive, and he had
enjoyed bantering with her, but he had no thought of
capturing her heart. (K.F.)
6. The tabloids were there <in the court room> along with
local papers and all the important financial magazines.
(J.G.)
7. I don’t know how many celebrity trustees they have on
their letterhead. Or how many lawyers they keep on staff.
(M.C.)
8. Whenever summits are held around the world, Colombia
will once again be sitting at the conference table, not
reading about it in the press the following day. (J.A.)
9. “Prefects,” he rumbled, “lead your Houses back to the
dormitories immediately!” (J.K.R.)
10. There was classical blood in her face. (M.O.)
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11. As he slid underneath, the nape of his Harris tweed
snagged on the bottom of the grate, and he cracked the back
of his head on the iron. (D.B.)
12. I had pegged him as a part of my father’s generation, from
a time in which men knew next to nothing about the
plumbing of their children. (L.D.)
13. Evans paused. It was obvious he was being interrogated by
a fussy and precise legal mind. (M.C.)
14. Tony was wearing a navy pea coat and a grey turtleneck
sweater. Brianna had on fur. (R.B.P.)
15. “Watch your mouth ,” Roach said, “when you speak to
me.” (R.B.P.)
16. The hands were given their orders by Bill Sowerby and
Kobe. They were divided into three groups. (K.F.)
17. The district attorney wants Ted to get life. (M.H.C.)
18. “You got a smart mouth,” he said.
“I’m a smart guy.” (R.B.P.)
19. His finger was on the trigger and, even though it was a
puny weapon with which to take on a Kalashnikov, he was
ready to return fire. (W.S.)
20. And tonight, incredibly, the key to finding the Holy Grail
had walked right through his front door. (D.B.)
21. His eyes fell on Harry and then darted to the Kwikspell
envelope, which, Harry realized too late, was lying two feet
away from where it had started. (J.K.R.)
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22. Roger was not a Brahmin of the highest order, but the
money he came from was old enough to qualify him for
some sort of upper-caste status in Boston. (L.D.)
23. But with your record, the company’s certain to offer you a
large desk, civilized hours for a change, and maybe a longlegged secretary thrown in. (J.A.)
24. “Blood draws cameras,” Kenner said. (M.C.)
25. “It's the same all over,” said Mr. Borgin, in his oily voice.
“Wizard blood is counting for less everywhere – ” (J.K.R.)

IRONY
Exercise 10. Which lexical units acquire in the examples a
meaning quite the opposite to their primary dictionary
meaning? What stylistic effect is based on the interplay of the
contextual and primary meaning?
1. “What's unique about you is – you've never made a total ass
of yourself.”
“I'm working on it.” (D.K.)
2. The officer crouched at Langdon’s feet and began patting
him down, starting at his socks. Trusting guy , Langdon
thought. (D.B.)
3. You are speaking to the man who has paid unofficial and
uninvited visits to both those charming lads Gadaffi and
Saddam. (W.S.)
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4. The “boyfriend” – an absurd role for a full professor whose
curriculum vitae ran to eight modest, single-spaced pages.
(L.D.)
5. Josh was twelve years older, a very rich man, and his idea
of fun was to be at his desk at six-thirty on a Sunday
morning. (J.K.R.)
6. We’re good people. You know? We’re selfish, selfcentered, and pampered. But when the shit hits the fan,
we’re at our best. (N.D.)
7. However, the grown-up Lizzie Hallim was a pleasant
surprise, and not merely because she gave him a means of
tormenting his favored older brother. (K.F.)
8. Tell me about female solidarity after living with Mom and
Grandma for ten years. (L.D.)
9. They hurried up the street, the Grangers shaking with fright
and Mrs. Weasley beside herself with fury.
“A fine example to set for your children ... brawling in
public ... what Gilderoy Lockhart must've thought ...”
(J.K.R.)
10. Coltrane knew what she meant – from sleeping on the
hardwood floor, his neck felt as if heʼd been karatechopped. “You really know how to show a girl good time,”
Jennifer said. (D.M.)
11. It’s my privilege to propose a toast to two of my oldest
friends, Connor and Maggie. Over the years Connor
consistently proved to be the one man most likely to get me
into trouble. (J.A.)
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12. “I want you in my life.”
“Are you sure divorcing me is the best way to show that?”
(R.B.P.)
13. “You didn't tell us you weren't allowed to use magic
outside school," said Uncle Vernon, a mad gleam dancing
in his eyes. "Forgot to mention it ... Slipped your mind, I
daresay ...” (J.K.R.)
14. “Very generous of you, your Excellency.” Nicholas’s
voice was heavy with irony as he slipped the envelope into
his top pocket. (W.S.)
15. As he gazed out at the sea of weapons aimed at him, he
propped himself on his crutches and scratched his head.
“Simon, did I win the policemen’s lottery while I was
away?” He sounded more bewildered than concerned.
(D.B.)
16. The technician said, “So, will the show go back on the
air?”
“No, it’s been cancelled.”
“Why? I liked that show.”
“They should have consulted you,” Bradley said. (M.C.)
17. I’m on the Dr. Atkinson diet. Harvey Atkinson is a fat
dentist in Brooklyn whose philosophy is, “Eat what tastes
good, and clean your plate.” (N.D.)
18. In return for his good work, the children and wives had
called him a fag. And in return for a career of faithful
service, Mr. Phelon left him nothing. Not a cent. (J.G.)
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19. “I told him I thought his photographs at the exhibition
were ugly.”
“You certainly know how to win friends and influence
people.” (D.B.)
Exercise 11. What is the immediate context which enables you
to understand that there is irony in the examples?
1. “He disappeared. Nobody knows where to find him.”
“Great.” The word sounded like a curse. (D.M.)
2. The fire engines were drawing an exited crowd. What fun!
A midnight fire. (S.P.)
3. “We were late leaving Heathrow. Strike by French air
traffic control. The joys of international travel”, Nicholas
told him and then introduced Royan. (W.S.)
4. Glick’s assignment was simple. Insultingly simple. He was
to sit here waiting for a bunch of old farts to elect their next
chief old fart, then he was to step outside and record a
fifteen-second “live” spot with the Vatican as a backdrop.
Brilliant. (D.B.)
5. “Ordinary Wizarding Levels,” George explained, seeing
Harry's puzzled look. “Bill got twelve, too. If we're not
careful, we'll have another Head Boy in the family. I don't
think I could stand the shame.” (J.K.R.)
6. “Your wife told me you needed to come to your own
conclusions – that you were counter-suggestible, cynical,
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and skeptical of what anyone said, except what you
yourself concluded.”
“She’s a sweetheart.” (N.D.)
7. Then she married badly, like the rest of them. I guess they
inherited that talent from me. (J.G.)
8. Lady Morte came in, saying distantly: “What a lovely
surprise to see you at this time of day!” It was a reproof to
Augusta for calling before lunch. (J.G.)
9. “Listen, the book became bedside reading with British
Intelligence. Even I read it.”
“You read a book?”
“Thank you.” (M.O.)
10. “Well, hi,” he said to Cobb, who had ignored him. “Glad to
meet you, too.” (L.D.)
11. “Can you believe our luck?” said Ron miserably, bending
down to pick up Scabbers. “Of all the trees we could've hit,
we had to get one that hits back.” (J.K.R.)
12. Those are two beady-eyed bandits. ... I cannot imagine that
either of those beauties would have missed such an easy
trick. (W.S.)
13. “Are you hungry?”
“No, I’m stuffed,” Nate said. “I ate seven thin cookies nine
hours ago.” (J.G.)
14. I heard the pump of a spray, smelled an overpowering
herbal pungency.
“It smells disgusting.”
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“How nice of you to say so, Vivian, now that I’m totally
covered with it.”
He maintained silence for a long beat, then continues.
(L.D.)
15. “They cause a change in the electric potentials of the infracumulus strata.”
“I’m glad I asked,” Evans said. “That’s very clear.” (M.C.)
16. “Judging by your look of stunned disbelief, Harry did not
warn you that I was coming," said Dumbledore pleasantly.
"However, let us assume that you have invited me warmly
into your house. It is unwise to linger overlong on
doorsteps in these troubled times.” (D.B.)
Exercise 12. Which situations is described in the sentences?
Which lexical units acquire in the examples a meaning quite
the opposite to their primary dictionary meaning? What
stylistic affect is achieved?
Sentence
Situation
1. Von Schiller is formidable 1. The
event
is
very
character, and he has some
unpleasant.
charming lads working for
him. (W.S.)
2. Teabing shook his head. “If 2. The speakerʼs visit is not
we pull up now, by the time
welcomed.
we get clearance anywhere
else, our welcoming party will
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include army tanks.” (D.B.)
3. If you guys find me first, 3. The speaker works with
there’ll be a leak. Just a small
cruel and bloodthirsty
one. (J.G.)
people.
4. We try to give them a hearty 4. The speaker is seen in at
welcome. (W.S.)
the airport by severe,
unemotional people.
5. High atop the steps of the 5. We will resist with all our
Pyramid of Giza a young
might.
woman laughed and called
down to him. "Robert, hurry
up! I knew I should have
married a younger man!"
(W.S.)
6. My word, what an attractive 6. Iʼll tell everything I know.
alternative. All my life I have
waited for this moment.
(W.S.)
7. We get all kinds of smart 7. The wife is speaking to a
moths up here, okay. You’ll
spouse who is not very
get along much better if you
young.
keep your mouth shut. (J.G.)
8. “Welcome to Africa.” He 8. The people around us are
didn’t smile as he said it.
not very hearty and
(W.S.)
amiable.
9. That is a Pegasus truck parked 9. The person is characterized
there and, unless I am much
as ill-mannered, fond of
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mistaken, one of our visitors
saying nasty things.
is the charming laddie from
Abilen. (W.S.)
10. “I also have some second- 10. The speakers discuss the
hand socks and underpants,”
property which can be sold
Nicholas admitted. “Why
to pay off the debts.
don’t you list those also?”
(W.S.)

PUN AND ZEUGMA
Exercise 13. Define the cases of pun based on the interaction
of homonyms (homophones, homographs and homonyms
proper) and on the interaction of different meanings of a
polysemantic word. What stylistic effect is achieved thanks to
pun?
1. And later, Ginny was to tell herself that it was only
incipient hysteria that made her clutch at his arm, her voice
as sharp as her digging nails. (R.R.)
2. Working as an elevator operator has its ups and downs.
(J.A.)
3. Halfway to the bottom, a young man jogged by. His T-shirt
proclaimed the message: NO GUT, NO GLORY!
Langdon looked after him, mystified. “Gut?” (D.B.)
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4. You’ll find it best to stay in your cabin as much as possible
on the voyage, Mrs. J. Sailors are rough folk and the
weather is rougher. (K.F.)
5. “Who is Sarah?”
“Morton’s persona; secretary. His old assistant.”
“I’ve seen pictures of her,” Jennifer said. “She doesn’t look
very old.” (M.C.)
6. “He’s cool, isn’t he?” ‒ Grey said with admiration.
“Yeah, but his cool ass is now sitting deep in boiling
water.” (J.G.)
7. “You’re a bastard, Cap.”
“I can prove my parentage beyond a shadow of a doubt, “–
Cap said. (S.K.)
8. We drank quietly for several minutes. Few things go down
as easily as Cordon Bleu. (S.P.)
9. “Whoever wrote that note made a mistake. That column
isn’t Ionic. Ionic columns are uniform in width. That one’s
tapered. It’s Doric – the Greek counterpart. A common
mistake.”
Kohler did not smile. “The author meant it as a joke, Mr.
Langdon. Ionic means containing ions – electrically
charged particles. Most objects contain them.”
Langdon looked back at the column and groaned. (D.B.)
10. He reverted to his thuggish self and said, “Sometimes,
when we make mistakes, we have to bury our mistakes.”
(N.D.)
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11. “When they catch you … please, try not to give me up,
then I’ll have a chance to save us.”
“I won’t, be sure. Just don’t give up hoping, and believe me
– everything will be okay.” (J.G.)
12. “Keep your fingers crossed,” Evans said. “I’ve got
everything crossed.” (M.C.)
13. It (the car) had an insect problem. Full of bugs. Insect-free.
(J.G.)
14. “Come to think of it,” the detective had continued joking,
“cameras and guns both shoot people, donʼt they?” (D.M.)
15. “I’ve taken on extra work in this journal … Why the hell!
I have no time.”
“Don’t take on so.” (C.B.)
Exercise 14. What is the stylistic function of pun in the
following examples?
1. “Mr. Malfoy, what a pleasure to see you again,” said Mr.
Borgin in a voice as oily as his hair. (J.K.R.)
2. “So, Jeffrey Dahmer asks his mother over for lunch, and
she’s eating and says, ‘Jeffrey, I don’t like your friends.’
And he says, ’Well, then, just eat the vegetables.’”
“That’s disgusting.”
“Usually gets a laugh.” (N.D.)
3. “She works right under Balder, Ted.”
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4.

5.

6.

7.

“Well, I can understand that,” Bradley said, snickering. “I’d
like her working under me, too. But did you listen to her,
for God’s sake?” (M.C.)
“Were you with him when he jumped?”
“No. He jumped alone.” A fake laugh, then the smile
returned.
“I mean, were you in the room?” (J.G.)
“You've forgotten the magic word,” said Harry irritably.
The effect of this simple sentence on the rest of the family
was incredible: Dudley gasped and fell off his chair with a
crash that shook the whole kitchen; Mrs. Dursley gave a
small scream and clapped her hands to her mouth; Mr.
Dursley jumped to his feet, veins throbbing in his temples.
“I meant “please”!” said Harry quickly. “I didn't mean – ”
(J.K.R.)
“Papa!” she giggled, nuzzling close to him. “Ask me
what’s the matter!”
“But you look happy, sweetie. Why would I ask you what’s
the matter?”
“Just ask me.”
He shrugged. “What’s the matter?”
She immediately started laughing. “What’s the matter?
Everything is the matter! Rocks! Trees! Atoms! Even
anteaters! Everything is the matter!” (D.B.)
There were parents and grandparents, in-laws ... and, as in
every family, a few outlaws. (S.K.)
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8. It looked like I was getting off easy, but I smelled
something bad and it wasn’t just Stein’s cigar. (N.D.)
9. After he bought his two-year-old a felt pen, he was a
marked man. (A.V.)
10. He returned to his wife in the village of Marston Magna,
took only his favourite volume of Tolstoy, left all of his
compasses and maps to me. our affection left unspoken.
(M.O.)
11. And the hand that he placed around Lady Duckworth’s
girlish waist was clearly a hand that touched her without
weight, that held her without strength – if it held her at all.
(J.I.)
12. Fache was rumored to have invested his entire savings in
the technology craze a few years back and lost his shirt.
And Fache is a man who wears only the finest shirts. (D.B.)
13. “Before he left this world, he tracked her to Pantanal. I
have no idea how he did it.”
“He had the means.” (J.G.)
Exercise 15. Define the cases of zeugma based on the
interaction of homonyms (homophones, homographs and
homonyms proper) and on the interaction of different meanings
of a polysemantic word. What stylistic effect is achieved
thanks to zeugma?
1. The servants have gone and the need for discretion with
them. (R.R.)
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2. The darkness was overwhelming, both in the kitchen and in
her mind. (L.H.)
3. I wasnʼt sure Iʼd be able to handle either Roger or dinner,
let alone the combination of the two. (S.P.)
4. There are times when I want to lead a normal life; to not
carry a gun, a shield, and the responsibility. (N.D.)
5. A guy went to a costume party dressed as a knife, and he
really looked sharp. (A.V.)
6. She sensed, however, from the look on his face, that he was
more in shock than in thought. (D.B.)
7. Panting, he began to crawl, one hand out to feel the wall.
When its solidity abruptly ended in blackness, he drew in
both his breath and his hand, as if he expected something
nasty to snake out of the blackness and grab him. (S.K.)
8. A lamp flickered on. It was Hermione Granger, wearing a
pink bathrobe and a frown. (J.K.R.)
9. Mack had a tune on his lips and a spring in his step. (K.F.)
10. I cleared passport Control and Immigration quickly since I
wasn’t carrying anything except my overnight bag, a
diplomatic passport, and a concealed grudge. (N.D.)
11. Mrs. Weasley was clattering around, cooking breakfast a
little haphazardly, throwing dirty looks at her sons as she
threw sausages into the frying pan. (J.K.R.)
12. The three of them crossed the stone floor, picking their
way between the kneeling petitioners and pilgrims in their
rags and tatters, in their misery and their religious ecstasy.
(W.S.)
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13. I saw him yesterday. He was wearing a business suit and a
welcoming smile. (L.Ch.)
14. By the time we left the bar, I’d bought her story, as well as
her three drinks. (M.R.R.)
15. Paulette’s, a quaint French place in a white stucco
building, was noted for its wine list and desserts and the
gentle voice of the man at the Steinway. (J.G.)
16. Sophie glanced at Langdon, uncertain whether she’d
stepped back in time or into a nuthouse. (D.B.)

17. Jamie had started out from Klipdrift with a brisk step and a
light heart, … (W.S.)

EPITHET
Exercise 16. Define the structural type of the epithets in the
examples: simple (one root adjectives), compound (compound
adjectives) and phrase (a phrase or a sentence in the attributive
use). What stylistic effect is achieved thanks to the epithets?
1. We both remained silent for a while and stared at each
other. I love these macho-eyeballing contests, and I’m good
at them. (N.D.)
2. The camerlegno strode to the altar and turned to address the
thunderstruck audience. (D.B.)
3. And donʼt give me that ... that fishy-eyed look either, or
talk about secrets. (R.R.)
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4. There are rumors about a new Muggle Protection Act – no
doubt that flea-bitten, Muggle-loving fool Arthur Weasley
is behind it – (J.K.R.)
5. It was tedious, mind-deadening work. (J.A.)
6. Italy was worse than Africa, the clockwork fuzes
nightmarishly eccentric, the spring-activated mechanisms
different from German ones that units had been trained in.
(M.O.)
7. “You think he’s going to catch us? Him and his bumpkin
buddy?” (R.B.P.)
8. He took the remains of the brandy with him, clutching the
half – empty bottle in one clawed hand and tossing out
benedictions with the other. (W.S.)
9. One of my fanatics this term wouldn’t last long – he was
too sweet, too heart-on-his-sleeve, with the angel face and
white-blond curls of Art Garfunkel and the conviction that
he should attend a Lakota ceremonial gatherings. (L.D.)
10. Mattew Barr had never experienced a speed-boat before,
and after five hours of a bone-jarring voyage through the
ocean he was soaked and in pain. (J.G.)
11. The truth was that she had paid no more attention to NERF
or Morton’s other environmental interests than the job had
required. At least, until the son-of-a-bitch actor appeared on
the pages of People magazine with a young actress from his
TV show, and Sarah finally decided she had had enough,
erased the guy from her cell phone, and threw herself into
her work. (M.C.)
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12. The door was opened by Mrs. Finch, a mousy woman in
her forties. (K.F.)
13. He was a young, hard-hitting MBA. (S.P.)
14. “You know, you’ve been here almost half a year now,”
Pynchot said in an isn’t -it-amazing-how-the-time-flieswhen-you’re-having-a-good-time tone of mild surprise.
(S.K.)
15. Kate replied in a strained, darling-what-are-you-talkingabout tone, “There are no teams, John.” (N.D.)
16. “Lev,” he said, turning to another man who had remained
blindly loyal to him. (J.A.)
17. As Nicholas carried her bags up the stairs rip-saw snoring
came from behind the door of the bedroom on the second
landing, and she looked at Nicholas enquiringly. (W.S.)
18. The other lawyer was a small man with a narrow face and
a greying Vandyke beard. (R.B.P.)
19. They flagged a cab on Fifteenth, and enjoyed the crisp
autumn air rushing in the open windows. (J.G.)
20. His take-it-or-leave-it tone sounded false to Maisie. (K.F.)
21. It was after ten at night and he was dangerously tired.
(M.O.)
22. “Another first-thing-in-the-morning-to-last-thing-at-night
sort of day,” he was grumbling. (J.A.)
23. I could feel the logic of it, almost touch it, so I invented a
story to fit the evidence, to make sense – Grandma’s
favorite pull-the-rabbit-out-of-the-hat device, the trusty oral

45

tradition. Create a bridge between facts that somehow must
be related. (L.D.)
24. Langdon had once walked the Louvre’s entire perimeter,
an astonishing three mile journey. (D.B.)
25. Hermione gave him a “what-did-I-tell-you?” look over her
shoulder. (J.K.R.)
26. Short takeoff, large payload. It’s a workhorse aircraft.
Used for firefighting, all sorts of things. (M.C.)
Exercise 17. Which characteristic of the tenor is emphasized as
the most important in each of the described communicative
situations?
1. Between now and then, however, he had a gargantuan
number of tasks to accomplish. (L.H.)
2. The dead air felt thick, compressed under the flat leaden
sky. (D.K.)
3. “No, no,” he said in his mayonnaise voice. (S.P.)
4. The nuns called again, threatening that pneumonia might
make an insufferably headstrong child a lot less curious
about nature. (D.B.)
5. The ladies’ room was located beyond the image of a
tigerish and jaundiced Christ, who had chopped down his
own cross and still brandished the axe. (L.D.)
6. She nodded, blushing to the roots of her flaming hair, and
put her elbow in the butter dish. (J.K.R.)
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7. I was driving my gas-guzzling, politically incorrect eightcylinder Jeep Grand Cherokee eastbound on the Long
Island Expressway. (N.D.)
8. When she was alone she looked around the tiny chintzy
room with it its own doll’s house bathroom, and the double
bed that took up most of the floor area. (W.S.)
9. We’ll get her a fat government job with the Social Security
Administration anywhere you want. (J.G.)
10. Minutes later they were back outside. Evans blinked in the
milky midday light. (M. C.)
11. Earlier, when he had walked, his hands in his wet pockets,
there had been the manic movement of tanks and jeeps.
(M.O.)
12. As for Mitchell, he should have seen through that angelic
choirboy facade. (J.A.)
13. On all sides, towering bookcases burgeoned with volumes.
(D.B.)
14. And from what Harry could see of Professor McGonagall's
shadowy face, she didn't understand this any better than he
did. (J.K.R.)
15. She watched him carefully in the mirror next to the antique
color television and was free with her instructions. (J.G.)
16. The two of them ate with the gargantuan appetites of
physical laborers. (K.F.)
17. He could smell the man’s beery breath, hear him grunting.
(M.C.)
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18. It was hot in this brutal midday. There was no movement
of air to bring relief, and the stone walls of the valley
sucked up the heat of that awful sun and spewed it back
over them as they toiled up the steep gradients. (W.S.)
19. He pulled her into his thick grizzled embrace and said
“dear worm” again, and began the dancing lesson. (M.O.)
20. Kremlim watchers immediately knew that the speech
would be delivered word for word from a prepared text,
and there would be none of the off-the-cuff remarks for
which Zerimski had become notorious during his election
campaign. (J.A.)
21. The actor was bloodcurdlingly ugly, with a big nose, a
long double chin, and a slitted mouth set in a permanent
one-sided grimace. (K.F.)
22. The piano player was doing a delicate version of “Shine”,
his hands barely touching the keys. (R.B.P.)
23. The driver pulled out a handheld walkie-talkie and spoke
in rapidfire French. (D.B.)
24. What I notice second was her blond hair, deep blue eyes,
and Ivory Soap skin. (N.D.)
25. Any other man, Paco Davis thought – wisely keeping his
thoughts to himself – would have exhibited all the
symptoms of a towering rage. (R.R.)
Exercise 18. What stylistic effect is achieved by using epithets
in the sentences below?
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1. Sheʼd been cadaverously thin and ghostly pale. (L.H.)
2. You got some stout friends, buddy. (J.G.)
3. Because of Walbertʼs heavy jowls and the deep lines in his
hound-dog face, I doubted that he had used a straight razor,
<...> (D.K.)
4. “Yes.” Scott read and re-read the transcripts of the letters.
“Stinking business.” (M.H.C.)
5. <...> she almost choked on the words, angrily wishing her
telltale blushes gone <...> (R.R.)
6. Women shrieked and ululated, an eerie, blood-chilling
sound. (W.S.)
7. Harry enjoyed the breakneck journey down to the
Weasleysʼ vault, but felt dreadful, far worse than he had in
Knockturn Alley, when it was opened. (J.K.R.)
8. You’re a golden boy for the moment as a result of the Asad
Khalil case. (N.D.)
9. My feet were so chubby I couldn’t fit into high heels
anymore and had begun to wear sensible shoes, which look
ridiculous on a short, pear-shaped woman. (L.D.)
10. Unlike the waifish, cookiecutter blondes that adorned
Harvard dorm room walls, this woman was healthy with an
unembellished beauty and genuineness that radiated a
striking personal confidence. (D.B.)
11. He had met his passenger at the airport that morning, and
they had been driving at breakneck speed ever since.
(M.C.)
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12. Earlier when he had walked, his hands in his wet pockets,
there had been the manic movement of tanks and jeeps.
(M.O.)
13. He gave her and Gutenberg twenty-eight days to prove that
the agency wasn’t involved in Guzman’s assassination, and
to provide cast-iron proof of who did kill him. (J.A.)
14. He enjoyed he devil-may-care attitude and her rough
language and the wicked look in her eye. (K.F.)
15. <…> his second annoying habit was his thinly veiled
threats to terminate yours truly whenever I pissed him off,
which was often. (N.D.)
16. Now, at dawn, under the scarred trees in the half-bombed
gardens of the Villa San Girolamo, he takes a mouthful of
water from his canteen. (M.O.)
17. Now here was a mind-boggling fact: In the “legend” of
Saint Christopher, the kindly old porter carried the Christ
Child across the stream on his back. (L.D.)
18. Cash grinned suddenly. There was a wolfish quality to the
grin. (R.B.P.)
19. Their brand of do-it-yourself schoolboy spontaneity was
unsuited to the demands of modern media. (M.C.)
20. The iridescent waves lapped in lilac bands, then platinum,
as they caught the sun in glittering arcs. (L.D.)
21. Not completely in charge – all the Baron’s proposed
expenditures would be monitored by a hawk-eyed
accountant. (M.H.C.)
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22. The president looked around at those supporters who had
stood by him through the lean years, and were about to be
rewarded for their loyalty. (J.A.)
23. Teabing nodded, heaving a ponderous sigh. (D.B.)
24. He flashed a plastic smile at Lazarov and glared at his seat
in the window. (J.G.)
25. Jay felt a strange kind of satisfaction. The sacrosanct
Olive, whose portrait hung in the place of honor in the hall
of Jamisson Castle, was a murderess who should have been
hanged. (K.F.)
Exercise 19. What creates imagery in the sentences below?
1. She turned her thoughts to more pressing problems. (W.S.)
2. Langdon also knew that Raphael, like many other religious
artists, was a suspected closet atheist. (D.B.)
3. So, people with fertile imaginations call into existence, let’s
say, a stunning piece of evidence that has been lost or
hidden, but which, if found, will reveal the ultimate truth.
(N.D.)
4. Her firm was a wanna-be-with forty lawyers it wasn’t big
enough to attract blue-chip clients, but the leadership was
very ambitious. (J.G.)
5. Zerimski appeared disarmingly affable and friendly as he
was introduced to each new official: the defense secretary,
the commerce secretary, the national security advisor.
(J.A.)
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6. Snape prowled through the fumes, making waspish remarks
about the Gryffindors' work while the Slytherins sniggered
appreciatively. (J.K.R.)
7. By then Sarah had a suspicion, just as the third bolt hit the
car itself, a deafening crash and a sudden pressure that
made knife pains in her ears and a blast of white that
enveloped the car. (M.C.)
8. “I’ll thank you to say no more about Lady Jamisson, sir,”
he said frostily. (K.F.)
9. Violet’s peachy skin was completely free of stings. (L.D.)
10. Nate remembered the chief as a loud character with a
quick smile, a big laugh, and a trigger temper. (J.G.)
11. It drove icy thrills down Nicholas’s spine, so that he
shivered involuntarily. (W.S.)
12. He pulled her into his thick grizzled embrace and said
“dear worm” again, and began the dancing lesson. (M.O.)
13. He was faintly aware that he had not felt such intensity of
emotion in ten years. (S.K.)
14. I studied a recent color photograph of Mark and Jill
Winslow, taken at some black-tie affair, and you wouldn’t
know they were a couple. (N.D.)
15. The as-yet-unnamed man is being held in the notorious
Crucifix Prison in the center of St. Petersburg. (J.A.)
16. “I’m impressed,” she said. “I’ve said you were more the
flophouse type.” (R.B.P.)
17. “Be that as it may, fighting is against Hogwarts rules,
Hagrid,” said Snape silkily. (J.K.R.)
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18. So here we were, on the top of a hollow rock at the edge of
a skinny island, Hilda and Mom conferring on one side, and
Roger and I tongue-tied on the other. (L.D.)
19. Teabing had approached the BBC with a proposal for a
historical documentary in which he would expose the
explosive history of the Holy Grail to a mainstream
television audience. (D.B.)
20. He was in grave danger, and there was a chance Annie
would suffer too. (K.F.)
21. I have complete confidence in the forty brilliant men and
women who are assisting us in this ground-breaking case.
(M.C.)
22. Bermann and I talk to a snakelike mysterious old man in
the fortress of El Jof – in the stone hall that once had been
the library of the great Senussi sheik. (M.O.)
Exercise 20. Which of the epithets below are genuine and
which are trite?
1. Langdon watched Vittoria approach. She had obviously
been crying, her deep sable eyes filled with emotions
Langdon could not place. (D.B.)
2. They (the murals) were a jaw – dropping, nightmare
gallery: conquistadors and peasants, Aztecs and Jesuits.
(L.D.)
3. To Syd’s dismay, Scott’s now steely glance rested squarely
on Cheryl. (M.H.C.)
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4. Outside, in the milky afternoon sunlight, fatigue
overwhelmed him. (M.C.)
5. As suddenly as it had started, everything stopped. Harry lay
facedown on the stone-cold floor, listening to Myrtle
gurgling morosely in the end toilet. (J.K.R.)
6. The key word, which seemed to be missed by the dimwitted television news interviewer, was “accident.” (N.D.)
7. Rows of perfectly manicured shrubs and flowers
surrounded it. (J.G.)
8. They had been expecting this reunion, I knew, and had their
happily-married doubts about my sanity. (L.D.)
9. The abbot’s face was dead sooty black, the skin wrinkled
and riven with the deep etching of age. (W.S.)
10. Feeney’s lawyer was a husky dark-eyed woman named
Emily Frank and Drake was represented by a loud-voiced
man with a full white beard named Richard DeLuca.
(R.B.P.)
11. This bimbo lawyer couldn’t f...k around with Ted Bradley
and get away with it. (M.C.)
12. She reverted to her lady-of-the-manor tone and asked
curtly, “What does this have to do with why you’re here?”
(L.D.)
13. A staccato burst of gunshots shredded tree limbs. (D.M.)
14. The guards, cruelly it seemed, had stopped Kohler next to
a full-length gilded mirror. <…> Kohler stared a moment
into his own stony eyes. (D.B.)
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15. Not since I was an undergraduate have I witnessed such a
display of pissing pomposity. (L.D.)
16. They left the shade and made their way up the side of the
valley in the direct burning sunlight. (W.S.)
17. For Nate, the prospect of spending two weeks in a room
crowded with lawyers, grilling witnesses, was a misery just
short of hell itself. (J.G.)
18. Most recently, of course, had been the earthshaking
discovery that Da Vinci’s famed Adoration of the Magi
was hiding a dark secret beneath its layers of paint. (D.B.)
19. It was a bouncing, bone-jolting ride. (M.C.)
20. The neighbours told the sheriff I was just a cantankerous
mother-in-law trying to stir up trouble. (K.F.)
Exercise 21. What is the stylistic function of intensifiers in the
examples below?
1. Across a staggeringly expansive plaza, the imposing facade
of the Louvre rose like a citadel against the Paris sky.
(D.B.)
2. He showed an awful lot of interest in the photographs I was
taking. (D.M.)
3. “They’re horribly expensive,” said a lawyer, who
happened to be charging six hundred dollars an hour for
himself and four hundred an hour for each of his three
useless associates. (J.G.)
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4. Jacques Saunière, the master of double entendres, had
proven once again that he was a frighteningly clever man.
(D.B.)
5. Those boys are fearsome trackers. (M.C.)
6. The night was deathly quiet. (W.S.)
7. The sight of Alvirah Meehan, ghostly pale, barely
breathing, hooked to machines, was incredible. (M.H.C.)
8. He scrawled an enormous loopy signature on the note and
handed it back to Hermione. (J.K.R.)
9. With their new carte blanche from the Vatican, the Knights
Templar expanded at a staggering rate, both in numbers and
political force, amassing vast estates in over a dozen
countries. (D.B.)
10. I could read the old Spanish, though with enormous
difficulty. (L.D.)
11. Fache’s enormous palm wrapped around Langdon’s with
crushing force. (D.B.)

OXYMORON
Exercise 22. What lexical units were used to create oxymorons
in the examples below? What stylistic effect is achieved?
1. The whole household seemed hushed – the somehow
whispering silence seeming to be intensified by the
lengthening shadows, the subtle fading of slanted sun
through open windows. (R.R.)
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2. Two days of pleasant labor yielded, little progress in the
chilly basement of Trinity Church. (J.G.)
3. At Walnut hill they dried you out while gently starving
you. (S.K.)
4. When would the beast strike first, and how painfully? I
willed the attack to be fatal, instant, merciful. (L.D.)
5. The Germans in the Italian campaign had choreographed
one of the most brilliant and terrible retreats in history.
(M.O.)
6. The war was wonderful fun. (R.B.P.)
7. Teabing turned to Sophie and Langdon. “My friends, I have
an unpleasant suspicion that we are about to be met by a
welcoming committee.” (D.B.)
8. <...> not only the character, but also the actor who brought
him to life, was one of those luminaries in popular culture
whom the public loves to hate. (J.I.)
9. A quiet panic filled the room. (J.G.)
10. I put down my pen, and in a state of stalled fury I regarded
my famous unpublished book on pan-Indian religion, a
masterpiece of scraps contained in a cardboard box labelled
Banana Nut Muffin Mix. (L.D.)
11. He lived out the remainder of his life in Azkaban,
lamenting the loss of Marvoloʼs last heirloom, and is buried
beside the prison, alongside the other poor souls who have
expired within its walls. (J.K.R.)
12. Life imprisonment is far too lenient a sentence for such a
barbarous criminal. (J.A.)
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13. The silence that followed might as well have been thunder.
(D.B.)
Exercise 23. Which components of the lexical meaning are the
oxymorons based on in the examples below?
1. I was still angry, but I felt a little grudging sympathy for
him. (S.P.)
2. It was as if she had heard his silent summons, sensed his
yearning. (R.R.)
3. Everything looks as my father always leaves it. Ordered
chaos. (D.B.)
4. The news never changed: trouble in the Middle East,
trouble in Ireland; scandals in Congress; the markets were
up, then down; an oil spill; another AIDS drug; guerrillas
killing peasants in Latin America; turmoil in Russia. (J.G.)
5. How are you feeling? We have got ourselves a nice little
compound fracture. (W.S.)
6. Harry could not help but feel a resentful admiration for
Voldemort’s complete lack of fear. (J.K.R.)
7. Fresh, carefully typed labels were affixed to cardboard
crates. Manila folders guarded precious scraps. (L.D.)
8. I hung up, got undressed, and threw my clothes neatly on a
chair. (N.D.)
9. I never thought about dying in the war. I’d have returned
maybe with a wonderful sling, and would shake my head
quietly when people asked me about it. (R.B.P.)
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10. “It is so late, my dear, it’s early.” He laughed. (D.B.)
11. He would share the room for the night with five others.
Mercifully, he was blind folded comatose. He couldn’t see
the open sores, the uncontrolled shaking of the old man
next to him, the lifeless shrivelled creature across the room.
(J.G.)
12. He felt a thrill of horror that he was even daydreaming
about killing Robert. (K.F.)

SIMILE
Exercise 24. Divide the examples below into two groups:
ordinary comparisons and similes.
1. Shoulders back, formidable bosom raised, Vivian moved as
forcefully as an icebreaker cracking through arctic seas.
(D.K.)
2. Her hair was like a swirling rivulet of the purest molten
copper, melting into green. (R.R.)
3. The airfield consisted of a small wooden terminal, and a
row of corrugated steel hangars, like oversize Quonset huts.
(M.C.)
4. He thought of himself, “I’m not going to crash like that
plane.” (N.D.)
5. It showed the thirteen-room mansion tiny in the distance,
surrounded by a high white wall, perched on a flattened
ridge, looking so isolated that it bore an intriguing
resemblance to a Spanish monastery. (D.M.)
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6. She brushed her hand over its (the book’s) skin. A scurry in
her mind like a mouse in the ceiling, a moth on the night
window. (M.O.)
7. She swung the beam back and forth across the floor like a
minesweeper, searching for any hint of luminescent ink.
(D.B.)
8. “Where the hell are we going?” he hissed like a prisoner of
war afraid to offend his captor. (J.G.)
9. The tiny bird’s plumage sparkled like a tiara of emeralds.
(W.S.)
10. But it (the shark) wheeled, almost playfully dipped under
the flimsy bottom of the craft, and sheered off like a
torpedo making a run. (L.D.)
11. He had followed his partner to their compartment like a
contented puppy. (J.A.)
12. Even bу Cordovan standards he paid little attention to
social niceties, and escorting him around London was like
having a lion on a leash. (K.F.)
13. He cleared his throat with a small noise like chalkʼs-ping
and continued. (J.K.R.)
14. He is beginning to make no sense like a name repeated too
often. (H.D.)
15. The island of Gareda looked like a big avocado immersed
in the water, with jagged edges along the shore. (M.C.)
16. The sun was sinking over the Atlantic Ocean, and he
noticed that the ocean itself was smooth as a pond. (N.D.)

60

17. She looked like orange juice and fresh laundry, the perfect
date for the Williams – Amherst game, in a plait skirt,
picnicking beforehand on a blanket. (R.B.P.)
18. His lungs strained for oxygen as the adrenaline doubled his
heart rate. He felt like someone had just punched him in the
gut. (D.B.)
19. Ned didn’t sleep that night. Fendeman, Garland and Cade.
The names repeated in his mind like the rhythm of a train
or the thunder of hooves on a racetrack. (St.F.)
20. Then they saw the white robes of the priests flitting like
moths in the torchlight as they wound along the trail.
(W.S.)
21. The marble-walled banking hall on the first floor had
seemed like a church <...> (K.F.)
22. The Mob never forgets, Tarrance. They’re worse than
elephants. (J.G.)
23. The short, thickset man beamed at his leader like a child
who had been given an unexpected toy. (J.A.)
24. Relief fizzled in his blood like champagne, making him
giddy. (L.H.)
25. Carroll took me by the arm and led me through the huddle
to a pudgy middle-aged man whose head emerged from a
fringe of gray hair, like a soft-boiled egg from an egg cup.
(S.P.)
Exercise 25. Divide the examples below into two groups:
traditional (trite) similes and genuine similes.
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1. Sheʼd done nothing – sheʼd been used as a pawn, in fact.
(R.R.)
2. Lotty is sometimes about as pleasant as a can opener, but
she braces me. (S.P.)
3. Mrs. Weasley was marching across the yard, scattering
chickens, and for a short, plump, kind-faced woman, it was
remarkable how much she looked like a saber-toothed tiger.
(J.K.R.)
4. I’d have thought she was sound as a dollar. (M.H.C.)
5. They flew down the slope of racing water with the rock
slab waiting for them at the end like a lurking sea monster.
(W.S.)
6. Ford Explorers, like Jeeps, were as common around here as
seagulls, so it wasn’t worth the time or effort to check it
out. (N.D.)
7. A second later he slumped to the ground like a stringless
puppet, fragments of bone, muscle, and tissue flying in
every direction. (J.A.)
8. It (the shark) would consume me like a banana, a nibble at
a time, and gravity would be my hanging rope. (L.D.)
9. As Langdon moved off to continue his inspection, the
babbling docent followed like a love-starved puppy. (D.B.)
10. For the thick-skinned lawyers, the surprise was received,
absorbed, then shaken off as instinctively as a duck shakes
off water. (J.G.)
11. The First Canadian Infantry Division worked its way up
Italy, and the destroyed bodies were fed back to the field
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hospitals like mud passed back by tunnellers in the dark.
(M.O.)
12. She followed Ron through the portrait hole, hissing at
them like an angry goose. (J.K.R.)
13. Augusta in Cordova would be out of place as a flamingo in
a coal mine. (K.F.)
14. She popped another piece of roll into her mouth, but it was
like chewing sawdust now. (L.Ch.)
15. Small clouds of gray smoke obscured the surface for a
moment, and then a whole section of cliff gave way, and
rumbled into the lake below, like a gray avalanche. (M.C.)
16. Sheets of rock collapsed and in slow motion slithered
down upon themselves like the silken skirts of a curtseying
giantess. (W.S.)
17. She felt like a balloon herself sometimes. She felt as if she
were floating. (S.K.)
18. Yeah … well, truth and justice are good. But harder to find
than a missile at the bottom of the ocean. (N.D.)
19. “By God, Greenbourne, you eat like a pig,” Micky said.
(K.F.)
20. The valley was white and still, a few cars moving like ants
far away. (J.G.)
21. By the time John had got to the top of the stairs ... he was
wheezing like a perished accordion. (St.F.)
22. While Nash had learned to stand on one foot like a crane
and use the chicken-head block, I’d been stuck with a bag
of sawdust. (L.D.)
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23. Mistress Cutler watched Lyddie like a barn cat a sparrow,
but Lyddie was determined not to give her cause for
complaint. (K.P.)
24. Sadly, Aringarosa now saw, the Vatican had ruined the
building by constructing two huge aluminum telescope
domes atop the roof, leaving this once dignified edifice
looking like a proud warrior wearing a couple of party hats.
(D.B.)
25. The inhabitants of the big brick house walked on the
tiptoe, always aware that the master was like a walking
powder keg, needing only the smallest spark to make him
explode. (S.D.)
Exercise 26. How is image created in the examples below?
1. In the gray light of the late afternoon, the fronds of the
phoenix palms hung as motionless as if they were cast iron.
(D.K.)
2. Ginnyʼs thoughts went round and round like the carriage
wheels striking sparks from the cobbles over which they
jounced. (R.R.)
3. Empathy and sensitivity are not my strong points, but this
scene of shared grief and comforting passed through my
own death-hardened shell like the warm ocean breeze
through a screen door. (N.D.)
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4. The compliment made Jenniferʼs blue eyes seem as clear as
the Caribbean when the sun emerges from behind a cloud.
(D.M.)
5. Langdon reached out, but as his fingers wrapped around the
cylinder, he did not feel metal, he felt plastic. When he
pulled, the flexible rubber hose came flopping toward him
like a flimsy snake. (D.B.)
6. His hair was white, the wisps plastered to his head so that
he looked to Racine like one of those patrician busts of
Roman senators, the eyes large-orbed and marble. (L.D.)
7. Tall, dancing fountains of dirt and dust and rubble,
pirouetting one after the other in strict choreography, like a
chorus-line of hellish ballerinas. (W.S.)
8. She raised her other hand, edge on, like a chopping knife.
(M.C.)
9. Zerimski marched down the long marble corridor, hardly
breaking his stride as he shoved open the door of the
ambassador’s study as if he were thumping a punching bag.
(J.A.)
10. The sights of a well-dressed young man with a briefcase
running like a scared dog may be a common sight in some
cities, but not in Memphis. (J.G.)
11. Hurling himself sideways off the path, he landed like a cat
in the wire grass beside it, with the rifle at the ready. It took
many minutes for his heartbeats to return to normal, and
then he rose again into a stealthy crouch and began circling
the patch of scrub cautiously. His nerves were as taught as
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guitar strings, and his pale eyes darted from side to side.
His finger lay upon the trigger of the 30/06 and he kept the
muzzle weaving slowly, like the head of a cobra ready to
strike in any direction. (W.S.)
12. She sees him (the sapper) in the distance of a defunct
garden with the diviner or, if he has found something
unraveling that knot of wires and fuzes someone has left
him like a terrible letter. (M.O.)
13. Harry didn't know how to get rid of him. It was like having
an extremely talkative shadow. (J.K.R.)
14. Despite the initial bump of disappointment that had jolted
you like an electric shock when you realized it wasn’t you
they were talking about, it still gave you a little glow of
pride and connection. (St.F.)
15. Because alcohol and lawyers go together like blood and
vampires. Most lawyers drink like fish, and the profession
is plagued with alcoholism. (J.G.)
16. The street was fairly new with rows of semidetached redbrick homes trimmed with white vinyl, and the street
stretched as far as the eye could see, like an infinity mirror.
(N.D.)
17. Your cousin Edward was, as you so colourfully put it,
more rotten than a dead cat. (K.F.)
18. Her hair gleamed under the studio lighting like a varnished
tableleg. She looked like a time traveler from the year
1963. (S.K.)

66

19. Their youthful vigor for foreign languages made them
useful transcribers of the minutes for the Allied Council
meetings, at which they scribbled profusely but were told to
remain as silent as cobblestones. (J.I.)
20. The world had gone mad, and in many parts of Europe,
advertising your love of Jesus Christ was like painting a
bull’s eye on the roof of your car. (D.B.)
21. Uncle Vernon sat back down, breathing like a winded
rhinoceros and watching Harry closely out of the corners of
his small, sharp eyes. (J.K.R.)
22. “I told him you was tough as a five-cent mutton chop,”
Angelo said. (R.B.P.)
23. It would be daunting with anyone, but with this man she
felt as if she were poking a tiger with a stick, which, even
with the tigerʼs permission, could be a dangerous activity.
(L.H.)
24. Hundreds of rivers and streams spread like veins through
the swampland. (J.G.)
25. <...> if you withdraw the money and start spending it, the
Bank of Italy is going to come down on you like lions on
an early Christian. (S.P.)
Упражнение 27. Analyze the examples of “hidden simile”.
What linguistic means were used to create the stylistic device?
1. As a water polo player, Robert Langdon had endured more
than his fair share of underwater battles. The competitive
savagery that raged beneath the surface of a water polo
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2.

3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

pool, away from the eyes of the referees, could rival even
the ugliest wrestling match. Langdon had been kicked,
scratched, held, and even bitten once by a frustrated
defenseman from whom Langdon had continuously twisted
away. (D.B.)
Its vastness matched that of the ocean, and each in its way
seemed the smooth surface of a facing wall urged forward
by enormous power. (L.D.)
<…> and the English patient sipped his wine and felt its
spirit percolate through his unused body so it was quickly
drunk, his voice bringing forth the whistle of a desert fox
bringing forth a flutter of the English wood thrush he said
was found only in Essex, for it thrived in the vicinity of
lavender and wormwood. (M.O.)
From the access road, Gandolfo resembled a great stone
monster pondering a suicidal leap. (D.B.)
It was plain that Hermione didn't have the faintest inkling
that she had visitors, and that they might just as well tell
her bedside cabinet not to worry for all the good it would
do. (J.K.R.)
I could as well have been talking to a yucca plant. (L.D.)
The Englishman’s dark lean face with its angular nose has
the appearance of a still hawk swaddled in sheets. The
coffin of a hawk, Caravaggio thinks. (M.O.)
“I guess lawyers haven’t evolved much over the centuries.”
“Neither have sharks.” (D.B.)

68

Exercise 28. Which structural elements are used to create
simile in the examples below?
1. The rest of the group around him stood like Stonehenge.
(S.P.)
2. From out of the front door came Morton’s assistant, Sarah
Jones, a tall blond woman of thirty, as glamorous as any
movie star. (M.C.)
3. She has watched him at work, careful and timeless as a cat,
in the orchard and within the overgrown garden that rises
behind the house. (M.O.)
4. The marble facade blazed like fire in the afternoon sun.
(D.B.)
5. At last the term ended, and a silence deep as the snow on
the grounds descended on the castle. (J.K.R.)
6. He made a sort of whining sound, like a dog in pain, then
he jammed the lit end of the cigarillo into Lauren’s face.
(R.B.P.)
7. At the lower tip of Manhattan, the skyscrapers of Wall
Street rose like stalagmites in a cave pool. (N.D.)
8. There was no moon but the stars hung down close to the
earth, as big and fat as bunches of ripe grapes. (W.S.)
9. And Kenner was looking at Bradley the way a python looks
at a rat. (M.C.)
10. He pronounced the word with distaste, as if it were an
unfamiliar coin offered by a foreign merchant. (K.F.)
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11. “Roger is jealous, can you imagine?” Vivian smiled at
Racine and Hilda, then regarded me as if I were some
lovesick adolescent. (L.D.)
12. Decades of adult life are like a dull tide which is going out
fast, leaving bare the landscape beneath. (H.D.)
13. “What is it?” he asked meekly, looking helplessly at
Avery. Small beads of sweat surfaced above his eyebrows.
His heart pounded like a jackhammer. His breathing was
labored. (J.G.)
14. He reached out with his mind to every image that had ever
been sacred to him <...> each picture that he fixed upon
flew from his mental grip, and, like soap from a closing
fist, the harder he tried to force them the further they leapt
away. (St.F.)
15. The bulletin seemed to spread like a plague from station to
station. Everyone had the same story. (D.B.)
16. As Dr. Daruwalla proceeded on all fours across the
dipping, swaying net to where poor Deepa lay in her dwarf
husband’s clutches, the doctor most resembled a fat,
tentative mouse traversing a vast spiderweb. (J.I.)
17. He moved as if he were working off a steel spring.
(R.B.P.)
18. But the girl watches him quizzically, tilting her head in a
question as a dog would when spoken to in a tone or pitch
that is not human. (M.O.)
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19. She began gently, chatting softly to the boy. Occasionally
she stroked his head and petted him as though he were a
puppy. (W.S.)
20. On the other hand, as every cop knows, lies are like
cockroaches – if you see one, there are others. (N.D.)
21. “Utter claptrap!” Roger shook Henry’s page until the paper
rattled, as though freeing it of clinging spiders. (L.D.)
22. Lizzie was coming down the steps at the front of the castle,
dressed for hunting, looking like a pretty pixie in a black
fur cap and little leather boots. (K.F.)
23. “Con,” interrupted Maggie, “I think you’re burning.
Perhaps we ought to get back to the hotel before you begin
to look like a lobster.” (J.A.)
24. If only as flies on the wall, the Daruwalla brothers were
witnesses to the many grievances expressed against the
methods of occupation conducted in the old city. (J.I.)
25. Two weeks later my stomach was as flat as a board. (H.D.)

PERIPHRASIS
Exercise 29. Analyze the following examples of periphrasis.
What is their stylistic function? Which of them can be
characterized as based on a) metaphor, b) metonymy, c)
euphemisms?
1. There, his sweater and his thermal underwear were soaked
with a warm sticky liquid. (D.M.)
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2. Nonetheless, I’ve been to the City of Brotherly Love a few
times for police conferences, and a few times to see a
Phillies-Mets game, so I know the place. (N.D.)
3. They both stared at the photograph in silence for a minute,
imagining the terrors of that mighty stretch of water in its
full fury. (W.S.)
4. But whereas in the past the man had usually thought the
husbands or male relatives of the women heʼd made targets
of, in more recent months heʼd taken to challenging men
with certain political beliefs. (R.R.)
5. The fire escape was covered with ice. I almost ended my
career forever as I skidded across its narrow iron platform,
saving myself with a grab at the burning-cold railing. (S.P.)
6. The second lawyer hired by Barry The Blade Muldanno to
defend him on these obnoxious murder charges was another
angry hatchet man by name of Willis Upchurch, a rising
star among the gang of boisterous mouthpieces trotting
across the country performing for crooks and cameras.
(J.G.)
7. The Admiral was eagerly optimistic. So far he had found,
in his own words, “A thousand good things”, and yet he
hadn’t come upon in any quantity the one good thing, the
cure to his fever, the key to Jerusalem, the guarantee of
fame. He hadn’t found gold. (L.D.)
8. The original occupant of the tomb was suspended above
him, having adhered, as decaying bodies often did, to the
bottom of the casket. The skeleton hovered a moment, like
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a tentative lover, and then with a sticky crackling, it
succumbed to gravity and peeled away. (D.B.)
9. If you utter even one little prayer before I return, I will
personally start you on your journey to meet St. Peter at the
gates of heaven. (W.S.)
10. Within the days of Tom Lawrence’s taking up residence in
the White House he had discovered the lengths to which
Dexter would go to block him if he tried to encroach on her
world. (J.A.)
11. Professor Sprout was a squat little witch who wore a
patched hat over her flyaway hair; there was usually a large
amount of earth on her clothes and her fingernails would
have made Aunt Petunia faint. (J.K.R.)
12. But at forty and with this baby about to make its debut, I
could stand a little security. A lifetime contract struck me
as a nice big barge to loll upon while I finally got myself
organized. (L.D.)
13. It is a battle of opinion we have always had. “One day you
will open your eyes,” my brother keeps saying. (M.O.)
14. “It seems our star is on the wane,” Nicholas remarked as
he held a handkerchief to his nose. It was obvious that
some of his neighbours had not had a close acquaintance
with soap and water for some time. (W.S.)
15. <...> her clothing and beauty had been much admired by
the normally undemonstrative North Sea Islanders. (J.A.)
16. He had come up to the room and found him a reservoir of
information about Allied and enemy weaponry. (R.B.P.)
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17. The wind has died, utterly died. That’s when the bugs
come out. I do not intend to awake in the morning covered
with bites, a nine-course midnight supper for the local
fauna. (L.D.)
18. At that instant, Kohler’s wall of doubt seemed to crack.
(D.B.)
19. “Antonio Herrera is not the Liberal candidate,” hissed
Guzman, “but the American candidate. He is nothing more
than a ventriloquist’s dummy, whose every word is chosen
for him by the man who sits in the Oval Office.” (J.A.)
20. He had come up to the room and found him a reservoir of
information about Allied and enemy weaponry. (M.O.)
21. I have the smell of glory in my nostrils and the gleam of
gold in my eye. (W.S.)
22. “Seasoned professional not afraid of challenges.” That
meant someone to work hard for low pay. (S.P.)
Exercise 30.
Differentiate between genuine and trite
periphrasis in the examples below. Which part of extra
linguistic reality do they name?
Three days later, against a UN doctorʼs orders, he was on a
plane home. From hell to the city of Angels. (D.M.)
2. She was the blonde feminine dynamo who ran Global
Safaris, a company that arranged hunting and fishing
expeditions to remote areas around the world. (W.S.)
1.
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3. And if that weren’t enough, asleep belowdecks was a coldhearted interloper, a surly, faddish, superstitious lump who
prided himself on being broad-minded about my
relationship with his mother. (L.D.)
4. I mean, it’s five years later, the case is closed, there’s a new
guy in the White House, and money is tight. (N.D.)
5. I used to call the glasses <dark glasses> my grief
equipment. (M.H.C.)
6. Some men had unwound their last knot of life in her arms.
(M.O.)
7. I’ve discovered that you and that witch you call Mother are
behind those filthy articles in The Forum. (K.F.)
8. The nurse, an import from England, brought the boy up on
a regime that would have gladden the heart of a Prussian
cavalry officer. (J.A.)
9. I will die here, Nate said to himself. I’ll either drown,
starve, or be eaten, but it is here, in this immense swamp,
that I will breathe my last. (J.G.)
10. Where have you been, you cute thing? (M.C.)
11. Gordon was a short thick bald man with enough stomach to
make the buttons pull a little on his shirt. (R.B.P.)
12. So at seven o'clock, Harry, Ron, and Hermione walked
straight past the doorway to the packed Great Hall, which
was glittering invitingly with gold plates and candles, and
directed their steps instead toward the dungeons. (J.K.R.)
13. As Vittoria blew, the wounds on either side of the man’s
midsection hissed and sprayed blood into the air like
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blowholes on a whale. The salty liquid hit Langdon in the
face . (D.B.)
14. Poor Milton showed the signs of rapidly approaching
middle age, but clearly didn’t care. (J.G.)
15. “Are you still there, Stuart?”
“Sure I am,” he said, followed by a sigh that would have
done credit to a Shakespearean lover. (J.A.)
16. Believe me, if you ever had a chance to experience these
so-called modern miracles yourself, you would know that
they’re not so great –” (M.C.)
17. Aunt Petunia's masterpiece of a pudding, the mountain of
cream and sugared violets, was floating up near the ceiling.
On top of a cupboard in the corner crouched Dobby.
(J.K.R.)
18. Sure he treats Min like a queen, but he’s putting that tinted
head on two-hundred-dollar pillowcases every night, and
besides what she’s spent on the Spa, Min’s dumped a pile
of dough into that broken-down castle of his in Austria.
(M.H.C.)
19. “The way he is pumping the liquor, it looks as if I might
be called out on another midnight rescue mission,’
Nicholas remarked as they made their way to their own
huts. (W.S.)
20. You don’t seem to be hurting in the wealth department.
(L.D.)
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21. Nap time was eternal in the Eternal City–the ubiquitous
public dozing a perfected extension of the afternoon siestas
born of ancient Spain. (D.B.)

EUPHEMISM
Упражнение 31. Which lexical units are used as euphemisms
in the examples below and which part of extra linguistic reality
do they name? Why are the traditional lexical units avoided?
1. I discovered I have a natural talent for wet work. (L.H.)
2. The patch above the pocket read DORIS. Doris, the
cleaning technician. (J.G.)
3. I’m not going to accuse you of malpractice, but you’ve
shown highly questionable judgment. (M.C.)
4. “One of the three young men we’re interested in is inhaling
a controlled substance in the back of the bus,” Molly said.
(R.B.P.)
5. No doubt once he had served his purpose he could be taken
care of . (W.S.)
6. Her sister admits she had been drinking. She was
despondent about her career. She had decided to break off
her relationship with you. She felt washed up. She wouldn’t
be the first one to take a dive in this situation. (M.H.C.)
7. Sophie looked leery. “A bribe?”
“Creative diplomacy. Executive airfields make certain
allowances. A British customs official will greet us at my
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hangar and ask to board the plane. Rather than permitting
him to come on, I’ll tell him I’m traveling with a French
celebrity who prefers that nobody knows she is in England–
press considerations, you know – and I’ll offer the official
this generous tip as gratitude for his discretion.” (D.B.)
8. How long would it be before they decided Maggie herself
had become too great a risk, and that she also needed to be
disposed of? (J.A.)
9. As a matter of fact, the Ministry of Magic is even now
talking about closing the school. We are no nearer locating
the er – source of all this unpleasantness ... (J.K.R.)
10. I have just admitted to this hospital a young woman in a
certain condition who has walked here from Bath. (K.F.)
11. Some of our clients have not always possessed the highest
degree of ethics, and they have been investigated and
harassed by the FBI. (J.G.)
12. I had grown used to the variations that well-meaning
colleagues attempted: “North American Indian”, “Native
Indian”, simply “Native”, or occasionally the flat, pedantic
”Amerind”. (L.D.)
13. I replied, “And what we don’t know is whether or not
these three guys were successful in locating this couple. My
instincts say they were. So, even if we found this couple,
they’ve already been sanitized or vaporized.” (N.D.)
14. “Then how do they make computer models of climate?”
Evans said. Kenner smiled.
“As far as cloud cover is concerned, they guess.”
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“They guess?”
“Well, they don’t call it a guess. They call it an estimate, or
parameterization, or an approximation. But if you don’t
understand something, you can’t approximate it. You’re
really just guessing.” (M.C.)
15. I thought for a minute, then scribbled a note to Murray on
one of the envelopes, telling him to look at my office mail
if I turned into a Chicago floatfish. (S.P.)
16. “You have heard, of course, that the Ministry is conducting
more raids,” said Mr. Malfoy, taking a roll of parchment
from his inside pocket and unraveling it for Mr. Borgin to
read. “I have a few – ah – items at home that might
embarrass me, if the Ministry were to call < ...> ” (J.K.R.)
Упражнение 32.
What is the stylistic function of
euphemisms in the following examples? Are they genuine or
trite?
1. Like most surgeons, he had a healthy ego, which was a
polite way of saying it was monstrously huge. (L.H.)
2. “Where would we plant this hemp?”
“Anywhere. Take the millions of acres that the feds pay
farmers not to sow. Tons of hemp could be harvested on
that land.”
“Isn’t hemp …?”
“Yes, it’s pot, okay, so what?” (L.D.)
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3. He stood up carefully, so as not to disturb her, and moved
well away from the dead fire to empty his bladder. (W.S.)
4. The paperhanger was a short musclebound woman
advanced in years but conditioned to hard work and
superbly trained. (J.G.)
5. She nodded toward the playpen and said, “That’s Joe
Junior. He’s eleven months. Melissa, two and a half, is
sleeping, thank God, and I have one in the oven.” (N.D.)
6. He turned over and saw that Lizzie was not beside him.
Perhaps she had gone to answer a call of nature behind a
bush, but he had a bad feeling. (K.F.)
7. But let her reconnoiter a powder room with another
woman, especially with Hilda, and she immediately
devolved into the worst of her gender. (L.D.)
8. Of course, Oliver Lambert was the soberest of the lot, and
he directed the evacuation. Fifteen taxis in all, with drunk
lawyers lying everywhere. (J.G.)
9. Silence fell between them, each of them lost in their own
thoughts, but Harry was sure that they, like him, were
thinking about the following morning, when Dumbledore’s
body would be laid to rest. (J.K.R.)
10. But those were just opinions. Do you know what we call
opinion in the absence of evidence? We call it prejudice.
(M.C.)
11. Of course the ultimate embarrassment had been the widely
publicized trial of FBI spy Robert Hanssen, who, in
addition to being a prominent member of Opus Dei, had
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turned out to be a sexual deviant, his trial uncovering
evidence that he had rigged hidden video cameras in his
own bedroom so his friends could watch him having sex
with his wife. (D.B.)
12. “I observed you using a controlled substance,” Molly said.
“We’d like you to come down to the station.” (R.B.P.)

13. How would he dispatch her? He had never killed anyone
and had only once used his sword to injure people – at the
coal yard riot when he captured McAsh. (K.F.)

HYPERBOLE
Exercise 33. Differentiate between examples of trite and
genuine hyperbole.
1. I could smell my brain burning. (S.P.)
2. A common gas furnace is to me a mystery of engineering
no less complex than a 747 and no less intimidating than a
nuclear reactor. (D.K.)
3. Many of them had lips so tight they seemed to have
lockjaws. (D.M.)
4. “How do you know that?”
“I’m the police chief,” Jesse said. “I know everything.”
(R.B.P.)
5. Those are two beady-eyed bustards. They would probably
eat their own children if they felt peckish. (W.S.)
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6. The tour had ended with Langdon giving mouth-to-mouth
to an old woman who’d almost aspirated her false teeth.
(D.B.)
7. At twilight the felt was unwrapped and he saw a man’s
head on a table moving towards him, then realised the man
wore a giant yoke from which hung hundreds of small
bottles on different lengths of string and wire. (M.O.)
8. “Next time you want us to book one of your clients, make
sure he’s sober.”
“That one is never sober.” (M.H.C.)
9. If a bomb had gone off in the Rose Garden, Helen Dexter
would probably have done no more than raise a wellgroomed eyebrow. (J.A.)
10. It <adultery> wasn’t a problem, it was a way of life. I
chased anything that walked. (J.G.)
11. I tore it open with my teeth, then poured an avalanche of
nuts directly into my mouth. (L.D.)
12. In any case, if you know someone there – and Dom Fanelli
knows someone everywhere – you can skip the red tape and
get an answer real fast. (N.D.)
13. The work was brutally hard; his arms ached and he was
bathed in perspiration; but he felt good. (K.F.)
14. The walk into Hogsmeade was not enjoyable. Harry
wrapped his scarf over his lower face; the exposed part
soon felt both raw and numb. The road to the village was
full of students bent double against the bitter wind. (J.K.R.)
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15. The downtown traffic was bumper to bumper and that
suited Darby just fine. (J.G.)
16. Oh, Nicky, I am so exited. I swear I will not be able to
sleep a wink tonight. I just can’t wait for tomorrow, to get
out there and start searching again. (W.S.)
17. Langdon could not believe Rome had been only a year
ago; it felt like decades. (D.B.)
18. Valerie had all the time in the world to wait, as long as the
wind was strong enough to keep down the sand fleas.
(L.D.)
19. Her heart was pounding so hard she wasn't certain sheʼd
have been able to hear anything over the thunder of her
blood, anyway. (L.H.)
Exercise 34. Which characteristic of the tenor is hyperbolized
in the following examples? What stylistic effect is achieved?
1. All his reviews from the past ten years are archived.
Forcing terrorist suspects to read them aloud would be a
form of torture more cruel than applying pliers to their
genitals. (D.K.)
2. I was also pissed off because the only thing that fit me
anymore was a denim jumper as big as a pup tent. (L.D.)
3. “Jakares”, he said. Jevy looked but seemed not to care.
He’d seen a million alligators. (J.G.)
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4. It was all so sudden and unexpected. One moment
everybody loved us and the next we are being booted down
the stairs. (W.S.)
5. Our cultural attaché in Bogota is now following up every
known drug baron, every junior official in the narcotics
department, and half the local police force. His report will
fill so many pages it will take them a month just to read it,
let alone figure out what the hell I was doing down there.
(J.A.)
6. The original barrel was shot out. I had it replaced with a
shilen maych barrel. It will shoot the wings off a mosquito
at a hundred paces. (W.S.)
7. “And if you caught him?”
“We’d slice out his liver and feed it to the rats.” (J.G.)
8. A half hour of his life had disappeared in a blink. (D.B.)
9. Cobb’s handshake was crushing. (L.D.)
10. The public is getting damn sick of stars who spend half
their lives in drug-rehab centers. (M.H.C.)
11. She swabbed arms that kept bleeding. She removed so
many pieces of shrapnel she felt she’d transported a ton of
metal out of the huge body of the human that she was
caring for while the army travelled north. (M.O.)
12. “You could've fried an egg on your face” said Ron. “You'd
better hope Creevey doesn't meet Ginny, or they'll be
starting a Harry Potter fan club.” (J.K.R.)
13. She would probably flirt with a Christmas tree if that was
best available. (R.B.P.)
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14. Right now, we have in our offices forty research scientists
working on our behalf day and night. (M.C.)
15. The table, counters, and floor were strewn with a jumble of
things that my mind couldn’t catalogue. It looked like the
scene of a robbery and double homicide where the victims
fought back hard. (N.D.)
16. Vernet did not breathe again until the truck was a good
fifty meters down the street. And now he had another
problem. His cargo. Where do I take them? (D.B.)
17. Four of them have been on my personal staff for ten years
or more, and between them they know enough secrets to
sink the last four presidents, not to mention half of
Congress. (J.A.)
18. Forget privacy. It’s (the room) probably got more wires
than a switchboard. Maybe even some cameras. (J.G.)
19. I wasnʼt going to the bathroom unarmed until this mess
was straightened out. (S.P.)
Exercise 35. Compare hyperbole and understatement. What
stylistic effect is achieved in each case?
1. Finding himself abruptly called on the carpet by a woman
whose life he had saved, and who undoubtedly owed him a
large amount of money for his service, wouldnʼt go down
easy. (L.H.)
2. “Guns scare me to death.”
“Iʼm not exactly crazy about them, either.”
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3. “If you fail to do so,” said the president, “I wouldn’t be
surprised if this tape” – he tapped the recorder – “ended up
in the hands of a certain reporter at the Washington Post
who isn’t exactly known for his love of the CIA.” (J.A.)
4. Glick read the list of stories. “You ever heard of a guy
called Winston Churchill?”
“Rings a bell.” (D.B.)
5. Breakfast was a poached egg on a couple of crumbles of
whole-wheat toast and coffee. (M.H.C.)
6. A framer on the western front cannot prune a tree without
ruining his saw. Why? Because of the amount of shrapnel
shot into it during the last war. (M.O.)
7. “Half the yuppies in Massachusetts drive red Saabs,”
Perkins said. (R.B.P.)
8. “I wander what they do to intruders in the sacred areas.”
”Throw them off the terrace to crocodiles in the cauldron of
the Nile?” – she suggested maliciously. (W.S.)
9. I thought of Mr. Leslie Rosenthal and his archives, which
would put the Library of Congress to shame. The guy was a
pack rat and probably didn’t even throw away his gum
wrappers. Livetti pursed his lips, looking dour. (N.D.)
10. And let us say the money that I lost wasn’t all mine to lose.
I’ve made some wrong moves since: Houston real estate,
savings and loans. (L.D.)
11. I confess I was not best pleased with the arrangement but
he insisted, and I have to tell you he was not as pleasant or
affectionate as a family member might be. (K.F.)
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12. “They teach you some useful things in the army, along
with all the rubbish,” Nicholas replied. (W.S.)
13. And for the next eight months I’m going to work her so
hard that she’ll be too tired to think about anything but
what she’s going to do once she’s retired. (J.A.)
14. You and Nick are friends of long standing. You’re their
Concerned Citizen of the Year. Auditing them seems a little
out of character for your relationship. (M.C.)
15. He thinks the streets are knee-deep in rivals waiting to
knock him off. (L.H.)
16. Langdon laughed. “Believe me, money is the last thing this
guy needs.” Leigh Teabing was wealthy in the way small
countries were wealthy. (D.B.)
17. Get to that Snitch before Malfoy or die trying, Harry,
because we've got to win today, we've got to. (J.K.R.)
18. Well, we’ve, uh, we’ve had a slight problem. There’s been
a small leak. (J.G.)
19. “Uncomfortable” did not begin to define my state of mind
that evening. (L.D.)
20. What was all the shouting about? I thought that you and
Boris were having another little difference of opinion.
(W.S.)
21. All he wanted to do was sleep. But when he landed, he
checked his cell phone messages and discovered that he
had been missed, to put it mildly. (M.C.)
22. His neck looked thick enough to support the stone head of
an Aztec-temple god. (D.K.)
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Exercise 36. Analyze the sustained hyperboles. What lexical
units do they consist of? What stylistic effect is achieved?
1. Iʼve been on call almost all week. Havenʼt seen a paper. I
sometimes think the world could blow up and the only way
Iʼd know would be by the casualties coming into ER. (S.P.)
2. “There might be a way,” said Hermione slowly, dropping
her voice still further with a quick glance across the room
at Percy. “Of course, it would be difficult. And dangerous,
very dangerous. We'd be breaking about fifty school rules, I
expect -”
“If, in a month or so, you feel like explaining, you will let
us know, won't you?” said Ron irritably. (J.K.R.)
3. The concussion was deep and hollow – a thunderous shock
wave from above. It descended on them like the wrath of
hell, shaking the granite foundation of Vatican City,
knocking the breath out of people’s lungs, sending others
stumbling backward. (D.B.)
4. Her <the baby’s> mouth opened and her cry was a blast of
unalloyed sound, each decibel contained and ricocheting
off the Jeep’s interior. (L.D.)
5. Mrs. Weasleys yells, a hundred times louder than usual,
made the plates and spoons rattle on the table, and echoed
deafeningly off the stone walls. (J.K.R.)
6. And at ground level, in the darkness beneath the canopy
above, huge ferns grew so thickly they presented an
impenetrable barrier, a solid green wall. (M.C.)
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7. Most restaurants these days are as noisy as a drum-andcymbal factory invaded by two hundred chimpanzees intent
on committing percussion. (D.K.)

PECULIAR USE OF SET EXPRESSIONS
Exercise 37. Which set expressions are used in the sentences
below? What stylistic effect is achieved in each case?
1. At the same time, she didnʼt feel like making small talk and
he wasnʼt a small talk kind of guy; <...> (L.H.)
2. You canʼt imagine what it was like to take pictures when a
cameras didnʼt come equipped with a built-in light meter
and automatic focus and all the rest bells and whistles.
(D.M.)
3. Zerimski is currently running neck and neck with Prime
Minister Chernopov in the opinion polls, but many
observers feel that today’s incident will give a boost to his
popularity in the final countdown to the election. (J.A.)
4. The booklet became wildly popular in the European
scientific underground. Then the Vatican caught wind of it
and went on a book-burning campaign. (D.B.)
5. The average sailor talks too much when he’s sober. When
he’s drunk, he’ll tell everyone at the bar his sailing orders,
fleet strength and capabilities, and anything else he knows.
Where do you think the expression ‘Loose lips sink ships’
comes from? (N.D.)
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6. I don’t know anything at all. We are fishing blind in dark
waters. (W. S.)
7. Either going to the funeral or coming back, Andy had given
Cap a good hard shove and Cap had spilled his guts about
everything. (S.K.)
8. The Portuguese actually had a leg up on the Spanish at
slavery and murder, since they had already begun to exploit
the west coast of Africa. (L.D.)
9. Harry let Lockhart's voice wash over him, occasionally
saying, “Mmm” and “Right” and “Yeah.” Now and then he
caught a phrase like, “Fame's a fickle friend, Harry,” or
“Celebrity is as celebrity does, remember that.” (J.K.R.)
10. Iʼm a detective. Iʼm paid to detect things. If I told everyone
and his dog Roger what I was up to, not only would mu
clients lose all confidence in me, Iʼd be sandbagged
everywhere I went. (S.P.)
11. First of all, she was profoundly distressed by the fact that
George Morton’s body had been recovered; in some part of
her mind, she had been hoping against hope that he would
turn up alive. (M.C.)
12. They couldn’t believe their luck, they were falling over
themselves to use me. (M.O.)
13. If it’s who I think it is, he could be right under your nose.
(J.A.)
14. The spectators stood in the hall outside the council
chamber and looked through the open doors, Governor
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Botetourt, the living embodiment of the iron fist in the
velvet glove, sat at the head of an oval table. (K.F.)
15. Her nest egg in a numbered account was always a standing
joke. “I’ll never be broke,” she had always bragged.
(M.H.C.)
16. While the woman wept and held her Violet – that was the
baby’s name – and talked on and on and hardly looked at
Valerie, who stood like a pillar of salt, struck speechless,
Eunice began ti think how she could do a favor for a friend.
(L.D.)
17. Weʼre not the largest stockholder, but weʼre an important
one. So we keep a finger in the Ajax pie. (S.P.)
18. Langdon’s newest manuscript – an exploration of the
history of goddess worship – included several sections
about Mary Magdalene that were going to raise some
eyebrows. (D.B.)
19. “I’m bringing Jackie Robinson up from Montreal,” Ricky
said.
“The other shoe drops,” Burke said. Mr. Rickey smiled.
(R.B.P.)
20. It was nice to feel, for a change, the centre of attention
instead of constantly being forced to play second fiddle to
Ginny. (R.R.)
21. Wasn’t it time that he discovered how it felt to be left in
the lurch? (L.D .)
22. We have given them notice of our arrival. Let’s see what
we have flushed out of the bushes. (W.S.)
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23. Next to the building, because the line feeds are very
expensive. The auditorium’s charging us an arm and leg for
the extra utilities. (M.C.)
24. As many people suspected and surmised, there was a
couple on the beach, they were having an affair, and they
did inadvertently videotape the accident. But there was no
smoking gun, no smoking rocket on that tape. (N.D.)
25. I still think it would be easier on both of us if I found
another place to stay. But Iʼll – Iʼll try to keep in better
touch. (S.P.)
Exercise 38. Which types of decomposition of set phrases were
used in the following examples:


widening or clipping of the set expressionʼs structure;



substitution of the components of the set expression;

 reviving the literal meaning of the components.
Which stylistic effect is achieved by the decomposition?
1. Trayʼs last name – also my fatherʼs, also mine back in that
September – was Durant, which may ring a bell less loudly
now than it did in the day when it was above the fold on all
newspapers for weeks, <...> (D.K.)
2. “Why’d you keep the kid overnight?” Molly said. Jesse ate
a bite of pizza and drank some bear. “Because I don’t like
him,” Jesse said.
“How was the father?”
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3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

“The tree doesn’t grow too far from the apple,” Jesse said.
(R.B.P.)
The guard shrugged. "God only knows." The words
sounded oddly literal. (D.B.)
Henry explained that for months now, no helicopters had
been allowed on the island. This one had been brought over
because Kenner had pulled some very important strings.
(M.C.)
Once upon a happier time this sentence would have been
unintelligible to the Prime Minister, but he was wiser now.
(J.K.R.)
Over the years Bartlett had defended the rich and the
powerful. The experience had left him cynical. No man is
hero to his valet. Or to his lawyer. (M.H.C.)
That way we can both have our cake and eat it, and when
youʼve stopped throwing tantrums Iʼm sure youʼll agree
with me. (R.R.)
Harry left through the back door. It was a brilliant, sunny
day. He crossed the lawn, slumped down on the garden
bench, and sang under his breath: “Happy birthday to me ...
happy birthday to me ...” (J.K.R.)
“And no one is looking for this missile because they don’t
believe it exists, and also because even if they did, you’d be
talking about trying to find the proverbial needle in a
haystack.”
“And how big is the haystack?”
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“If you guessed at the missile’s trajectory after it passed
through the aircraft and fell into the ocean, you could be
talking about a hundred square miles of ocean floor.”
(N.D.)
10. He’d put on a couple of pounds and had almost managed
to master the surfboard, although he had rarely experienced
more pride before more falls. (J.A.)
11. “You are teaching your grandpapa to skin a cat,” said
Boris, mangling the metaphor. (W.S.)
12. “When in doubt, “Jesse said, “cherchez la ex-wife.”
(R.B.P.)
13. He felt like a sophomore on his first date. He hadn’t had
butterflies this bad since high school football. (J.G.)
14. Lizzie felt this was the last straw. She was filthy and
exhausted and her mouth was full of coal dust, and now she
was in danger of being blown up. (K.F.)
15. The prior locked the storeroom carefully behind him.
“Another example of locking the barn door,” he said.
“There was no lock on the storeroom until we discovered
the fake securities.” (S.P.)
16. You shoved me into that disaster as a replacement, just the
way you’d send a lamb to slaughter. (M.H.C.)
17. It amazed him to think the Vatican was failing at every
turn to provide coherent, stringent guidelines for spiritual
growth and yet somehow still found time to give
astrophysics lectures to tourists.
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“Tell me,” Aringarosa said to the young priest, “when did
the tail start wagging the dog?” (D.B.)
18. As calm as Iʼd ever seen him, he got up, signed, pulled out
a gun, said, ʼTogetherness is next to Godliness, ʼ and shot
my mother. (D.M.)
19. For the most part it was a useless testimony, evoked not
for the sake of information, but rather to annoy the witness
and put him on notice that the skeletons could be
summoned from the closet. (J.G.)
20. “I seem to remember telling you both that I would have to
expel you if you broke any more school rules,” said
Dumbledore.
Ron opened his mouth in horror.
“Which goes to show that the best of us must sometimes
eat our words,” Dumbledore went on, smiling. (J.K.R.)
21. Seating
beside
Drake,
Peter
Evans
nodded
sympathetically, though in fact he took everything Drake
was saying with a large grain of salt. The head of NERF
was famously melodramatic. (M.C.)
22. She marched to her own drummer, and the beat had gotten
her this far. She was her own person <…> (L.D.)
23. The Washington Post described her as having blasted a
hole through the glass ceiling, but that didn’t stop the
bookies from making odds on how many days she would
survive. (J.A.)
24. No wonder Hulsey had been adamant that she talk with
him rather than Cotton; she would have been a big feather
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in his cap, and maybe just what he needed for the case to
reach the tipping point and actually produce some
prosecutable evidence against Rafael. (L.H.)
25. Whatever troubles you brought with you to the Spa should
by now be completely forgotten. Think happy. (M.H.C.)
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UNIT 2. REVISION EXERCISES
Test №1
Which lexical expressive means and stylistic devices are used
in the following examples to create imagery?
1. There was a very pregnant pause.
А. Hyperbole
В. Personification
C. Epithet
D. Irony
2. There apparently wasn’t much to say about Columbus for
the first ten years of his sandy-haired, freckle-faced life, so
Morison ruminates instead on the name Christopher, how it
proved uncannily prophetic and apt.
А. Hyperbole
В. Personification
C. Epithet
D. Irony
3. The faces in the chapel simply stared.
А. Metaphor
В. Hyperbole
C. Metonymy
D. Epithet
4. On a busy European street, the killer serpentined through a
crowd.
А. Metaphor
В. Hyperbole
C. Metonymy
D. Epithet
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5. While you were snoring your head off, I made some
progress.
А. Metaphor
В. Hyperbole
C. Metonymy
D. Epithet
6. So now I was disgustingly healthy, and mad as hell.
А. Оxymoron
В. Peculiar Use of

Set

Expressions

C. Epithet

D. Zeugma

7. You think I was going to use my filthy Muggle father's name
forever?
А. Оxymoron
В. Peculiar Use of Set
Expressions

C. Epithet

D. Zeugma

8. Nash, I had been told, might have to find his legs before he
took responsibility for his own actions. But around here some
hungry fish might find his legs first.
А. Оxymoron
В. Peculiar Use of Set
Expressions

C. Epithet

D. Zeugma

9. Hermione had got both her breath and her bad temper back
again.
А. Оxymoron
В. Peculiar Use of Set
Expressions
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C. Epithet

D. Zeugma

10. He too would be disposable in time, but right now von
Schiller still needed him.
А. Pun
В. Periphrasis
C. Euphemism
D. Меtaphor
11. Langdon felt the air in his lungs beginning to thin. His
hopes were thinning too.
А. Pun
В. Periphrasis
C. Euphemism
D. Меtaphor
12. He was exhausted, and Maximilian Kohler seemed
disinterested in winning any hospitality awards.
А. Pun
В. Periphrasis
C. Euphemism
D. Меtaphor
13. I think he’s actually the leader of the three. The other two
were just foot soldiers.
А. Pun
В. Periphrasis
C. Euphemism
D. Меtaphor
14. She wore her only dress and her only pair of heels.
А. Metonymy
В. Epithet
C. Hyperbole
D. Euphemism
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15. I continued to prove that a woman with six hundred
thousand dollars to invest gets red-carpet treatment.
А. Metonymy
В. Epithet
C. Hyperbole
D. Euphemism
16. She was dying for a nap, but knew it was important to
record her impressions while they were fresh in her mind.
А. Metonymy
В. Epithet
C. Hyperbole
D. Euphemism
17. “How will we get through airport security?” <...>
“French doctors make me nervous, so every fortnight, I fly
north to take my treatments in England. I pay for certain
special privileges at both ends.”
А. Metonymy
В. Epithet
C. Hyperbole
D. Euphemism
18. European train stations never slept.
А. Oxymoron
В. Pun
C. Irony
D. Personification
19. I thought surely the splashing, the effort I was making,
would frighten off the shark. They were shy creatures, really,
weren’t they? Or was it the other way around?
А. Oxymoron
В. Pun
C. Irony
D. Personification

100

20. A huge black hummingbird buzzed at the mouth of some
exotic flower.
А. Oxymoron
В. Pun
C. Irony
D. Personification
21. - When I tell them you’re a wimp, they’ll be shocked.
- They need to be shocked, with a cattle prod.
А. Oxymoron
В. Pun
C. Irony
D. Personification
22. You look mighty pleased with yourself, madam. Cat been
at the cream?
А. Peculiar Use of Set В. Periphrasis
Expressions
C. Metaphor
D. Zeugma
23. Glick ran his hands through the reddish gob of hair on his
chin
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Periphrasis
C. Metaphor
D. Zeugma
24. Jamie had started out from Klipdrift with a brisk step and a
light heart, but as the minutes turned into hours and the hours
into days, his steps got slower and his heart became heavier.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Periphrasis
C. Metaphor
D. Zeugma
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25. The room was a beehive of police activity.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Periphrasis
C. Metaphor
D. Zeugma
26. Six gold sovereigns had been stolen from the desk of Mr.
Offrton, the Latin master, and the whole school was under
suspicion.
А. Euphemism
В. Epithet
C. Hyperbole
D. Меtonymy
27. His mordant wit and savage criticism were tolerated
because of his expertise.
А. Euphemism
В. Epithet
C. Hyperbole
D. Меtonymy
28. She never recovered from
after Rusty was killed, the
institution.
А. Euphemism
C. Hyperbole

his (her husband’s) death, and
aunts and uncles put her in
В. Epithet
D. Меtonymy

29. He lives in Houston now, but grew up in Arkansas. Worth
about thirty million and keeps his thumb on every penny of it.
А. Euphemism
В. Epithet
C. Hyperbole
D. Меtonymy
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30. You can keep the goddamn papers. Sell them to a
collector, make yourself a little nest egg.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Oxymoron
C. Periphrasis
D. Metaphor

Test №2
Which lexical expressive means and stylistic devices are used
in the following examples to create imagery?
1. Whatever troubles you brought with you to the Spa should
by now be completely forgotten. Think happy.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Metaphor
C. Irony
D. Меtonymy
2. The other secretary scribbled notes as Avery barked the
orders and demands he wanted carried out while he was away.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Metaphor
C. Irony
D. Меtonymy
3. Terrific, Langdon thought. My French TV debut will be on
“Paris’s Most Wanted.”
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Metaphor
C. Irony
D. Меtonymy
4. He never brought office home with him.
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А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions
C. Irony

В. Metaphor
D. Меtonymy

5. Harry said nothing; he did not much fancy doing his
shopping while surrounded by a battalion of Aurors.
А. Periphrasis
В. Irony
C. Epithet
D. Hyperbole
6. I put down my pen, and in a state of stalled fury I regarded
my famous unpublished book on pan-Indian religion, a
masterpiece of scraps contained in a cardboard box labelled
Banana Nut Muffin Mix.
А. Periphrasis
В. Irony
C. Epithet
D. Hyperbole
7. Every night he had walked into the coldness of a captured
church and found a statue for the night to be his sentinel. He
had given his trust only to this race of stones, <...>
А. Periphrasis
В. Irony
C. Epithet
D. Hyperbole
8. Then the American glanced back, and gave her a dirty look.
А. Periphrasis
В. Irony
C. Epithet
D. Hyperbole
9. He was wearing a bright orange party hat, a revolving bow
tie, and a broad grin on his wide, wicked face.
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А. Zeugma
C. Irony

В. Euphemism
D. Oxymoron

10. It is true that die Juden are sent to work camps, but I give
you my word as an officer that they are being treated as they
should be.
А. Zeugma
В. Euphemism
C. Irony
D. Oxymoron
11. I donʼt mean only that heʼs arrogant, conceited, and all
those endearing qualities you mentioned. Thereʼs something
else.
А. Zeugma
В. Euphemism
C. Irony
D. Oxymoron
12. How are you feeling? We have got ourselves a nice little
compound fracture.
А. Zeugma
В. Euphemism
C. Pun
D. Oxymoron
13. Mc Thune would then get disgusted and leave the room,
and Mark would then be expected to spill his guts all over the
table.
А. Irony
В. Metonymy
C. Periphrasis
D. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions
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14. Then she married badly, like the rest of them. I guess they
inherited that talent from me.
А. Irony
В. Metonymy
C. Periphrasis
D. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions
15. The fame of her beauty and equestrian daring is such that
all London migrates to the Park at the hour when she is
expected.
А. Irony
В. Metonymy
C. Periphrasis
D. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions
16. We, Harpers, didn’t get on in the world by always sticking
to the literal truth.
А. Irony
В. Metonymy
C. Euphemism
D. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions
17. That is the jackpot question.
А. Personification
В. Euphemism
C. Epithet
D. Oxymoron
18. It <the building> was large enough to swallow their
SmartCar in a single gulp.
А. Personification
В. Euphemism
C. Epithet
D. Oxymoron
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19. At this time, MSNBC would like to issue our viewers a
discretionary warning. The images we are about to show are
exceptionally vivid and may not be suitable for all audiences.
А. Personification
В. Euphemism
C. Epithet
D. Oxymoron
20. A quiet panic filled the room.
А. Personification
В. Euphemism
C. Epithet
D. Oxymoron
21. She shepherded us into the dining room where the maitre
dʼ greeted her by name and seated us by the window.
А. Metaphor
В. Metonymy
C. Hyperbole
D. Personification
22. “What the hell happened?” someone demanded. “The
prime minister got skinned alive?”
А. Metaphor
В. Metonymy
C. Hyperbole
D. Personification
23. Before attacking its dinner, a shark may circle.
А. Metaphor
В. Metonymy
C. Hyperbole
D. Personification
24. Big Dolly has taken this route so often that she could fly it
without my hands on the stick couldn’t you, old girl?
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А. Metaphor
C. Hyperbole

В. Metonymy
D. Personification

25. Her voice sharpened like a laser.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Periphrasis
C. Simile
D. Epithet
26. One of Norma’s uncles, a contractor, was up to his
eyebrows in debt and shaky business ventures on the Gulf
Coast of Texas.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Periphrasis
C. Simile
D. Epithet
27. Elizabeth felt a chill as Syd gave her a perfunctory showbusiness kiss.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Periphrasis
C. Simile
D. Epithet
28. Harry, who was feeling distinctly hot in the face, said, <...>
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Periphrasis
C. Simile
D. Epithet
29. He listens to her, swallowing her words like water.
А. Metaphor
В. Simile
C. Metonymy
D. Epithet
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30. As he slid underneath, the nape of his Harris tweed snagged
on the bottom of the grate, and he cracked the back of his head
on the iron.
А. Peculiar Use of Set Expressions В. Oxymoron
C. Periphrasis
D. Metonymy
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UNIT 3. SYNTACTIC EXPRESSIVE
MEANS AND STYLISTIC DEVICES
SEMI-MARKED STRUCTURES
Exercise 1. What norms of combinability are deviated from in
the following sentences? What stylistic effect is achieved
thanks to semi-marked structures?
1. “You are so dead,” he said. (D.K.)
2. Their hotel was five minutes away. (N.D.)
3. “Passengers have died on that trip ... “
“ ... But I’m very much alive, thank you.” (S.Sh.)
4. He was thick-bodied and tall, with very little neck and a lot
of chin. (R.B.P.)
5. Her money lasted for almost five years, a stretch of time
that included two husbands, numerous live-ins, two arrests,
three lengthy lockdowns in detox units, and a car wreck
that almost took her left leg. (J.G.)
6. The Pilasters were bankers, and when Edward said “My
father’s not a sportsman” he was acknowledging that his
family was not in the very highest rank of society. (K.F.)
7. A couple months back, on a peaceful afternoon inside
Vatican City, Chartrand had bumped into the camerlegno
coming across the grounds. (D.B.)
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8. Evans turned the ignition of his Prius and it hummed to life.
He was pleased to have the hybrid; the waiting list in Los
Angeles to get one was now more than six months. (M.C.)
9. “No, sir, he’s still very much alive,” the director replied
firmly. (J.A.)
10. This was one of the major treasures of her very Egypt.
(W.S.)
11. Nate woke up sideways, covered in blood, scared beyond
words, but very much alive and suddenly aware that it was
still raining. (J.G.)
12. “So,” said Wood, at long last, jerking Harry from a wistful
fantasy about what he could be eating for breakfast at this
very moment up at the castle. (J.K.R.)
13. If he had missed the last half-hour of plot, just one room
would be dark in a story he probably already knew. (M.O.)
14. Both were ragged and tired, but they were very much
alive. (D.B.)
15. Do you think it was a military war games exercise that
went very wrong? (N.D.)
16. The idea was that a photographer as inventive and
accomplished as Coltrane could perhaps make some
stalkers very visible. (D.M.)
17. It took him three ambassadors, two wives, and the political
correspondent of Pravda before he managed to reach Harry
Nourse without causing undue suspicion. (J.A.)
18. He was within arm’s length of total panic now <... > (S.K.)
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19. There was sawdust on the floor and years of grease on the
low ceiling. (K.F.)
20. When he had first met Utte, she had been holding a very
senior position in the technical section of the German
national telecommunications network <...> (W.S.)
21. “You know the estate?”
“I’ve passed it. It’s in the castle district. Twenty minutes
from here.”
Langdon frowned. “That far?” (D.B.)
22. At most, Dhar lived part-time in Bombay. (J.I.)
Exercise 2. How is stylistic effect achieved in the following
sentences?
1. “Listen. I canʼt tell you how sorry I am about your friend,”
Coltrane paused, a renewed shock of grief jolting through
him. “Ilkovic is going to be even sorrier.” (D.M.)
2. Tray proceeds through the room, killing people one by one,
and I followed several deaths behind him, restoring where I
can some small measure of dignity to the deceased. (D.K.)
3. Jackie looked at Burke in silence for almost a full block.
(K.F.)
“Any sight of the girl?”
“Not a chance. We’re a couple of days away at best, and
now we’re floating backward.” (J.G.)
4. “No, no,” Teabing said, going to a nearby table of books.
(D.B.)
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5. A finger of rugged lava protruded into the ocean. Centuries
of waves had smoothed it enough to make a landing
possible. (M.C.)
6. They were silent again, both of them thinking furiously.
(W.S.)
7. Listen to me, Tarrance, and listen good. (J.G.)
8. Vinod’s cars were never luxurious – nor could the dwarf
have managed private ownership of these thoroughly
second-hand vehicles without accepting a loan from Dr.
Daruwalla. (J.I.)
9. “You loved your fantasy of me very intensely,” Jenn said,
“and kept trying to squeeze the real me into that fantasy.”
(R.B.P.)
10. She was always hungry and found it a furious exhaustion to
feed a patient who couldn’t eat or didn’t want to, watching
the bread crumble away, the soup cool, which she desired
to swallow fast. (M.O.)
11. Then a torch was shone into Nicholas’s face and a very
English voice said “Hello, Nice. Nice surprise.” (W.S.)
12. A Texaco receipt shows a purchase of gasoline in Vaiden,
Mississippi, about an hour and a half from here. (J.G.)
13. “Did you really?” said Mr. Weasley eagerly.
“Did it go all right? I – I mean,” he faltered as sparks flew
from Mrs. Weasley's eyes, “that – that was very wrong,
boys - very wrong indeed ...” (J.K.R.)
14. He called me yesterday afternoon and asked me to assure
you that he’s very much alive. (J.A.)
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15. When they were all seated, the waiter brought menus.
“You come here very much, Jesse?” Brianna said. (R.B.P.)
16. “I’ll take the left arc,” Vittoria said, indicating the left half
of the circumference. “You go right. See you in a hundred
and eighty degrees.” (D.B.)
Exercise 3. Which grammatical norms were violated in the
following examples of unconventional usage of tense forms,
double negation, tautological subject and etc. What additional
information does the reader get?
1. Langdon groaned. He couldn’t believe that under the
circumstances the man was being a stickler for dress code.
(D.B.)
2. “But some succeed?”
“Must do, I guess, otherwise there wouldn’t be no place as
America.” (K.F.)
3. “Don’t forget, I am coming with you,” she told him
severely. “Don’t you dare to even think of leaving me
behind.” (W.S.)
4. “My ancestors … not smart,” Cobb continued. “And you’re
right. I don’t give a f..k about Columbus. But he’s got
something that belong to me, and I need it.” (L.D.)
5. Dogs running loose they could be lost for days before
anybody notices. Now, with the leash laws, people notice
any dog that’s loose. (R.B.P.)
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6. “I are never touching it,” Dhar answered in English – in a
flawless imitation of the policeman’s Hindi accent. (J.I.)
7. You came to me today complaining of injustice. This kind
of thing happens all too often: ordinary men and women
cruelly abused for the benefit of some greedy brute, a
George Jamisson or a Sidney Lennox. (K.F.)
8. “You shall go now,” he said fiercely, pointing down at Mr.
Malfoy. “You shall not touch Harry Potter. You shall go
now.” (J.K.R.)
9. Bob was being his usual provocative self, baiting the expert
into betraying enthusiasm. (L.D.)
10. He told Farrokh that he was seeking the very best wife,
with or without caste-consciousness or religion. (J.I.)
11. “You got there after the lights were on.”
“ ‘Course, you can’t board in the dark.”
“ ‘Course,” Jesse said. “Anyway, so we’re boarding, maybe
five minutes, and I come down the ramp and hit a pebble
and fall on my ass and the board goes off into the dark. And
I go to get it and see this guy and I yell for Sid and we can
tell he’s dead, and – ” (R.B.P.)
12. “Dr. Finch won’t come out at this time of night for no
nigger girl,” said Kobe in a shaky voice. (K.F.)

INVERSION
Exercise 4. How is inversion created in the sentences below?
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1. She never dreamed about the accident, seldom visited her
vague memories of dying. (L.H.)
2. The pounding continued, impatient, as he went to the door.
(M.C.)
3. As he turned, though, he stopped. Coming from the coffin
he heard a sound. It was not a sound any fireman ever liked
to hear. (D.B.)
4. Rarely did the silence whisper to him anything worth
hearing, but that didn’t mean it wouldn’t, and being there
helped him think. (R.B.P.)
5. “Less is better”, the makeup expert had assured her, and
truth to tell, there was a difference. (M.H.C.)
6. Behind the villa a rock wall rose higher than the house. To
the west of the building was a long enclosed garden, and
twenty miles away was the carpet of the city of Florence,
which often disappeared under the mist of the valley.
(M.O.)
7. So intent was she that she seemed completely oblivious of
him and everybody else about her. (W.S.)
8. “They really mean something?” Vivian asked, her voice
amazed. “Those are really words? You’re sure?” (L.D.)
9. “Then let’s get out of here”, Rainbird said, and shoved
Hockstetter, pale and wide-eyed, out into the corridor.
(S.K.)
10. I used to tell her she ought to have been in my House.
Very cheeky answers I used to get too. (J.K.R.)
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11. He’ll get a grand jury subpoena for Mark, and away you
go to New Orleans. (J.G.)
12. And of the upsetting news that he couldn’t yet bring
himself to impart to his dear younger friend, Farrokh felt
afraid. (J.I.)
13. He believed in ghosts good and bad, yet could tell you
exactly how electricity was generated and fed into a light
bulb. (L.D.)
14. It remains uncertain which of the two front-runners he will
support, and on that decision could hang the result of the
election. (J.A.)
15. The couple on the beach stood there, naked, frozen, as
though someone had pushed the Pause button of the world,
except that the surf rolled in slow motion on the beach, and
the horizon glowed with orange and red fire. (N.D.)
16. Most winters he spent puttering around the villages of
Brandon and Porlock, and he had convinced authorities that
Exmoor was an ideal location for bomb-disposal training.
(M.O.)
17. Down they went, with the great cauldron of the Nile
boiling and hissing and steaming with spray hundreds of
feet below them. (W.S.)
18. Not even to Sonya could she admit her real feelings, but
especially not to Steve, even if he had spared her some of
his precious hours he spent away for her. (R.R.)
19. With an almost comical spring to his step, Parks moved to
the overturned table <...> (G.L.)
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20. It would, however, be the last time: of that she had no
doubt at all. (K.F.)
21. You’ll return the tender to Moresby at the end of the lease
period? (M.C.)
22. You want me to get couple more people down here for
traffic? (R.B.P.)
23. Up I went. Four floors, which reminded me of the fivestory walk-up where I grew up on Manhattan’s Lower East
Side. (N.D.)
24. You are not responsible for any of what has happened?
(L.Ch.)
25. Heavy friends, Mrs. Paciorek had. (S.P.)
Exercise 5. What is the stylistic function of inversion in the
examples below.
1. Jim Bishop gave him a forbidding look, clearing his throat,
“Youʼre sure you didnʼt miss anything?” (R.R.)
2. Although Glick’s first monthly review had come back filled
with superlatives–resourceful, sharp, dependable – here he
was in Vatican City on “Pope-Watch.” (D.B.)
3. And they were too compulsive to leave the place unimmaculate for the company to see. Even had they
successfully killed him they were moving on. He was to be
their final triumph. (R.B.P.)
4. She looked up into the tree and then only by chance looked
back down and saw his hands shaking, tense and hard like
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an epileptic’s, his breathing deep and fast, over in a
moment. (M.O.)
5. They have me in the same hospital with the crazy people?
(J.G.)
6. Never once in all the years she’d known her had Sammy
left her desk cluttered. (M.H.C.)
7. Down and down it plunged, and they winged out over the
void until they could look directly down, a mile and more
on to the glittering snake of the river in the depths. (W.S.)
8. Roy would take the call, walk to Trumann’s office, and off
they’d go to find the late Boyd Boyette. (J.G.)
9. He was a man happy and contented. (W.S.)
10. Not until he was nearly upon it did Racine completely
admit to himself that this was in fact a man’s body, naked
in the ankle-deep swirl of tide. (L.D.)
11. My motherʼs wineglasses I set on the little dining table.
That done, Iʼd moved in. (S.P.)
12. Not for nothing had generations of the man’s forebears
remained north for education and culture, and Cobb
himself, still untanned after a year of exile in Eleuthera,
was testimony to the immutability of genetic stubbornness.
(L.D.)
13. It was another five minutes before Jackson caught his first
glimpse of the house – though house it was not. A century
earlier it had been the place of an emperor’s firstborn.
(J.A.)
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14. As Mack worked he thought about where this coal was
going: all the London drawing rooms it would heat, all the
thousands of kitchen fires, all the bakery ovens and
breweries it would fuel. (K.F.)
15. Up and down from his elbow to his wrist was a linear
pattern of needle scars and track marks that attested to
twenty years spent on the razor. (G.L.)
16. “It’s a modulated laser,” Kenner said. “Shoots a fivehundred-megahertz dart that delivers a four-millisecond jolt
that inactivates cerebella functioning. Down you go.
Unconsciousness is immediate. But it only lasts a few
minutes.” (M.C.)
17. She couldnʼt bring herself to ask any other questions, and
in silence they finished what remained of their meal. (L.H.)
18. Then the door opened and in came Vivian Sternwood in a
polka-dot dress. (R.B.P.)
19. Rare had been the opportunity, when he’d been able to
carry the Detroit PD, Narcotics Division, badge. (L.Ch.)
20. Dark red is the face, sweating. (H.D.)
21. By all outward appearances, it was pleasant enough dinner
conversation, but hanging over us was the future, which
would begin at the next morning. (N.D.)
22. “Mr. Langdon,” Vernet said, “you will bring the box over
to me. And be aware that I’m asking you because you I
would not hesitate to shoot.” (D.B.)

120

23. Into the clearing came Fish Boy? His friend, and Peg,
followed by five or six Indian men, all carrying bows.
(K.F.)
24. “Don't be so sure!” said Lockhart, waggling a finger
annoyingly at Seamus. “Devilish tricky little blighters they
can be!” (J.K.R.)
25. Other places, he photographed from an alley, a school
yard, the side of a freeway, and the back of a pickup truck.
(D.M.)
Exercise 6. Find examples of complete and partial inversion in
the sentences below. What stylistic effect is achieved?
1. In it <the picture>, the young warrior holds at the end of his
outstretched arm the head of Goliath, ravaged and old.
(M.O.)
2. Anyway, Stein, like me, probably missed the NYPD, but
the police commissioner wanted him here, and here he was,
about to get up my ass about something. (N.D.)
3. Often, he failed to return phone calls, which was unusual
for Jerome. (J.G.)
4. At the very end of the corridor hung a portrait of a very fat
woman in a pink silk dress. (J.K.R.)
5. Almost with relief they watched the northern wall rise to
meet them, and the high mountains of the Choke range
stood up against the tall blue African sky, higher than their
fragile little craft was flying. (W.S.)
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6. In the flash of images before they hit, Nate saw a boy with
a sack running through tall grass, soaking wet and
frightened. (J.G.)
7. Her last connections with the seventh scroll were lost. After
three years of work, gone was the proof that it had ever
existed. (W.S.)
8. Unwanted gifts he returned for store credit, old items of
apparel he bundled and had collected by the Goodwill, and
since Roger never purchased anything on impulse, he used
whatever he bought. (L.D.)
9. As a professional he gave almost three decade’s service to
his country; you only have to look around to see the high
regard in which he was held by his peers. But most of all,
as a husband to Maggie and a father to Tara, we will
remember him. (J.A.)
10. He had been startled how quickly his past had resurfaced.
And with it, of course, had come his skills. Rusty but
serviceable. (D.B.)
11. She would not join in the jollity, of course: she had to play
Lady Bountiful, serene and aloof. (K.F.)
12. The lead car made a U-turn on Central Park South, which
not many people can get away with, and off we went in a
three-car convoy. (N.D.)
13. From the bag she pulled it out, and her trembling fingers
were soothed by just its touch. (G.L.)
14. Sitting erectly on the couch were two men. (M.C.)
15. Briefly, Elizabeth told them what had happened. (M.H.C.)
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16. He was interested in Ted, and in Peter. Kenner he
inspected briefly, then looked away. (M.C.)
17. The rosary I attached to the right side of the belt. (S.P.)
18. “His name I know,” Paglia said, jerking his head toward
Robinson. (R.B.P.)
19. So astonished were the ancients to observe this
phenomenon, that Venus and her pentacle became symbols
of perfection, beauty, and the cyclic qualities of sexual
love. (D.B.)
20. Tall, he had a solid-looking body, his chest, shoulders, and
upper arms developed like a weightlifterʼs. (D.M.)
21. The door opened and in walked Jay’s brother, Robert. Jay
leaped to his feet astonished. (K.F.)
22. Mingled with relief, though, was a sentence of regret.
(L.H.)

DETACHED CONSTRUCTIONS
Exercise 7. What is the syntactical function of the detached
lexical units in the following sentences? Which punctuation
marks are used?
1. One night, after my father had given my mother an
especially thorough workover, he did something heʼd never
done before – he started on me. (D.M.)
2. Evans told himself he should find a more satisfying
relationship. Something more serious, more adult. More
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suited to his age and station in life. But he was busy, and
just took things as they came. (M.C.)
3. “Don’t you want to know what I’m asking you to protect
him from?”
“I assume I know,” Burke said. “People who might want to
kill him for being a Negro. And himself.” (R.B.P.)
4. The chamber was dark. Medieval. Stone. (D.B.)
5. But you, me, your wife – all of us in Federal law
enforcement – cannot lend credence to those who have
alternative and perhaps paranoid theories about what
happened here five years ago. (N.D.)
6. There was an odour of the sea. The smell of rust. Indigo.
Ink. River-mud arrow-wood formaldehyde paraffin ether.
The tide of airs chaotic. There were screams of camels in
the distance as they picked up the scents. (M.O.)
7. Through the windshield, we had a view of the first house
we ever owned. Slate roof. Stacked-stone and stucco walls.
Imposing but not pretentious lines. Welcoming. (D.K.)
8. He knew that the chief of police would have been praying
for a thunderstorm, but it was a typical winter’s day in St.
Petersburg – cold, sharp, and clear. (J.A.)
9. When angry he became even more like Father, red faced
and pompous. (K.F.)
10. I had designed it for him when he had grown dissatisfied
with the puny weapons that, up to until that time, were all
that available to him. (W.S.)
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11. But the suburb was mostly the residence of young families,
and it had been a lonely summer for Marshall. Which was
why he could not believe his good fortune at meeting this
girl. This extraordinarily beautiful and sexy girl. (M.C.)
12. At home, in Toronto, where he’d spent most of his adult
life, the doctor enjoyed the reputation – especially among
Indians who'd never been to India, or who’d never gone
back – of being genuine “old India hand”; he was even
considered quite brave. (J.I.)
13. “Columbus kept two diaries,” Cobb corrected. “One for his
crew’s consumption, to convince them that they hadn’t
gone as far as they thought so that they wouldn’t want to
turn back. And an unexpurgated version for himself and for
the king and queen.” (L.D.)
14. She stared at me, frozen. (S.P.)
15. Tony Kornheiser thought it would be nothing less than a
miracle if the Redskins beat the Packers – the finest team in
the country. (J.A.)
16. “Listen,” Sophie said, her voice softening. “I think my
grandfather may have left me a message at the Mona Lisa
– some kind of clue as to who killed him. Or why I’m in
danger.” Or what happened to my family . “I have to go
see.” (D.B.)
17. Relief – warm, sweeping, glorious relief – swept over
Harry. (J.K.R.)
18. If they were found, and if it turned out that it was a dead
end – that they didn’t see or tape anything – then that’s the
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end of it. The rest of the case – the eyewitnesses and the
forensic evidence – have been gone over a million times.
(N.D.)
19. It seemed that all her life, as I had known it, replayed itself
before my eyes. (W.S.)
20. This caused a new waiter – the same waiter who’d driven
the crow off the ceiling fan – to mishandle a soup tureen
and a ladle. (J.I.)
21. “I have no idea,” Dix said. “What I’ve been giving you are
informed, or at least experienced, guesses.” (R.B.P.)
22. Raised and nurtured by a succession of brilliant refugees,
she spoke several languages – Slovak, Czech, French,
German, Yiddish, and rather self-consciously southernaccented English – with complete fluency, and somehow
she also seemed to incorporate into her personality the kind
of worldly wisdom, almost ennui, that would be less of a
surprise in a much older woman. (L.D.)
23. But now, sitting on the airplane, he was very still.
Implacable. He had the manner of a man who was telling
obvious truths, even though none of it was obvious to Peter.
(M.C.)
24. He would see the first choice as an almost intolerable
affront to his authority – he was the type – but the second
choice could be a career-killer. (L.H.)
Exercise 9. What is the function of the detached constructions
in the following examples? Are they used to define a term, to
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specify a notion, to provide additional information, to illustrate
a notion, to explain the relations between the notions, to
describe an object etc. Which punctuation marks are used?
1. Langdon wondered if all of the art could possibly be
evacuated if necessary. He knew it was impossible. Many
of the pieces were sculptures weighing tons. Not to
mention, the greatest treasures were architectural – the
Sistine Chapel, St. Peter’s Basilica, Michelangelo’s famed
spiral staircase leading to the Musèo Vaticano – priceless
testaments to man’s creative genius. (D.B.)
2. She was an admirer of the late G.K. Chesterton, the English
writer, and she made me an admirer of his, as well. (D.K.)
3. Nearly Headless Nick, the ghost of Gryffindor Tower, was
staring morosely out of a window, muttering under his
breath, “... don't fulfill their requirements ... half an inch, if
that ...” (J.K.R.)
4. I said to him, “In other words – and I don’t mean this in a
pejorative way – they tried to shake your testimony.”
(N.D.)
5. It <the building> stood alone on top of the battlements,
linked by colour to the white marble of the Duomo and the
Camposanto, though its roughness and naive form seemed
part of another era. Like some gift from the past that had to
be accepted. (M.O.)
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6. Increasingly, Packard (his eyes drooping, his whisper more
filled with phlegm) didnʼt have the strength to continue the
conversation. (D.M.)
7. Connor knew how much Maggie would have enjoyed the
Dance of the Willis, the spirits of thirty-six young brides
dressed in their wedding gowns, pirouetting in the
moonlight. (J.A.)
8. The Vatican Museum housed over 60,000 priceless pieces
in 1,407 rooms – Michelangelo, da Vinci, Bernini,
Botticelli. (D.B.)
9. He was disfigured – he had lost one ear, he was completely
bald and he had a huge goiter like a hen’s egg on his neck –
and he was ironically known as beau Bell. (K.F.)
10. The hippopotamus is the familiar of Hapi, the goddess of
the Nile. (W.S.)
11. A dark green sign, larger than it needed to be, said
SEASCAPE, in gold-colored scroll. (R.B.P.)
12. Dr. Daruwalla was a happily married man; however, he
would not have admitted – even to his dear wife – that he
was in love with Lady Duckworth, for he’d fallen in love
with her photographs and with her story when he was a
child. (J.I.)
13. But it was the amorphous quality of the network – fluid,
rapidly evolving – that made it so difficult to combat.
(M.C.)
14. A high-speed boat had immediately left the area after the
explosion, and no one – not the Navy, not the FBI, not the
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Coast Guard, and not the CIA – had ever identified or
found that missed boat. (N.D.)
15. United’s Flight 815 from Chicago had landed on time, at
eleven twenty. (J.A.)
16. There were no telltale dents in the cushions of my couch,
and my baskets of mail – correspondence/business,
correspondence /personal, bills – were as neatly organized
as I had left them. The sideboard drawers that contained my
grandmother’s cutlery – arguably my most valuable
material possession – were slush with the cherry wood
frame, and my television set rested securely on its mobile
stand. (L.D.)
17. Ordinarily the refectory in a convent is cloistered – that
means only friars can use the room. (S.P.)
18. It was almost a year since Jay had seen him last, and
Robert was getting more and more like their father: beefy,
scowling, curt. (K.F.)
19. My Lord Intef does not indulge in unnecessary generosity,
even towards a goddess. (W.S.)
20. “How about they serve their sentence with me?” Jesse
said. Rita stared at him and began to smile. “They sweep
up,” Jesse said, “empty trash, run errands, shovel snow,
keep the cruisers clean ... like that.” (R.B.P.)
21. To Dr. Daruwalla’s surprise, he saw a vulture (possibly the
same vulture) above the golf course again; the bird was
lower in the sky, as if it was not en route to or from the
Towers of Silence but as if it was descending. (J.I.)
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22. Her televised testimony against Cobb – now serving a tenyear prison term – followed closely by her publication of
the unexpurgated, annotated version of Columbus’s Diary,
has gained her much attention from many quarters. (L.D.)
23. The symbol was known as a crux gemmata – a cross
bearing thirteen gems – a Christian ideogram for Christ and
His twelve apostles. (D.B.)
24. Whenever George neglected her – which, in recent
months, was increasingly often – she would find a reason to
sue somebody. (M.C.)
25. At Tara’s christening Father Graham had asked the
Almighty that the child might be blessed with the looks of
Maggie and the brains of – Maggie. (J.A.)
Exercise 10. Which stylistic devices accompany detachment in
the following examples? What is the effect achieved?
1. His voice was so – so careful. Without accent. Like
distilled water. (S.P.)
2. We must all be aware there are disinformation groups
funded by industry – petroleum, automotive – who will
seize on the report that some glaciers are growing, and use
it to argue against global warming. (M.C.)
3. I could compile a very long list of things we don’t have in
common – music, food, drinks, attitudes toward the job,
position of the toilet seat, and so forth – but for some
reason that I can’t comprehend, we’re in love. (N.D.)
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4. “He’s not a pauper –“
“Yes he is, you saw that awful scene with his father – his
patrimony is a horse – Lizzie, you cannot do this!” (K.F.)
5. His anorexic blond girlfriend had dangerously empty eyes –
spacey as an MTV hostess – and wore a little silver clip
attached to her nose. (L.D.)
6. He had been of dark complexion, with Egyptian eyes the
colour of polished obsidian, a man with more physical
strength than beauty, but with a generous and noble heart –
some might say too generous and too trusting, for he had
died destitute, with his heart broken by those he had
thought his friends, alone in the darkness, cut off from the
sunshine of Pharaoh’s favour. (W.S.)
7. The Herbology class was very subdued; there were now
two missing from their number, Justin and Hermione.
(J.K.R.)
8. She was never much of a letter writer. Not much of a wife
either. (R.B.P.)
9. Granted, although the Great Royal took good care of its
children, Farrokh couldn’t say with certainty that the
children performers were as well treated in all the Indian
circuses; the performances in several of these circuses were
so abject – not to mention unskilled and careless – that the
doctor surmised that the tent life in such places was
shabbier, too. (J.I.)
10. Coltrane shook hands with him – not surprisingly, Nolanʼs
grip had force – then introduced Jennifer. (D.M.)

131

11. He grabbed the point of the hat and pulled it off. It hung
limply in his hand, grubby and faded. (J.K.R.)
12. This group was made up mostly of credible people who
worked on the accident investigation for various civilian
agencies, plus friends and family of the dead passenger and
crew. Plus, of course, the usual conspiracy theory nuts.
(N.D.)
13. I’ve recently arrived here, and I’ve been scandalized by the
attitudes of the most prominent men in the colony –
scandalized. (K.F.)
14. They had lunch in a Mexican restaurant in Culvert City. It
was quiet. There were a handful of film editors in the
corner, from nearby Sony Studios. A couple of high school
kids necking. A group of older women in sunhats. (M.C.)
15. I usually end up handing over around a quarter of the sum
demanded – in used, traceable notes. (J.A.)
16. I struck my head hard on the side of the cabin, and from
deep within me, a dark and comfortable cloud seeped up, a
cushion. A place to rest. Oblivion. It was very close, very
tempting, and I closed my eyes. (L.D.)
17. And now, as she called the fourth and final number – the
number she was not supposed to call unless the first three
could not be reached – she got an answering machine.
(D.B.)
18. Oh, Taita, I am so glad that you are here – you of all
people! It is so fitting. It makes all so perfect. (W.S.)
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19. Dr. Daruwalla admired the mental toughness of the Jesuits,
but the twin – who was what the Jesuits call a scholastic (in
training to be a priest) – would have to be more than
mentally tough in order to endure a recurring mistaken
identity of this magnitude. (J.I.)
20. He was known to everyone along the camel route from the
Sudan north to Giza, the Forty Days Road. (M.O.)
21. I am leading to the notion of social control, Peter. To the
requirement of every sovereign state to exert control over
the behavior of its citizens, to keep them orderly and
reasonably docile. To keep them driving on the right side of
the road – or the left, as the case may be. To keep them
paying taxes. And of course we know that social control is
best managed through fear. (M.C.)
22. From where he was, with a double-barreled ten-gauge, he
couldn’t miss. (R.B.P.)
23. Conversely, the clicks – amplified in the confinement of
this narrow shelter – had prevented him from hearing their
footsteps creep toward him. (D.M.)

PARALLEL CONSTRUCTIONS
Exercise 11. Divide the examples into two groups: a) complete
parallel constructions; b) partial parallel constructions.

133

1. She needed to go inside. He was either there, or he wasnʼt.
He was either behind that big oak at the edge of the yard, or
he wasnʼt. (L.H.)
2. The better-tailored the outfit, the more colorful the sash, the
more numerous the medals, the less significant the country,
Lawrence thought as he stepped forward to greet his visitor.
(J.A.)
3. She argued that in order for antimatter to be taken
seriously, she and her father had to prove two things. First,
that cost-effective amounts could be produced. And second,
that the specimens could be safely stored. (D.B.)
4. “You,” he said, “as a criminal investigator, look for and
expect to find a crime. I, as a safety engineer, look for and
expect to find – and have always found – a safety issue or
pilot error as a cause to an aircraft accident.” (N.D.)
5. Finally they decided to wait until tomorrow. If Mitch was
gunned down somewhere, they would stay in Memphis. If
he was never found, they would stay in Memphis. If the
feds caught him, they would hit the road, Jack. (J.G.)
6. Come along, Royan. Life is real. Life is urgent. (W.S.)
7. I came down at about six o’clock. The lights were on; the
window was open; the copy machine was on. (M.H.C.)
8. “Well, aren’t you funny,” she said. Her voice slurred a little
bit. “You don’t fear anything. You don’t love anything.”
(R.B.P.)
9. The PLM callously ignores the plight of the poorest and the
most desperate human beings on our planet in order to keep
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fat politicians in office, rich news anchors on the air, and
conniving lawyers in Mercedes-Benz convertibles. Oh, and
university professors in Volvos. Let’s not forget them.
(M.C.)
10. Нe was the last thing she thought of when she went to bed
at night, and the first thing she thought of when she opened
her eyes in the morning. (S.Sh.)
11. He was aware that these ritual visits to the White House
were usually nothing more than ego-massing, so that the
elected representatives could return to their districts and
inform the voters – if they were Democrats – how close
their relationship was with the president, or – if they were
Republicans – how the president was dependent on their
support to get any legislation through. (J.A.)
12. I cannot remember whether I was breathing like a
marathon runner or was barely able to draw my breath,
whether the sight of Milo in mortal danger sharpened my
wits or dulled them. (D.K.)
13. That was why Hugh had left the expensive Windfield
boarding school and become a day boy at the Folkestone
Academy for Sons of Gentlemen; it was why he started
work at nineteen instead of doing a European tour and
wasting a few years at a university; it was why he lived
with his aunt; and it was why he did not have new clothes
to wear to the party. (K.F.)
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14. The hate groups were too obvious. They had made too
many threats, thrown too many rocks, held too many
parades, made too many speeches. (J.G.)
15. No one believed it and everyone believed it. I believed it
and I didn’t believed it. (N.D.)
16. Edward was not well liked at school: he was too lazy to be
a good student, too clumsy to do well in games and too
selfish to make many friends. (K.F.)
17. Your family is rich – you’re not. My family is rich – I’m
not. We’re both in the same leaky rowboat, darling. (S.Sh.)
18. Be prudent, Peter. Watch your back. Don’t discuss what
you are doing with anyone – with anyone – except me. Try
not to use your cell phone. Avoid e-mail. And keep an eye
out in case you are followed. (M.C.)
19. When he talked like that she hated him, her eyes remaining
polite, her mind wanting to slap him. (M.O.)
20. Connor’s eyes never left Zerimski. He carefully noted his
every movement, the stances he took, the poses he struck.
(J.A.)
21. Slowing Remy down had become Sophie’s task.
Finding the right tomb had become Langdon’s. (D.B.)
22. They were a cultured race when we peoples of northern
climes were still dressing in untanned skins and living in
caves. They were Christians when Europeans were still
pagans, worshipping the old gods, Pan and Diana. (W.S.)
23. If someone throws a rotten egg at him you let it go. If
someone calls him a vile jigaboo you pay no attention. If
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Robinson comes into the stands after the miscreant who
threw the egg, you stop him. If someone tries to shoot
Robinson, you stop him. Do you understand? (R.B.P.)
24. Harry looked nothing like the rest of the family. Uncle
Vernon was large and neckless, with an enormous black
mustache; Aunt Petunia was horse-faced and bony; Dudley
was blond, pink, and porky. Harry, on the other hand, was
small and skinny, with brilliant green eyes and jet-black
hair that was always untidy. He wore round glasses, and on
his forehead was a thin, lightning-shaped scar. (J.K.R.)
25. Put aside anger, vengeance, put aside fear for the moment.
Maintain eye focus. See. There he was just on the left.
(L.D.)
Exercise 12. Which stylistic devices is parallelism backed up
with in the following sentences? Which stylistic effect is
achieved?
1. Within me, distortions occurred as well: to my perception
of my place in the world, to my expectations of social order
and simple justice, to my vision of the future. (D.K.)
2. He couldnʼt count how many times, in how many
languages, he had heard this wail. In northern Israel, after a
Shiʼite Muslim rocket barrage. In Chechnya, after a
Russian artillery assault on a rebel village. (D.M.)
3. He told them about hearing the disembodied voice, how
Hermione had finally realized that he was hearing a basilisk
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4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

in the pipes; how he and Ron had followed the spiders into
the forest, that Aragog had told them where the last victim
of the basilisk had died; how he had guessed that Moaning
Myrtle had been the victim, and that the entrance to the
Chamber of Secrets might be in her bathroom <...> (J.K.R.)
In fact, most of my history was spread out down there –
John Corey as a kid playing on the mean streets of the
Lower East Side, John Corey as a rookie cop on the
Bowery, John Corey the homicide detective, and last, John
Corey contract agent for the Federal Anti-Terrorist Task
Force. (N.D.)
The Indigo Apple had a lot of etched glass and blue
curtains. For breakfast it specialized in omelets with
regional names. Italian omelets with tomato sauce,
Mexican omelets with cheese and peppers, Swedish
omelets with sour cream and mushrooms. (R.B.P.)
What are you afraid of? That God will show himself
somewhere other than inside these walls? That people will
find him in their own lives and leave your antiquated rituals
behind? (D.B.)
He was the second son. The oldest son would go into the
army, the next brother would be a doctor, a brother after
that would become a businessman. An old tradition in his
family. (M.O.)
Pictures of Leila were splashed over the next three pages of
the paper: Leila at a premiere, with her first husband; Leila
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on a safari, with her second husband; Leila with Ted. Leila
accepting her Oscar – stock publicity shots. (M.H.C.)
9. She knows that in the last three years Morolto gang and its
accomplices have taken over eight hundred million bucks
in cash out of this country and deposited it in various banks
in the Caribbean. She knows which banks, which accounts,
the dates, a bunch of stuff. She knows that the Moroltos
control at least three hundred and fifty companies chartered
in the Caymans, and that these companies regularly send
clean money back into the country. She knows the dates
and amounts of the wire transfers. She knows of at least
forty U.S. corporations owned by Cayman corporations
owned by Moroltos. She knows a helluva lot, Tarrance.
She’s a very knowledgeable woman, don’t you think?
(J.G.)
10. Jay forgot how cold and wet he was and began to feel
exhilaration: it was the thrill of the hunt and the prospect of
a kill. (K.F.)
11. They are met by uncles who wouldn’t dream of letting
them carry any luggage but a hand bag. They are kissed by
aunts who cry a little at the sight of them. (H.D.)
12. I know where he’s going, I know how he’s getting there.
(G.D.)
13. If Roger did not come out of the kitchen I would go home,
write him a postcard with my apologies, and get on with
my life. I would leave him in the hands of his Book Review
and Arts &Leisure and Week in Review and get a grip on
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my emotions. I would stop at Ben & Jerry’s and treat
myself to a fattening double chocolate milkshake. I would
challenge Grandma to a tournament of silent cribbage, and
win for once. I would write the damn Columbus article,
then graduate to something less predictable. (L.D.)
14. This arrangement. She has you when she wants you. If she
gets in trouble, you’re there. If she needs sympathy or
support or understanding, you’re there. If she wants to see
somebody else, she’s free to. (R.B.P.)
15. It meant Lizzie had no home but this plantation, no family
but Jay. (K.F.)
16. Usually, fugitives panicked on the street and did something
stupid. Stole a car. Robbed a store. Used a bank card in
desperation. Whatever mistake they committed, they
quickly made their whereabouts known to local authorities.
(D.B.)
17. Neither Fred, who masterminded the murder plot, nor
Eddie Lawrence, who directed Rower like a deadly missile,
had forfeited their lives. (M.R.R.)
18. “I have a problem”, Kenner said, “with other people
deciding what is in my best interests when they don’t live
where I do, when they don’t know the local conditions or
the local problems I face, when they don’t even live in the
same country as I do, but they still feel – in some far-off
Western city, at a desk in some glass skyscraper in Brussels
or Berlin or New York – they still feel that they know the
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solution to all my problems and how I should live my life. I
have a problem with that.” (M.C.)
19. I did not understand why phantom spiders crawled the
nape of my neck, why chills shivered through my bowels
and stomach, why my palms grew damp and my fingers
sometimes trembled when I turned a page – all to a degree
that I had never experienced previously with this work of
fiction or any other. (D.K.)
20. Nadine watches Chris. Chris watches Veronika. (H.D.)
21. I know death now, David. I know all the smells, I know
how to divert them from agony. (M.O.)
22. He went into the bathroom and for a moment stared at his
reflection in the panelled mirror that covered half the wall
around the oversized marble sink. Flecks of grey around his
temples, signs of strain around his mouth. Stress manifests
itself both mentally and physically. (M.H.C.)
23. He’d told himself he was not a good risk. His job was too
dangerous. His past was too painful. (L.Ch.)
24. He had been known to say that crime was caused by
poverty. That was like saying adultery was caused by
marriage. (K.F.)
25. But my fantasies quickly exhausted themselves and I was
left with frustration of the impassible elements: Water I had
come from, air I could not ascend. Fire I needed, for I was
cold. Earth to which I would return. (L.D.)
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Exercise 13. What is the stylistic function of the parallel
constructions below?
1. By the time you do, those elements will have changed. in
that instant, clouds will have shifted, smiles will have
weakened, branches will have been nudged by a breeze.
(D.M.)
2. Slowly Simon stood, feeling as weary as if heʼd been
awake for days on end, as battered as if heʼd fallen off a
cliff. (L.H.)
3. Macri stamped her foot and yelled as loudly as possible, “I
am a professional videographer with the BBC! By Article
12 of the Free Press Act, this film is property of the British
Broadcast Corporation!”
The men did not flinch. The one with the gun took a step
toward her. “I am a lieutenant with the Swiss Guard, and by
the Holy Doctrine governing the property on which you are
now standing, you are subject to search and seizure.”
(D.B.)
4. It <the kite> exists in close symbiotic association with man,
feeding off his rubbish, picking up his leavings, soaking
and circling over his villages or his temporary campsites,
watching for his scraps or waiting patiently for him to squat
in the bushes and then dropping down immediately he has
finished his private business, acting as a universal sewage
disposal agent. (W.S.)
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5. All students will return to their House common rooms by
six o'clock in the evening. No student is to leave the
dormitories after that time. You will be escorted to each
lesson by a teacher. No student is to use the bathroom
unaccompanied by a teacher. All further Quidditch training
and matches are to be postponed. There will be no more
evening activities. (J.K.R.)
6. The 747 had given up most of its secrets. The recovered
bodies had done the same. The eyewitnesses had given
statements. The experts had spoken. The problem was, not
everyone was saying the same thing. (N.D.)
7. “And then maybe we’ve got some suspects,” Jesse said.
“If the shooters bought in Massachusetts,” Healy said.
“And if the gun store did the paper work, and if we didn’t
lose it in the computer, and if they live in Paradise.”
(R.B.P.)
8. Sitting across from them, Evans thought they really were
the odd couple. Morton, big and hearty, dressed casually in
jeans and a worksheet, always seeming to burst from his
clothes. And Nicholas Drake, tall and painfully thin,
wearing a coat and a tie, with his scrawny neck, rising from
the collar of a shirt that never seemed to fit. (M.C.)
9. She began studying the arriving passengers as they came
through the gate. The young, bright, and enthusiastic,
carrying surfboards under their arms; the middle-aged,
bustling and attentive, clutching their children; the old,
slow-moving and thoughtful, bringing up the rear. (J.A.)
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10. He walked quickly to Gate 22 and boarded the 10:04 Delta
flight to Cincinnati. He clutched a magazine full of oneway tickets, all bought with MasterCard. One to Tulsa on
American Flight, leaving at 10:14, and purchased in the
name of Mitch McDeere; one to Chicago on Northwest
Flight 861, leaving at 10:15, and purchased in the name of
Mitchell McDeere; one to Dallas on United Flight 562,
leaving at 10:30, and purchased in the name of Mitchell
McDeere; one to Atlanta on Delta Flight 790, leaving at
11:10, and purchased in the name of Mitchell McDeere.
The ticket to Cincinnati had been bought with cash, in the
name of Sam Fortune. (J.G.)
11. Edward was the way he was because of the influence of
two wicked people, Augusta and Micky. Augusta had
suffocated him and Micky had corrupted him. (K.F.)
12. My turn? Oh, being clever was my turn. Being able to do
things. Passing exams. Going to university and having
chances nobody else had had. (H.D.)
13. She had little motherly advice, and felt like a failure
because her eleven-year-old son was in jail and she
couldn’t get him out. She couldn’t go see him. She couldn’t
go talk to the judge... She couldn’t tell him to talk or to
remain quiet because she was scared too. She couldn’t do a
damned thing... (J.G.)
14. Some of them paint themselves with black, and they are
the color of Canarians, neither black nor white, and some of
them paint themselves with white, and some of them with
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red, and some of them with whatever they find. Some of
them paint their faces, and some of them the whole body,
and some of them only the eyes, and some of them only the
nose. (L.D.)
15. Jesse walked around his apartment. Living room, dining
area, bedroom, kitchen, and bath. Through the sliding doors
to his balcony he could see the harbor. Over the bar, in the
corner of his living room, he could look at his picture of
Ozzie Smith. On his bedside table, he could look at his
picture of Jenn, in a big hat, holding a glass of wine.
(R.B.P.)
16. Plus, I’m only one of two witnesses, to the best of my
knowledge, who has actually seen a surface-to-air missile,
live and in color, up close and personal. (N.D.)
17. The final outcome was inevitable. The rains would come.
The river would spate. The dam would burst. (W.S.)
18. Sparks fly. Cameras whir. Strobes flash. (G.D.)
19. ”We’re going to take these kids to their baseball games,
and we’re going to cheer for them, for Sara,” Krissy vowed
later. “We’re going to take them to school, and go to
Sunday mass ...” (M.R.R.)
20. She looked like a picture of the Virgin Mary, but she
smelled like a sultan’s harem. (K.F.)
21. When Violet is older, there will be questions, so many
questions, and you’ll answer them. If you’re sitting at the
computer, you’ll remove your hands from the keyboard. If
you’re writing with your fancy pen – if she hasn’t flushed it
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down the toilet by then – you’ll screw on the top and set it
down. If you’re having a thought, you’ll put it on hold or
forget it. You’re a father, Roger. Get used to it. (L.D.)
22. Together, they made their plans. Together they would
protect the church. Together they would restore faith to this
faithless world. Evil was everywhere. And yet the world
had become immune! Together they would unveil the
darkness for the world to see… and God would overcome!
Horror and Hope. Then the world would believe! (D.B.)
23. We die containing a richness of lovers and tribes, tastes we
have swallowed, bodies we have plunged into and swum up
as if rivers of wisdom, characters we have climbed into as
if trees, fears we have hidden in as if caves. (M.O.)
24. With a practised eye he skimmed memos, reviewed
printouts, studied projected charts. (M.H.C.)
25. At times like these the differences between them were
most apparent. He was the caution of age, while hers was
the impetuosity of youth. (W.S.)
Exercise 14. Define the stylistic function of a) dictionary and
contextual synonyms b) lexical appositives in syntactically
equivalent positions.
1. Nuclear had proliferated before it was safe, and there were
accidents. Solar had proliferated before it was efficient, and
people lost money. (D.B.)
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2. She was outgoing and vivacious and stimulating, while he
was shy and dull and drab. (S.Sh.)
3. The near end shielded the harbour mouth, the far end jutted
into the open sea. (R.B.P.)
4. There was no visible reaction from Josh. He could’ve been
disappointed because an old friend and fine litigator was
calling it quits. He could’ve been delighted because major
headache was quietly leaving the firm. He could’ve been
indifferent because Nate’s exit was probably inevitable.
(J.G.)
5. Criminals may or may not return to the scene of their
crime, but I know for a fact that cops often return to the
scenes of their unsolved cases. (N.D.)
6. Thirty-eight years previously, Grimbald, his intriguing
father, his unique mother, his unusual brother Lenny, his
irregular brother Lanny, his curious brother Lonny, his
remarkable sister Lola, and his wonderous strange Uncle
Bashir had joined with Clotilda and seven members of her
uncommon and baffling family – all sixteen of them
committed survivalists – to construct a combination home
and end-of-the-world retreat prior to Grimbald and
Clotildaʼs marriage, as a wedding gift. (D.K.)
7. If a man had the power to control others – to feed or starve
them, imprison or free them, kill them or let them live –
what more did he need? (K.F.)
8. Old money’s motto was, If you have it, hide it. New
money’s motto was, If you have it, flaunt it. (S.Sh.)
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9. Vittoria turned, her eyes blazing. “If there’s another way in,
there’s another way out. If this guy disappears, we’re
fungito.” (D.B.)
10. There was a quality in that look that instantly transformed
– without changing a single detail – every negative emotion
I had been feeling toward her to positive. What had been
bad became good, what had been oppression became grace,
what had been complaint became jubilation. (L.D.)
11. “These people are not accustomed to being baby-sat.”
“Yes, sir. And they are not accustomed to being stalked
either.” (J.G.)
12. They were so different: Micky slim, immaculate,
confident; Edward big, clumsy, hoggish. Why were they so
inseparable? (K.F.)
13. He called Drake, but he was gone for the day. He called
Lowenstein, but he was not in the office. He called Margo,
but she did not answer. He called Jennifer Haynes and said
that he would be there tomorrow, at ten o’clock. (M.C.)
14. The persons seated there rose to their feet immediately,
their attitudes servile and their expressions obsequious.
(W.S.)
15. “And if I meet Severus Snape along the way”, he added,
“so much the better for me, so much the worse for him.”
(J.K.R.)
Exercise 15. What is the stylistic function of chiasmus in the
following sentences?
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1. Characters shape events; events illuminate characters.
(D.K.)
2. Hypnotized by my own self-assurance, I had believed
things would be the way I wanted because I wanted them to
be that way. (L.D.)
3. They were linked; what she did affected him, and what he
did affected her. (L.H.)
4. You do not find the Grail, the Grail finds you . (D.B.)
5. He had been staring absent-mindedly into the hedge – and
the hedge was staring back. Two enormous green eyes had
appeared among the leaves. (J.K.R.)
6. At that moment, however, watching my family sleep, I was
in the thrall of a quiet elation and was not thinking of death,
though as it turned out, Death was thinking of me. (D.K.)
7. Think structurally, Nicholas. In terms of how information
functions. What it holds up, what holds it up. (M.C.)

REPETITION
Exercise 16. Define the type of repetition according to the
repeated element: phonetic, morphological, seme, lexical,
synonymic repetition. What are their stylistic functions?
1. In the end, Ginny had subsided into stubborn silence,
thinking her own thoughts behind a mask of cool
indifference. (R.R.)
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2. She sat at the night table, hunched over, reading of the
young boy in India who learned to memorize diverse jewels
and objects on a tray, tossed from teacher to teacher – those
who taught him dialect those who taught him memory
those who taught him to escape the hypnotic. (M.O.)
3. But his expression somehow froze and the eyes glittered in
a way that made cold sweat break out on my forehead.
(S.P.)
4. Jamie enjoyed solitude, but loneliness was a constant ache.
(S.Sh.)
5. Within the dynamic of their couplehood they remained
impervious, immutably themselves. (L.D.)
6. Peter Evans here says the litigation is going forward, and I
believe him. Nick says that the two hundred and fifty grand
was a mistake, and I believe him. (M.C.)
7. In a crisis, she functioned more like a Boom than a
Greenwich, very much the daughter of Grimbald and
Clotilda, working quickly but calmly, confident that she
would be well out of the zone of destruction when the end
of the countdown came. (D.K.)
8. For the next forty minutes they shared their seat with a
colourful selection of other supplicants, applicants,
complainants and petty criminals. (W.S.)
9. Jack Koenig is a tall, thin guy with close cropped gray hair
and gray eyes, and he wears gray suits. I think you’re
supposed to get the impression of steel, but I think of pencil
lead. Maybe concrete. (N.D.)
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10. The man who killed the Senator was a professional killer
who’d murdered many others, according to Romey, and
was a member of a Mafia, and those people would think
nothing of rubbing out an eleven-year-old kid. (J.G.)
11. Jenny will be walking the floor again, to and fro, to and
fro, missing out the board that creaks. (H.D.)
12. “He thinks what matters is looking good, knowing the
right people, driving the right car, owing the right dog ...”
(R.B.P.)
13. With compassionate eyes, Scott studied Ted, taking in the
exhausted droop of his shoulders, the fatigue that emanated
from his body. (M.H.C.)
14. His words were eternal, and they spoke to her clearly from
beyond the grave, from the fields of paradise, from the
presence of the great trinity, Soirees and Isis and Horus, in
whom he believed so devoutly. As devoutly as she believed
in another more recent Trinity. (W.S.)
15. <...> they were more alike than either of them cared to
admit! Both stubborn – although there were some that
would call it being pigheaded or overly prideful. (R.R.)
16. I thought I was going to die. I wanted to die. And I thought
if I was going to die I would die with you. Someone like
you, young as I am, I saw so many dying near me in the last
year. (M.O.)
17. I begged, pleaded, cajoled hem not to blow the whistle.
(L.D.)
18. “Is her composite ready?”
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“Should be,” Acklin said.
“Get her composite, Mitch’s composite; Ray’s composite
and Ray’s mug shot in the hands of every agent and cop. I
want people walking up and down the strip waving those
damn composites.” (J.G.)
19. The distinctness of each area was destroyed as the farm
land shrank and the communities merged, although
sometimes, driving from community to community, if
Coltrane ignored where the borders met and concentrated
only on the historical core of each area, he could still see
the contrast between one community and another. (D.M.)
20. They had always sided with one another in any conflict,
from childhood scraps, through rows with their parents, to
disputes with the pit management. (K.F.)
21. Our plan, our brilliant plan, had failed. I had failed. (G.D.)
22. “You speak with the ignorant devotion of a Swiss Guard.
Perhaps even an officer? Surely you are aware that for
centuries the Illuminati have infiltrated elitist organizations
across the globe. Do you really believe the Vatican is
immune?"
Jesus, Langdon thought, they’ve got someone on the inside.
It was no secret that infiltration was the Illuminati
trademark of power. They had infiltrated the Masons, major
banking networks, government bodies. In fact, Churchill
had once told reporters that if English spies had infiltrated
the Nazis to the degree the Illuminati had infiltrated
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English Parliament, the war would have been over in one
month. (D.B.)
23. I suggested, “Why don’t we have some bubbly?” I opened
a bottle of champagne, poured, and we all clinked glasses.
(N.D.)
24. I dealt in retrospect, reexamination, research, reason,
recollection, not in events unfolding. (L.D.)
25. Nothing was making sense; either she was in shock, or she
was in an alternative universe. The alternative universe had
her vote, because it was impossible that he was standing
there in her kitchen. (L.H.)
Exercise 17. Define the type of repetition according to its
compositional design (anaphora, epiphora, anadiplosis, frame
repetition, distant repetition). What is the stylistic of repetition
in the examples below?
1. Beside me in the passenger seat was my aforementioned
second and hopefully last wife, Kate Mayfield, who had
kept her maiden name for professional reasons. Also for
professional reasons, she’d offered me the use of her
surname since my name was mostly mud around the ATTF.
(N.D.)
2. A man not of your own blood can break upon your
emotions more than someone of your own blood. (M.O.)
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3. Celine Dumont looked with worried eyes, eyes a softer
brown than those of her son, from one man to the other.
(R.R.)
4. Her red hair sings against green. Red. Red for danger.
(H.D.)
5. But he stopped quickly, because thinking about Hermione
was painful.
“Harry Potter is humble and modest,” said Dobby
reverently, his orblike eyes aglow. “Harry Potter speaks not
of his triumph over He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named.“
“Voldemort?” said Harry.
Dobby clapped his hands over his bat ears and moaned,
“Ah, speak not the name, sir! Speak not the name!”
“Sorry” said Harry quickly. “I know lots of people don't
like it. My friend Ron ...”
He stopped again. Thinking about Ron was painful, too.
(J.K.R.)
6. Then suddenly, in July, the German tutor left the castle
without even saying farewell; neither boy was sure why.
<...> The Baron became withdrawn, neither boy was sure
why. Their younger servants, the children’s favourites,
began to disappear one by one; neither boy was sure why.
(J.A.)
7. It might be keen to pretend to be an ordinary woman. A
woman with no traumas in her past. A woman with no dark
spots in her history. (B.G.)
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8. The war is not over everywhere, she was told. The war is
over. The war is over. (M.O.)
9. “What the hell are you trying to tell me?”
“What the hell I am trying to tell you is that <... >“ (W.S.)
10. Look, it’s very simple. More than two hundred people see
a streak of light, and eventually a lot of people are saying
missile. Then there is not one trace of a missile found, so
the FBI rules out a missile. What they should have said is
that there is no evidence of an explosive missile. (N.D.)
11. “It’s really very selfish of you.”
“And it’s really none of your business,” said Harry.
(J.K.R.)
12. She’s pretty good-looking, Jesse thought. A little too
blond, a little too tan, a little too carefully done, maybe,
teeth a little too white. Face is kind of mean, but a good
body. (R.B.P.)
13. They caught me fair and square. Now I’ve got to get away
fair and square. (S.Sh.)
14. I know of these things. I know of his projects. (G.D.)
15. “The reality,” he said, “is that in Iceland the first half of
the twentieth century was warmer that the second half, as in
Greenland. The reality is that in Iceland, most glaciers lost
mass after 1930 because summers warmed by .6 degrees
Celsius, but since then the climate has become colder. The
reality is that since 1970 these glaciers have been steadily
advancing. They have regained half the ground that was
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lost earlier. Right now, eleven are surging. That is the
reality, Nicholas! And will not lie about it.” (M.C.)
16. As I walked along the shore, I talked to Roger as if he
were in next step to me. I promised constant attention, no
criticism, the bed made in the morning. I promised to listen
to Bach. I promised three-minute eggs boiled by a timer,
and not to lose my temper. I promised hash brown potatoes
on Sunday, and that I would raise Violet to appreciate
National Public Radio. Nash would love Roger too – I’d
make sure – and I would bend Grandma to my will.
Alternately, I promised never to bother Roger again and to
stay with him forever. (L.D.)
17. He wished he were the only son. He wished Robert were
dead. If there were an accident today and Robert was killed,
all Jay’s troubles would be over. He wished he had the
nerve to kill him. (K.F.)
18. They sound legitimate. A single sighting could be a fluke
or a prank, but two that close together sound awfully
legitimate. (J.G.)
19. “Cute,” Addie repeated in disgust. “Cartoons are cute.
Dogs are cute. Even some bugs are cute. I don’t want to be
cute. I want to be sexy as all get out.”
“Cute was obviously a poor choice of words,” Milan said.
(B.G.)
20. Instead he pictured a younger Bishop Aringarosa, standing
before the small church in Spain… the church that he and
Silas had built with their own hands. (D.B.)
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21. His cops were good small town cops. But a serial killer?
No one else but him was going to catch the serial killer. No
one else was going to protect Candance Pennington. No
one else was going to fix it with Jenn. (R.B.P.)
22. A small, frail non-violent man, he was severely beaten by
a fat, arrogant county deputy in Texas when he was twentyseven. He lost an eye and lost all respect for the law. Six
months earlier, he landed in Panama City Beach and found
an honest job paying four bucks an hour working the night
shift at the front and only desk of the Sea Gull’s Rest
Motel. Around nine, Friday night, he was watching TV
when a fat, arrogant county deputy swaggered through the
door. (J.G.)
23. The third clue we have had for some time. Certain
government agencies track the sale of restricted high
technologies that might be useful to terrorists. For example,
they track everything that can be used in nuclear weapons
production – centrifuges, certain metals, and so on. They
track the sale of all conventional high explosives. They
track certain critical biotechnologies. And they track
equipment that might be used to disrupt communications
networks – that generate electromagnetic impulses, for
example, or high-intensity radio frequencies. (M.C.)
24. Eventually, in a hundred thousand, in a million years, this
cave would fill to the top and the bats would have to find
another haven. Eventually, the ice caps would melt and this
whole island would be submerged. Eventually, human
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beings would forget the particulars of their past, or cease to
exist altogether, giving way to ages of insects or
amphibians. Eventually, but not yet. We were in time.
(L.D.)
25. Maybe heʼd seen it before. Maybe another patient had told
him about it, and he was curious. Maybe he wanted her to
say that she didnʼt remember anything, so he could put his
trust completely in science, where he felt most comfortable.
(L.H.)
Exercise 18. Comment on the stylistic of repetition in the
examples below.
1. As usual, she wore pink: pink sneakers with yellow laces, a
pink skirt, and a pink-and-cream sweater. (D.K.)
2. “Perhaps we could assist in the copying,” said Acklin.
“Perhaps not. Perhaps if I need your help, perhaps I’ll ask
for it.” (J.G.)
3. Perhaps that was his real hope for immortality, and there
was no price in gold and human life he was no fully
prepared to pay for it. Already men had died in this passion
of his, and he cared not that there would be other sacrifices.
No price was too high. (W.S.)
4. She released him, suddenly drained and exhausted.
(M.H.C.)
5. The pizza was made with green peppers and mushrooms.
Jesse’s favorite. He wondered if it was a coincidence, or if
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Molly knew. He decided that Molly knew. Molly knew a
lot. (R.B.P.)
6. She realized everything she knew about the real world she
learned on her own or from Caravaggio or, during the time
they lived together, from her stepmother, Clara. Clara, who
had once been an actress, the articulate one, who had
articulated fury when they all left for the war. All through
the last year in Italy she has carried the letters from Clara.
Letters she knows were written on a pink rock on an island
in Georgian Bay, written with the wind coming over the
water and curling the paper of her notebook before she
finally tore the pages out and put them in an envelope for
Hana. She carried them in her suitcase, each containing a
flake of pink rock and that wind. (M.O.)
7. Her head went back and forth on the pillow, back and forth,
back and forth, in an endless gesture of negation. She did
not want to think about it, did not, did not. (S.K.)
8. They came to be close to the last place where their friends
and loved ones were alive. They came to hear the green
waves heaving on the sand. They came to see the red and
white Coast Guard house down the road in East Moriches
where victims’ bodies were brought ashore. (N.D.)
9. I never thought of him as a particularly violent man.
Insubordinate, disobedient, insolent, arrogant – but not
savage. (K.F.)
10. I was born a Catholic, raised a Catholic even though I no
longer practiced, so I understood the thrust of this book –
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all about how unequivocally Roman the entire exploratory
enterprise was, from the first funding by the Catholic
sovereigns Ferdinand and Isabella to the Catholic eye that
first saw land, the Catholic foot that trod it, the wooden
cross that was immediately erected. Those nineteenthcentury Knights of Columbus – who else? ‒ transported me
back to my four-grade class at the days of Catholic
arithmetic (God’s order of things), Catholic geography (
two chapters devoted to Ireland as opposed to five pages
for pagan Asia and Africa combined), Catholic history (ask
me anything about the Crusade), and Catholic science (the
jury was still out on Galileo). (L.D.)
11. In times of trouble, in times of stress, in times of doubt, in
times when even a vague sense of misgiving overcomes
her, Penny turns to the same mood elevator: cookies.
(D.K.)
12. Harry told them all about Dobby, the warning he'd given
Harry and the fiasco of the violet pudding. There was a
long, shocked silence when he had finished.
“Very fishy,” said Fred finally.
“Definitely dodgy” agreed George. “So he wouldn't even
tell you who's supposed to be plotting all this stuff?”
(J.K.R.)
13. Wilde could have been reserving to Kate when he talked of
someone who knew the price of everything, the value of
nothing. (S.Sh.)
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14. Suddenly, she began to laugh, wondering whether it was
from hysteria or a sense of suddenly breaking free. Free
from everything – bonds and boundaries and
responsibilities and memories. (R.R.)
15. The Bible represents a fundamental guidepost for millions
of people on the planet, in much the same way the Koran,
Torah, and Pali Canon offer guidance to people of other
religions. If you and I could dig up documentation that
contradicted the holy stories of Islamic belief, Judaic belief,
Buddhist belief, pagan belief, should we do that? Should
we wave a flag and tell the Buddhists that we have proof
the Buddha did not come from a lotus blossom? Or that
Jesus was not born of a literal virgin birth? Those who
truly understand their faiths understand the stories are
metaphorical.”
Sophie looked skeptical. “My friends who are devout
Christians definitely believe that Christ literally walked on
water, literally turned water into wine, and was born of a
literal virgin birth.” (D.B.)
16. The bodies had been thrown into the mass grave with such
careless haste, so tangled among each other, that it was
impossible to know which leg belonged to which torso,
which arm to which shoulder to which neck to which skull.
(D.M.)
17. He looked at her face and saw that she was startled, but not
horrified. (K.F.)
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18. I’m not on the case, and as you know, I never was. Kate, as
you do know, was on the case, but she’s not talking to me.
No one who’s in the ATTF is going to talk to me, and I
don’t want to talk to them. You’re an old friend and a
civilian, so I want you to talk to me. (N.D.)
19. The Staffords owned a large house in Wesley Hights, in
Northwest D.C. They also had a cottage on the Chesapeake
and a cabin in Maine. (J.G.)
20. Mother has been exercising Lulu’s legs on a rug in the sun,
bicycling them up and round, up and round. (H.D.)
21. She loathed and despised herself for being an inadequate
mother-to-be, for her impulsiveness and impatience and
inability to listen to advice. (K.F.)
22. He had searched his small Vega from stem to stern before
leaving the house. He had become sure during the night
that the car was infested with snakes. The search had taken
him 20 minutes – the need to make sure there were no
rattlers or copperheads (or something even more sinister
and exotic) nesting in the darkness of the trunk, dozing on
the fugitive warmth of the engine block, curled up in the
glove compartment. (S.K.)
23. He hadn’t stopped loving her, but the fact he did love her
didn’t mean he had to be with her, and it didn’t mean he
couldn’t love anybody else. or at least it hadn’t meant that,
or he’d thought it hadn’t meant that. (R.B.P.)
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24. Drake was dramatic by nature. He couldn’t help it.
Everything was a crisis, everything was desperate,
everything was vitally important. (M.C.)
25. He couldnʼt forget Dreaʼs death. He couldnʼt forget her
face, or the way her expression had suddenly lit with joy
just as she died. He couldnʼt forget her. Her death had left
an ache in him that he couldnʼt explained, or get rid of.
(L.H.)

SYNTACTIC CONVERGENCE
(ENUMERATION)
Exercise 19. Define the structure of syntactic convergence in
the examples below. Comment on its stylistic effect.
1. It took almost fifteen minutes to get the heavy camera
secured on the tripod. After that, he used a light meter,
calculated the necessary shutter speed and aperture setting,
chose a lens, poked his head beneath the black cloth at the
rear of the camera, used the bellows to adjust the focus, and
compared what he saw to Packardʼs photograph. (D.M.)
2. “I want to know everything about Tony and Brianna,” Jesse
said. “Phone records, credit cards, dates of birth, social
security numbers, previous residences, when they were
married, where they lived before this, where the country
home is where they are not plinking vermin, do they have
relatives, who are their friends, what do the neighbors
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7.

know about them, where he practiced medicine, where they
went to school.” (R.B.P.)
The first intruder – who turned out to be a disgruntled
former employee of Bob Jamesonʼs – wound up with a
broken nose, split lips, four cracked teeth, two crushed
fingers, a fractured knee, and a puncture in his right
buttock. (D.K.)
God, Buddha, The Force, Yahweh, the singularity, the
unicity point – call it whatever you like – the result is the
same. Science and religion support the same truth – pure
energy is the father of creation. (D.B.)
The Indians, the blacks, whites, browns, women, gays, tree
lovers, Christians, abortion activists, Aryans, Nazis,
atheists, hunters, animal lovers, white supremacists, black
supremacists, tax protestors, loggers, farmers – it was a
massive sea of protest. And the riot police gripped their
black sticks. (J.G.)
She performed her daily chores rapidly. She told the cook
what to buy for dinner; decided which rooms the
housemaids would clean; told the groom she would not be
riding today; accepted an invitation for the two of them to
dine with Captain Marlborough and his wife next
Wednesday; postponed an appointment with a milliner; and
took delivery of twelve brassbound trunks for the voyage to
Virginia. (K.F.)
They walked down Madison Avenue. Well-dressed people
hurried by; the sun was shining brightly; hot dog cart and
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pretzel stands seemed to be on every corner; buses and cars
honked at each other; nearly everyone ignored the red
lights and sauntered through the heavy traffic. (M.H.C.)
8. The main cabin of the huge 747 was a nightmarish
semblance of the interior of an airliner – cracked ceilings
and lights, hanging luggage bins, open portholes, piecedtogether bulkheads, mangled lavatories and galleys,
shredded and burned divider curtains, rows of tilted and
ripped seats, carpet patched together on the floor.
Everything was held in place by a framework of wooden
beams and wire netting. (N.D.)
9. They went on past the treasure stalls in which were stored
plates and goblets and bowls of alabaster and bronze
chased with silver and gold, polished bronze mirrors and
rolls of precious silk and linen and woollen cloth that had
long ago rotted to shaggy black amorphous heaps. (W.S.)
10. Only by luck did we stumble on the desert town of El Taj.
I walked through the souk, the alley of clocks chiming, into
the street of barometers, past the rifle-cartridge stalls,
stands of Italian tomato sauce and other tinned food from
Benghazi, calico from Egypt, ostrich-tail decorations, street
dentists, book merchants. We were still mute, each of us
dispersing along our own paths. (M.O.)
11. The stumpy, bow-tied, elbow-patched, Hush-Puppied,
horn-rimmed-glasses-wearing,
white-wine-sipping,
pretentious, thick-necked, wide-assed intellectual fraud
must have been in our house from at least midnight,
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planting explosives and tampering with the cars before at
last venturing to our bedroom after four oʼclock in the
morning to torture us with a Taser. (D.K.)
12. He got up, slapped me in the face, knocked me down,
cussed me, then started kicking me. (J.G.)
13. He collected matchbooks, shells, feathers, bottle caps,
shoelaces, wrapped sugar cubes, and, in a burst of
normality, little steel cars. (L.D.)
14. “Well, it is a core concept in the measurement of sea
levels.” Balder flipped through the stack of papers in front
of him.
15. “How about glacio-hydro-isostatic modeling? Eustatic and
tectonic effects on shoreline dynamics? Holocene
sedimentary
sequences?
Intertidal
foraminifera
distributions?
Carbon
analysis
of
coastal
paleoenvironments? Aminostratigraphy? No? Not ringing a
bell? Let me assure you, sea level is fiercely debated
specialty.” (M.C.)
16. While Dudley lolled around watching and eating ice
cream, Harry cleaned the windows, washed the car, mowed
the lawn, trimmed the flowerbeds, pruned and watered the
roses, and repainted the garden bench. The sun blazed
overhead, burning the back of his neck. Harry knew he
shouldn't have risen to Dudley's bait, but Dudley had said
the very thing Harry had been thinking himself ... maybe he
didn't have any friends at Hogwarts ... (J.K.R.)
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17. She would scream for my father if there was a mouse, or if
the dog threw up, or if something started to boil over on the
stove, or the car wouldn’t start, or a zipper got stuck, or a
window wouldn’t close, or a door wouldn’t open. (R.B.P.)
18. But as soon as she opened the window, a breeze blew in,
carrying the peculiarly satisfying combination of scents that
was so specially New York: the pungent aura of the small
Indian restaurant around the corner, a hint of the flowers
from the terrace across the street, the acrid smell of fumes
from the Fifth Avenue buses, a suggestion of sea air from
the Hudson River. (M.H.C.)
19. My brain held everything I ever knew. Its capacity was
unimaginably vast, bigger than the air around me. I
remembered the alphabet backward, the states, their
capitals. I remembered long conversations with friends and
enemies, the plots and stars of old movies, recipes; the
periodic table from eleventh grade was still there, and
Kubla Khan, Emerson, the complete Donne, hymns I’d
heard in church, jingles, ads, articles I’d read in the bathtub,
instructions off the backs of cleaning product boxes, the
fine print to warranties, the rules of games, insurance
clauses and gardening hints, the particulars of every woman
I had not loved well enough. (L.D.)
20. There <in the room> was a rocking cradle, handsome
bootees, sacques, embroidered bonnets, a long,
embroidered cashmere cloak. There were French-kid button
shoes, a child’s silver cup, gold-lined, and a comb and
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brush with solid sterling-silver handles. There were solidgold baby bib pins with beaded edges, a celluloid baby
rattle and rubber teething ring and a rocking horse painted
dapple grey. There were toy soldiers, brightly colored
wooden blocks and the most beautiful thing of all: a long,
white christening dress. (S.Sh.)
21. This time an entire area of the city was evacuated.
Children and the old, those almost dead, those pregnant,
those who had been brought out of the caves, animals,
valuable jeeps, wounded soldiers out of the hospitals,
mental patients, priests and monks and nuns out of the
abbeys. By dusk on the evening of October22, 1943, only
twelve sappers remained behind. (M.O.)
22. Days three and four <of the exam> would be eight hours
each and cover fifteen areas of substantive law. Contracts,
Uniform Commercial Code, real estate, torts, domestic
relations, wills, estates, taxation, workers’ compensation,
constitutional law, federal trial procedure, criminal
procedure, corporations, partnerships, insurance and
debtor-creditor relations. (J.G.)
23. It was an ancient, mystic transference of power. The
tradition was timeless <…> the secrecy, the folded slips of
paper, the burning of the ballots, the mixing of ancient
chemicals, the smoke signals. (D.B.)
24. Вeyond the treasury there was another alcove lined with
shelves on which stood the ushabi figures: dolls made of
green glazed porcelain or carved from cedarwood. They
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were an army of tiny figures, men and women from all the
trades and professions. There were priests and scribes and
lawyers and physicians, gardeners and farmers, bakers and
brewers, handmaidens and dancing girls, seamstresses and
laundry-maids, soldiers and barbers and common labourers.
(W.S.)
25. In most respects 1989 seemed like a normal year: a Soviet
sub sank in Norway; Tiananmen Square in China; the
Exxon Valderz; Salmon Rushdie sentenced to death; Jane
Fonda, Mike Tyson, and Bruce Springsteen all got
divorced; the Episcopal Church hired a female bishop;
Poland allowed striking unions; Voyager went to Neptune;
a San Francisco earthquake flattened high-ways; and
Russia, the US, France, and England all conducted nuclear
tests. A year like any other. (M.C.)

POLYSYNDETON
Exercise 20. What is the stylistic function of polysyndeton in
the sentences below?
1. We had Watergate and drugs and deteriorating economy,
and racism and sexual discrimination continued despite our
enthusiasm. So we all settled down to deal with reality and
earn a living. (S.P.)
2. Cats slept in the gun turrets looking south. English and
Americans and Indians and Australians and Canadians
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advanced north, and the shell traces exploded and dissolved
in the air. (M.O.)
Xavier Jackson was young, maybe her age, and lean and
dark, and handsome, his features faintly exotic, his skin
olive-tinted. (L.H.)
She’d made them stutter and stammer and sweat blood, and
now it was time for old Roy to take a few punches. (J.G.)
He was nauseated and terrified and revolted, and he felt a
pain in his chest. He looked down to see a young boy of
eight or nine cutting flesh from his underarm with a
pocketknife. And a woman raced forward, screaming for
the others to get out of the way, and she hacked a slice from
the back of his forearm. And then the whole crowd was
upon him, and the knives were everywhere, and they were
cutting and yelling and cutting and yelling and he saw one
knife move toward his eyes, and felt his trousers tugged
down, and he knew nothing more. (M.C.)
They <the planes> came low and very loud and everyone
would stop and look up. (R.B.P.)
And the ground and the dirty buildings on either side fell
away, dropping out of sight as the car rose; in seconds, the
whole of London lay, smoky and glittering, below them.
(J.K.R.)
She was still shaking with cold and weeping softly with
exhaustion and pain and relief. (W.S.)
The medics put on pressure bandages and shot him up with
morphine and nothing much made any sense to him
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afterward. It was a blur of tubes and nurses and bright
lights and descents into darkness, surgeons, frightening
visions, and bad smells and the feel of ocean. One day he
looked around and he was in bed in a hospital. (R.B.P.)
10. “The power of suggesting,” I said, “or false-memory
syndrome, or the desire to please the interrogator, or in this
case, a night sky and an optical illusion. Take your pick.”
(N.D.)
11. The patients and doctors and nurses and equipment and
sheets and towels – all went back down the hill into
Florence and then to Pisa. (M.O.)
12. She knelt in the mud at the water’s edge, shuddering and
shaking and gasping, weak with loss of blood and shock
and the reaction from fear, and peered at the flames through
the veil of her wet hair and the lake water that streamed
into her eyes. (W.S.)
13. There were four lesser partners in his firm besides Nate,
four Josh had hand-picked and hired and mentored and
listened to on some matters of management. (J.G.)
14. At the start of World War Waxx, as we came to call it,
penny and Milo and Lassie and I lived in a fine stone-andstucco house, under the benediction of graceful phoenix
palms, in Southern California. (D.K.)
15. Ginny sobbed retchingly until she was empty of everything
– hate and love and frustration and fulfillment and
disillusionment. (R.R.)
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Exercise 21. Comment on the stylistic effect achieved by
peculiar grouping of homogenous members of the sentence.
1. I must have eaten and slept, bathed and dressed and
watched television and gone to school, but the images and
sounds I actually experienced were in my memory. (D.M.)
2. The dusty air was laden with spicy smells – coffee and
cinnamon, rum and port, pepper and oranges. (K.F.)
3. Dianne was mentally drained and physically beat from
lying in bed with Rick for eight hours, patting and hugging
and cooing and trying to be strong in this damp, dark little
cell. (J.G.)
4. And stay away from the conspiracy theory idiots and their
books, their video-tapes and their Internet lunacy. (N.D.)
5. They carried her farther east than she had ever been in
London, through streets of ever smaller and meaner houses,
to a neighborhood of damp lanes and mud beaches,
unsteady wharves and ramshackle boathouses, high-fenced
timber yards and rickety warehouses with chained doors.
(K.F.)
6. In the centre of the floor stood the altar of cedar tree, the
panels carved with visionary scenes of revelation and
creation, of the temptation and the fall from Eden, and of
the Last Judgement. (W.S.)
7. I invested because I read the play and felt that someone had
managed to capture the essence of Leila: created a
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character who was funny and vulnerable and wilful and
impossible and sympathetic all at the same time. (M.H.C.)
8. During the heat the old Campari umbrellas were placed
once more into their table sockets, and the bandaged and
the wounded and the comatose would sit under them in the
sea air and talk slowly or stare or talk all the time. (M.O.)
9. He was sick of laws and lawyers and courts, of cops and
agents and marshals, of reporters and judges and jailers.
Dammit! (J.G.)
10. As far as he was concerned, his mother was solely a
business partner: brilliant and powerful, devious and
dangerous. (S.Sh.)
11. The room was filled in the centre with a buffet table on
which there was ham and chicken and roast beef and potato
salad and coleslaw and sandwich rolls and a large bowl of
pink punch. (R.B.P.)
12. Beyond the highway, other hills ascended, and over all, the
sky loomed dramatic, bruised and swollen and scarred, and
full of threat. (D.K.)
13. The decor of this place is sort of Palm Beach hotel lobby,
with too many pinks and greens and seashell motifs and
scratchy rugs. (N.D.)
14. Then he began to understand that this had nothing to do
with his breaking detention and going swimming, and
losing his clothing, and being found half naked. (K.F.)
15. They <the planes> came low and very loud and everyone
would stop and look up. (R.B.P.)
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16. It <the room> was stuffy and cluttered, yet nobody could
say it was uncomfortable; there were soft chairs and
footstools, drinks and books, boxes of chocolates and
plump cushions. If Harry had not known who lived there,
he would have guessed at a rich, fussy old lady. (J.K.R.)
17. Your fragile white island that with customs and manners
and books and prefects and reason somehow converted the
rest of the world. (M.O.)
18. He walked through the store, marvelling. There were
agricultural implements, cans of milk and crocks of butter,
cement, fuses and dynamite and gunpowder, crockery,
furniture, guns and haberdashery, oil and paint and varnish,
bacon and dried fruit, saddlery and harness, sheep-dip and
soap, spirits and stationery and paper, sugar and tea and
tobacco and snuff and cigars <...> (S.Sh.)
ELLIPSIS
Exercise 22. What is the syntactic structure of the following
elliptical constructions?
1. “Sounds a lot more interesting than most of the run-of-themill cases I’m expected to advise on,” said Stuart, trying to
draw him out. (J.A.)
2. All three of Mrs. Weasley's sons were taller than she was,
but they cowered as her rage broke over them.
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“Beds empty! No note! Car gone – could have crashed –
out of my mind with worry – did you care? – never, as long
as I've lived – you wait until your father gets home, we
never had trouble like this from Bill or Charlie or Percy –”
(J.K.R.)
She was still in the litigation, still at the same desk, doing
pretty much the same thing but for a different lawyer.
“Who?” Nate demanded. A new guy. A new Litigator.
(J.G.)
Darkness. Pain. Harsh voices. Pain. Rubbing. All over her
body, arms and legs. Like fire rubbed on her body. She
groaned. (M.C.)
All morning she had tried to push Ted’s face from her
mind. Now it filled her vision again. Pain-racked. Angry.
Imploring. Vengeful. (M.H.C.)
Surprised, surveying the room, I said, “He comes here?”
“Seldom dinner. More often lunch.”
“How about that.”
“Heʼs always alone, pays cash.” (D.K.)
Oh, Nicky, I am afraid and excited. Afraid that all our
hopes are vain, and excited that we might have found the
key to Taita’s game. (W.S.)
“Lauren is twenty-five,” Roach said. “Lovely and
accomplished, but foolish in her choice of men.” (R.B.P.)
Was this what being grown-up was about? Dealing with
that hurt? That cost? If it was, she, she hoped she would die
young. (S.K.)
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10. Paintings of her all over Florence. Died of consumption at
twenty-three. He made her famous with Le Stanze per la
Giostra and then Boticelli painted scenes from it. (M.O.)
11. Measure the distance from your shoulder to your
fingertips, and then divide it by the distance from your
elbow to your fingertips. PHI again. Another? Hip to floor
divided by knee to floor. PHI again. Finger joints. Toes.
Spinal divisions. PHI. PHI. PHI. My friends, each of you is
a walking tribute to the Divine Proportion. (D.B.)
12. Been hearing a lot about the anniversary of the discovery,
have you? (L.D.)
13. Optical illusion, according to the CIA. Sounded like
bullshit to me, but the animation looked better than it
sounded. (N.D.)
14. “Rockets?”
“Small ones. Lightweight. About two feet long. They’re
outdated versions of an ‘80s Warsaw Pact device called
Hotfire. Handled, wireguided, solid propellant, range of
about a thousand yards.” (M.C.)
15. She smiled. “Hungry, eh? Been working hard?” (K.F.)
16. If you like analogies, imagine a house that burns down.
Arson or accident? (N.D.)
17. I’ll see you again at the start of the game. A plate of
sandwiches, another slice of cake, and some more Coke
okay with you? (J.A.)
18. We were in the Sand Sea, now and then crossing dry
riverbeds. Nomads, you see. Bedouin. (M.O.)
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19. You had at least a million tied up in that play. Your million
or borrowed money, Syd? (M.H.C.)
20. “It must be some natural preservative,” he decided.
“Painted over the entire surface as a coating. That’s why
the thorns didn’t hold.” (L.D.)
21. A photograph of a second pair of horns like that would
look good on his advertising brochure. Suck in more
clients. (W.S.)
22. They were behind the town, where the laundry hung and
the trash barrels stood. Behind sagging barns with tobacco
ads painted on the siding. Tangles of chicken wire. Gray
scraps of lumber. Rusted stove parts. Oil drums. A sodden
mattress. (R.B.P.)
23. “Nothing like an evening with old gang to make you feel
youʼre in kindergarten,” he said. (S.P.)
24. “So glad you popped in this evening, Robert,” Teabing
said, grinning as if he were having fun for the first time in
years.
25. Sorry to get you involved in this, Leigh. (D.B.)
Exercise 23. Comment on the stylistic function of the elliptical
constructions. Which sentence members have to be restored in
each example?
1. He could smell the oasis before he saw it. The liquid in the
air. The rustle of things. Palms and bridles. The banging of
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tin cans whose deep pitch revealed they were full of water.
(M.O.)
“Did you buy any other cars that day?”
“Yes.”
“How many?”
“A total of two.”
“Two Porsches?”
“Yes.”
“For a total of nearly one hundred and eighty thousand
dollars?”
“Something like that.” (J.G.)
Mr. Rosenthal seemed like an okay guy, straightforward
and cooperative. (N.D.)
Leila. Red hair. Emerald eyes. The pale skin of the natural
redhead. The billowing white satin pyjamas that she’d been
wearing when she died. (M.H.C.)
Well, boys and girls, looks like we pulled off another lucky
one. (W.S.)
“That’s her house she’s coming out of,” he said.
“Rose Avenue,” she said.
“Memory like a steel trap,” he said. (R.B.P.)
“Very flattering,” said Tara, handing the letter to Stuart.
(J.A.)
“So you’ve got child support, man, now listen to me. How
much child support?”
“Five hundred a month” (J.G.)
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9. “The delivery men were attacked by a group of striking
coal heavers, and the Wapping magistrates were alerted.”
“Who by?”
Pym answered: “By the landlord of the Frying Pan tavern,
Mr. Harold Nipper.”
“An undertaker,” said Mack.
The judge said: “And a respectable tradesman, I believe.”
(K.F.)
10. “Very flattering,” said Tara, handing the letter to Stuart.
(J.A.)
11. Then he became momentarily alert. ”Not something wrong
with the baby?” I shook my head in reassurance.
“You’ll see,” I promised. “You’ll be glad I got you up.”
“Want to bet your life on it?” Roger asked with a steely,
unforgiving look, but found his slippers and followed me
down the stairs into the light. (L.D.)
12. It is still terrible out there. Dead cattle. Horses shot dead,
half eaten. People hanging upside down from bridges. The
last vices of war. Completely unsafe. (M.O.)
13. “This place reminds me of a reservation,” I mouthed to
Cobb. And it did. Poor soil, bright colors, dark people,
junked automobiles. In the variety emporium where we
finally stopped, there were the same kind of long-shelf-life
staples that rural Indians are dependent upon. Macaroni,
soup, cereal, and ketchup. Bologna and powdered milk.
There was a deep freeze full of beef cut into fist-size cubes.
Soft drinks, Christmas cookies. (L.D.)
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14. She was a college kid. Came here every summer to work at
the hotel. Worked hard and partied hard. (N.D.)
15. Lieutenant Collet stood alone at the foot of Leigh
Teabing’s driveway and gazed up at the massive house.
Isolated. Dark. Good ground cover . (D.B.)
16. “Got to get upstairs – bit tired,” he said, and the two of
them started pushing their way toward the door on the other
side of the room, which led to a spiral staircase and the
dormitories. (J.K.R.)
17. In plain English, Dr. Daruwalla whispered, “I’m really just
so sorry – I mean, I feel so sorry for you, my dear boy,” he
said.
“Don’t,” Inspector Dhar whispered back. (J.I.)
18. We are straining a bit now. Snapping at gnats like a hungry
trout. (W.S.)
19. He reached for the Courvoisier and brandy snifters.
“Gentlemen?” (M.H.C.)
20. The nurse came back. “Hungry?”
He shook his head. “Not yet.”
“Pain?”
He shook his head. “Just, you know, everywhere.” (M.C.)
21. “Good. So what did you find on it?”
“A complete list of the videos currently on loan and
unlikely to be returned until the beginning of next term.”
(J.A.)
22. “What kind of farm?”
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“Mixed – wheat, some cattle – but no tobacco. We have a
root called the yam grows out there. Never seen it here
there, though.” (K.F.)
23. “I’ve walked further than that,” Burke said, “carrying
more.”
“Enlisted?” Robinson said, as they headed down-town
under the disinterested streetlights.
“Yeah,” Burke said. “You?”
“Commissioned.” (R.B.P.)
24. We provide complete medical and dental coverage for the
entire family. Pregnancies, check-ups, braces, everything.
Paid entirely by the firm. (J.G.)

BREAK-IN-THE-NARRATIVE (APOSIOPESIS)
Exercise 24. Divide the following sentences in the examples of
a) aposiopesis (the utterance is not completed because the
speaker is overwhelmed with emotions) and b) break-in-thenarration (the utterance is not completed because what remains
to be said can be understood by the implication embodied in
what was said). Comment on the role of the context.
1. “Weʼve been going through these people like ... like ...”
“Butter through a knife,” Waxx said, heading back towards
the stairs. (D.K.)
2. Think of the secrecy of the Masons – only the
upper-echelon members knew the whole truth. Galileo
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could have kept Bernini’s true identity secret from most
members… for Bernini’s own safety. (D.B.)
3. “Stroke.” He swallowed hard. “A severe one. They think ...
they think she might be brain dead.” (L.H.)
4. “I’ve scheduled an amino, and if everything is okay …”
She sighed, patted my arm, and sat up. “I know this isn’t on
your agenda, and that’s okay. I can’t see you changing
diapers either. No problem.” (L.D.)
5. “Potter, I think you'd better come with me ...” (J.K.R.)
6. Hey, I saved the other three rolls. Thatʼs still a lot If I can
get them out of here ... ( D.M.)
7. Sometimes I need to feel human. This job … sometimes
it’s comforting to discover that what you thought was an
act of evil was just a tragic accident. (N.D.)
8. “Turn the record over, Kip. Now I will introduce you to
‘How Long Has This Been Going On’, written by – “ He
left an opening for the English patient, who was stymied,
shaking his head, grinning with the wine in his mouth.
(M.O.)
9. “Dead?” Jay sat down again abruptly. The shock was
profound. Father was not yet fifty. “How …?” (K.F.)
10. ”If you’re trying to tell me that Portia hated me then I’ll
just walk away and never talk to again. I know that isn’t
true. But if ...” Ned’s voice trailed away. (St.F.)
11. “Our parents –,” Christina began, leaning over to prick up
the poster. But she got no further. (C.B.C.)
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12. The leash had been tied around the little girl’s neck ...
Around my neck! (G.L.)
13. “I scrubbed him until he was shiny and dressed him, and –
” she broke off and laughed. (B.G.)
14. The moment the stewardess remover his tray, he pressed
the button in his armrest, reclined his seat, and began to
think about Maggie. How he envied the fact that she could
always ... A few minutes later he fell asleep on a plane for
the first time in twenty years. (J.A.)
15. She had been Drea, but now she wasnʼt. She wasnʼt certain
who she was now. Names ... What did names mean? (L.H.)
16. Langdon shook his head. Vernet hardly seemed the type.
“In my experience, there are only two reasons people seek
the Grail. Either they are naive and believe they are
searching for the longlost Cup of Christ …”
“Or?”
“Or they know the truth and are threatened by it. Many
groups throughout history have sought to destroy the
Grail.” (D.B.)
17. “It is the only way to follow out a tortuous train of thought,
the only – “ I boiled over, leaned across the small space
between us, and for some reason that I didn’t stop to
analyze, I gave in to a sudden urge. Instead of making an
outrageous speech, I tweaked his nose. (L.D.)
18. “The gas tank might explode ... ”
“I don’t want to leave,” he said. “I’m not leaving.” (M.C.)
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19. “Sure, but it’s good stuff. No cut and ...” Bo rolled his eyes
and pretended to fall over. (R.B.P.)
20. “Professor, I wanted to watch my sister being Sorted – ”
“The Sorting Ceremony is over,” said Professor
McGonagall. “Your sister is also in Gryffindor."
“Oh, good,” said Ron.
“And speaking of Gryffindor –” Professor McGonagall said
sharply, but Harry cut in: “Professor, when we took the car,
term hadn't started, so – so Gryffindor shouldn't really have
points taken from it – should it?” he finished, watching her
anxiously. (J.K.R.)
21. Nick was yelling now. “Now, shut up! Shut up – “ (S.H.)
22. It made me feel safe, looked after ... like I felt when I first
met Kai. (H.D.)
23. Kate said, “I stayed in the lobby to help, then the firemen
ordered us out, and I looked for you … then the building
collapsed … I remember running … then I must have
passed out from smoke … I woke up in an aid station …
about midnight, I went back to look for you, but I’d lost my
creds, and they wouldn’t let me through the cordon.” She
wiped her eyes and said, “I checked the hospitals and aid
stations … I kept calling your phone, and the apartment …
then I walked home, and you weren’t here … “ She sobbed
and said, “I thought you were dead.” (N.D.)
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Exercise 25. What is the stylistic function of pauses in the
examples below? Pay special attention to differences between
aposiopesis and pauses between completed sentences.
1. I gathered myself. I resisted the urge to be taken in by this
sudden display of charm, this seductive ability that Nash
had developed overnight, this disconcertingly unusual
behavior, this … niceness. But it was impossible. (L.D.)
2. She nodded and said, “Bud convinced me … and he was
right … that dozens of other people had seen this … had
seen the rocket, and the explosion … and that our tape
wasn’t needed as evidence … so why should we give the
videotape to the authorities … ?” She paused. “It’s very
explicit. I mean, even if we were single, or married to each
other … why should anyone see this tape?” (N.D.)
3. Of course, I realize this has all been hardest on the friends
of those who have been ... I quite understand. Yes, Potter,
of course you may visit Miss Granger. (J.K.R.)
4. He groaned. “She was sixteen. He was twenty-three. I can’t
believe ...” He trailed off miserably. (L.Ch.)
5. When she arrived at their Paris home, however, her
grandfather was not there. Disappointed, she knew he had
not been expecting her and was probably working at the
Louvre. But it’s Saturday afternoon, she realized. He
seldom worked on weekends. On weekends, he usually –
Grinning, Sophie ran out to the garage. Sure enough, his
car was gone. It was the weekend. (D.B.)
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6. “If it were known that a man of the reputation of Sir Oliver
Delft might be prepared to take the job on ... ” Barson
Garland let the thought hang. (St.F.)
7. Now of course there was the prospect of Jennifer Haynes,
but she had a boyfriend, she lived in DC, and ... he knew it
would never work. (M.C.)
8. “I can sneak in and out – and I’ve got the men’s clothes I
wore down the mine.” (K.F.)
9. What you find in him are cul-de-sacs within the sweep of
history – how people betray each other for the sake of
nations, how people fall in love ... How old did you say
you were?” (M.O.)
10. “But what you probably don’t see is the Jill that is so ...”
he searched thoughtfully for the right adjective. (R.B.P.)
11. I donʼt know, Hewey. Maybe ... two million in coin
inventory? (D.K.)
12. “Excellent,” said Dexter. “Call me the minute you get your
hands on that video. Then there will be nothing to stop us
eliminating the one person who could still ...” The red
phone on her desk began to ring, and she grabbed it without
compelling her sentence. (J.A.)
13. All right … Ted worked the TWA case, too as you may
know by now… and I knew him from the office … but we
were never involved, which I told you a dozen times, and
which is the truth. (N.D.)
14. Harry had slipped through Voldemort's clutches for a
second time, but it had been a narrow escape, and even
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now, weeks later, Harry kept waking in the night, drenched
in cold sweat, wondering where Voldemort was now,
remembering his livid face, his wide, mad eyes ... Harry
suddenly sat bolt upright on the garden bench. (J.K.R.)
15. “No, he’s –” Addie dropped Delilah’s arm and stared at
Bill. (B.G.)
16. But I didn’t stretch the time out, invent a library period,
say I was practising for my French oral ... I don’t know if
anyone noticed. (H.D.)
17. “I know exactly what I’m doing.”
“Gee, I don’t know...”
“Call back to Weddell. The station chief will confirm it.”
“Well, sir, if you put it that way ... ”
“I do,” Kenner said firmly. “Now get these two people back
to base. Time is wasting.”
“Okay, if you’ll be all right ... ” Bolden turned to Evans and
Sarah. “Then I guess we go. Mount up, folks, and we’ll
head out.” (M.C.)
18. “None. But if he knew something about the pelican brief, I
think he would tell me ... ” The President’s words trailed
off. (J.G.)
19. “Well, that depends. The ones made in Naples are that
way, but the factories in Rome follow the German system.
Of course, Naples, going back to the fifteenth century ... ” it
meant having to listen to the patient talk in his circuitous
way, and the young soldier was not used to remaining still
and silent. He would get restless and kept interrupting the
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pauses and silences the Englishman always allowed
himself, trying to energize the train of thought. (M.O.)
20. Her Dad chuckled. “Pawn it. After the way he treated you
... ” She squeezed his hands and forced a smile. (L.Ch.)
21. And Roger was Violet’s father. I was an expert on what it
was like to grow up without one around. And Roger was …
Roger was somebody I couldn’t hate. (L.D.)
22. You raise money on property <...>, you’ve bought with
money you’ve – It’s like defying gravity on a fairground
ride that pins you to the wall by centrifugal force. (H.D.)
23. Could there be something with enough power to give life
back to a cooling body? If so, that meant ... that meant there
was something after death, that death here wasnʼt the end.
(L.H.)
Exercise 26. Why does one speaker interrupt the other in each
of the examples? Which stylistic devices are used to make the
utterances more emphatic?
1. “Okay .... But actually I’ve already been followed,” Evans
said. “There’s a blue Prius – “
“Those were our guys. I don’t know what they are doing. I
called them off days ago.” (M.C.)
2. “Tell me what you think of my photographs.” Coltrance
was taken by surprise. “Theyʼre, uh ... ”
“Indescribable, evidently.”
“... impressive.” (D.M.)
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3. “But, signore,” Olivetti argued, “we have no idea where–”
“Mr. Langdon is working on that. He seems capable. I have
faith.” (D.B.)
4. “It’s all fun,” he said.
“It is,” she said, “isn’t it. The research, the selection, the
planning, the stalking ... ”
“Every good thing benefits from foreplay,” he said.
(R.B.P.)
5. “I called 911, and I waited until I could hear the sirens
before I left. We arenʼt talking about a few minutes, Drea –
”
“Andie,” she murmured. “Iʼm not her anymore.” (L.H.)
6. “Oh, this doesn't count,” said Ron. “We're only borrowing
this. It's Dad's, we didn't enchant it. But doing magic in
front of those Muggles you live with – ”
“I told you, I didn't – but it'll take too long to explain now.
Look, can you tell them at Hogwarts that the Dursleys have
locked me up and won't let me come back, and obviously I
can't magic myself out, because the Ministry'll think that's
the second spell I've done in three days, so –”
“Stop gibbering,” said Ron. “We've come to take you home
with us.” (J.K.R.)
7. Einarsson raised a sheet of paper. “Yes, and you have
suggested some wording – ”
“Merely a suggestion – “
“That twists truth!”
“Per, with due respect, I feel you are exaggerating – “
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“Am I?” Einarsson turned to the others and began to read.
(M.C.)
8. “The firm has a review plan for each of the fifteen sections
of the bar exam. We’re very thorough. No one in this firm
has ever flunked – “
“I know. I won’t be the first.” (J.G)
9. “I know you love the man, but he’s not an Englishman. In
the early part of the war I was working in Cairo – the
Tripoli Axis. Rommel’s Rebecca spy –”
“What do you mean ‘Rebecca spy’?” (M.O.)
10. “Are you accusing the agency of ...”
“I’m not accusing the agency of anything. The accusation is
leveled at you personally.”
“Mr. President, if this is your idea of a joke ... ”
“Do I look as if I’m laughing?” asked the president, before
hitting the PLAY button again. (J.A.)
11. “If any water gets on that papyrus –”
“Calm down. When we decipher this thing, we can return
their sacred Folio 5.” (D.B.)
12. Maybe he thought it was normal. For a while, I thought it
was normal. I thought every kidʼs father beat up ... (D.M.)
13. “Thank you, Harry”, said Lockhart graciously while they
waited for a long line of Hufflepuffs to pass. “I mean, we
teachers have quite enough to be getting on with, without
walking students to classes and standing guard all night ...”
“That's right,” said Ron, catching on. (J.K.R.)
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RHETORICAL QUESTION
Exercise 27. What is the communicative function of rhetorical
questions in the sentences below? What are the additional
connotations acquired by the lexical units?
1. But how does this guy expect to kill someone at the
Pantheon and get away unnoticed? It would be impossible.
(D.B.)
2. “Do I look stupid?” snarled Uncle Vernon, a bit of fried
egg dangling from his bushy mustache. (J.K.R.)
3. “Make sure you’re not followed from the airport –“
“Why didn’t I think of that?” (N.D.)
4. Even the technology that promises to unite us, divides us.
Each of us is now electronically connected to the globe,
and yet we feel utterly alone. We are bombarded with
violence, division, fracture, and betrayal. Skepticism has
become a virtue. Cynicism and demand for proof have
become enlightened thought. Is it any wonder that humans
now feel more depressed and defeated than they have at
any point in human history? (D.B.)
5. What did the Dursleys care if Harry lost his place on the
House Quidditch team because he hadn't practiced all
summer? (J.K.R.)
6. “Frank has promised to control his son.”
“Why didn’t he do that a year ago? Save everybody a lot of
trouble.” (R.B.P.)
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7. And all the while, you proclaim the church is ignorant. But
who is more ignorant? The man who cannot define
lightning, or the man who does not respect its awesome
power? (D.B.)
8. What wouldn't he give now for a message from Hogwarts?
From any witch or wizard? He'd almost be glad of a sight
of his archenemy, Draco Malfoy, just to be sure it hadn't all
been a dream ... (J.K.R.)
9. Does science hold anything sacred? Science looks for
answers by probing our unborn fetuses. Science even
presumes to rearrange our own DNA. It shatters God’s
world into smaller and smaller pieces in quest of
meaning… and all it finds is more questions. (D.B.)
10. “Who ordered that wagons of coal should be brought down
Wapping High Street at an hour when the taverns are full of
coal heavers? Who sent them to the very coal yard where I
live? Who paid the men who escorted the wagons?” The
judge was trying to break in again but Mack raised his
voice and plowed on. “Who gave them muskets and
ammunition? Who made sure the troops were standing by
in the immediate neighborhood? Who orchestrated the
entire riot?” He swung around swiftly and looked at the
jury. “You know the answer, don’t you?” (K.F.)
11. “I apologize if I have awoken you, Sister,” the abbé said,
his own voice sounding groggy and on edge. “I have a
favor to ask of you. I just received a call from an influential
American bishop. Perhaps you know him? Manuel
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Aringarosa?” “The head of Opus Dei?” Of course I know
of him. Who in the Church doesn’t? (D.B.)
12. What was it to the Dursleys if Harry went back to school
without any of his homework done? (J.K.R.)

EXPRESSIVENESS OF NEGATION
Exercise 28. What makes the negative constructions below
more expressive? What is the stylistic function of negation?
1. <...> then she was given something to swallow and then her
sleep became deeper and deeper until she could hear
nothing and think nothing and was nothing. (R.R.)
2. West of here is the mountains, and on the other side of the
mountains, the wilderness. No newspapers there. No
plantations either. No sheriffs, no judges, no hangmen.
(K.F.)
3. The street stayed empty. No cars moved on it. No people
walked beside it. One yellow cat crossed it with little rapid
steps that made no sound, and disappeared into some
shrubs along the foundation of the house next door to
Jackie’s. There was no wind. No inside sound. No night
birds. No more cats. Dogs didn’t bark. No music. No
domestic disturbance. Burke was motionless. He knew he
could sit like this as long as he had to. (R.B.P.)
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4. He did not see George’s body. In fact, he did not see any
sign of George at all. No disturbance, no path, no bits of
clothing. Nothing. (M.C.)
5. Without the myth, he’s just another man. Not the father of
Manifest Destiny. Not the hand of fate. Not the inevitable
force. Not some agent of God. Just a man whose good luck
was our bad. That’s somebody familiar. That’s somebody
we can handle. (L.D.)
6. If a missile, with or without warhead, passed through here,
there should be some sign of it, but there isn’t. Not here in
the cabin, not on the fuselage skin, not in the center fuel
tank, and not in the air-conditioning units below the fuel
tank. (N.D.)
7. He ran the dial up and along the wires she was holding. No
swerve to negative. No clue. Nothing. He stepped
backwards, wondering where the trick could be. (M.O.)
8. There would be no ceremonial farewell. No coffin draped
with the American flag. No friends and relatives standing
by the graveside to hear the priest extolling the dedication
and public service that had been the hallmark of his career.
No marines raising their rifles proudly in the air. No
twenty-one-gun salute. No folded flag given on behalf of
the president to his next of kin. (J.A.)
9. Robert Langdon had little doubt that the chaos and hysteria
coursing through St. Peter’s Square at this very instant
exceeded anything Vatican Hill had ever witnessed. No
battle, no crucifixion, no pilgrimage, no mystical vision…
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nothing in the shrine’s 2,000-year history could possibly
match the scope and drama of this very moment. (D.B.)
10. Jesse moved slowly from room to room again. He didn’t
open any drawers or closets. He didn’t pick up any
artifacts, he simply moved slowly through the house. He
saw nothing, smelled nothing, heard nothing, felt nothing
that would even hint at why someone had wanted to put
two bullets into Kenneth Eisley’s chest. (R.B.P.)
11. If they could only see him now. Rushed to the airport by
private car, waiting for his private jet to take him anywhere
he wanted to go. No more trailers. No more fights with
subdivision kids. No more notes to Mom, because now she
would be at home. (J.G.)
12. I won’t pretend that wasn’t a blow. (J.K.R.)
13. He thought of killing himself. He had nothing to live for:
no home, no future, no children. (K.F.)
14. Eager to surprise him, she hurried to the front door. When
she got there, though, she found it locked. She knocked.
Nobody answered. Puzzled, she walked around and tried
the back door. It too was locked. No answer.
Confused, she stood a moment and listened. The only
sound she heard was the cool Normandy air letting out a
low moan as it swirled through the valley.
No music.
No voices.
Nothing. (D.B.)
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15. It <the detective agency> did not want the run-of-the-mill
divorce cases in which one spouse was sleeping around and
the other wanted photos. It did not own a polygraph. It did
not snatch children. It did not track down thieving
employees. (J.G.)
16. “Did you find a computer?”
“No,” she said. “There’s nothing there. Nothing at all. No
sleeping bag, no food, no personal effects. Nothing but a
bare tent. The guy’s gone.” (M.C.)
17. But Cobb had been advised of his rights – anything he said
could be used against him – I was not about to admit that
Roger was lost. Not then. Not now. (L.D.)
18. Yeah – we keep sayinʼ that, but nobody does nothinʼ.
(R.R.)
19. London runs on coal – nothing happens here without it: no
bread is made, no beer brewed, no glass blown, no iron
smelted, no horses shod, no nails manufactured – (K.F.)
20. None of them had slept, but nobody was tired. Not even
Morton, and he was sixty-five years old. He didn’t feel the
slightest sense of fatigue. (M.C.)
Exercise 29. Define the structural type of litotes in the
following examples:
Negative particle + negative affix
Not unlike
Not without
Not + too/ entirely/… + adjective or adverb
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Not + word with negative meaning
1. Entering a sealed archive was like going from sea level to
20,000 feet in an instant. Nausea and light-headedness were
not uncommon. (D.B.)
2. The effect was opulent, but not unbearable. (S.P.)
3. I mean, I didn’t dislike this guy – I didn’t even know him –
and I don’t automatically dislike the rich. (N.D.)
4. They had helped seduce him into the firm, and they were
not without blame. (J.G.)
5. The thought did not displease her. (K.F.)
6. His critics liked to call him Beer Belly, but not to his face;
after all, Dhar wasn’t in a bad shape for a guy who was
almost forty. (J.I.)
7. But Hermione had a steely glint in her eye not unlike the
one Professor McGonagall sometimes had. (J.K.R.)
8. Well, she is not without some brain, and I believe she will
be able to survive. (J.G.)
9. I do not entirely disassociate myself from these sorry
masses. (L.D.)
10. “She is nice, isn’t she?”
“Well, yes, she is not ugly at all.” Max tried not to give up
his smile. (Sh.P.)
11. Another soldier appeared behind his compatriot as the first
advanced on the two boys, grabbed them by the necks, not
unlike the chickens, and pulled them out into the corridor ...
(J.A.)
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12. Kohler broke into another coughing fit and knew it might
be one of his last. It was not an entirely unwelcome
thought. (D.B.)
13. I protested her verdict, trying with my eyes to reestablish
the recent mood created by our not-inexpensive lemon
scallops for two. (L.D.)
14. Your theory is not without some truth, but still I have some
doubt. (Sh.P.)
15. Enid was not jobless – she sang twice a week in the street.
(H.D.)
16. She might even have more children; it was not impossible.
(K.F.)
17. We know this Andre Delery is a not unclever man. (R.R.)
18. Dumbledore smiled at Harry and directed him toward a
chair not unlike the one that Slughorn had so recently
impersonated, which stood right beside the newly burning
fire and a brightly glowing oil lamp. (J.K.R.)
19. They imagine they can handle everything. Not unlike a
lawyer who thinks he can open a restaurant simply because
he eats three meals a day. (J.A.)
Exercise 30. Comment on the stylistic function of litotes in the
following examples.
1. A helicopter was not out of the question. The estate could
certainly afford it. If Jevy could find the right village, and
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the right spot to make a landing, Nate would rent a chopper
in an instant. (J.G.)
2. “Tears will do you no good,” I advised, not unkindly.
(L.D.)
3. “Nick is very upset.”
“Well, that’s not unusual for Nick.” (M.C.)
4. He had a meditative expression, Ted decided, not unlike
that of a philosopher confronted with a problem too
difficult to solve. (M.H.C.)
5. “Well, I cannot pretend it does not disgust me a little,” said
Dumbledore. (J.K.R.)
6. Mrs. Thumson frowned and said that had not happened to
her, but it was not uncommon, and she should rest more.
(K.F.)
7. After the doctor had finished probing and pressing with his
old, gnarled, but wonderfully gentle hands, Charlie fell into
a feverish but not unpleasant doze. (S.K.)
8. Layer upon layer had been applied over the centuries to
every inch of the floor, and the pattern effect was not unlike
a monochrome canvas. (L.D.)
9. “But if the police aren’t making any headway, why
wouldn’t they want to enlist your help? They must be
aware of your particular expertise,” said Stuart.
“Because it’s not unknown for the police to be involved at
some level themselves.” (J.A.)
10. “Do you believe that?”
“I don’t disbelieve it.” (W.S.)
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11. Not that it was illegal or unethical, exactly. But Drake
could be imperious, and what he was going to do might
cause embarrassment later on. (M.C.)
12. Four was not an unmanageable number at trial; in fact four
could be persuasive, especially if they all reached the same
conclusions but by different routes. (J.G.)
13. “All right,” said Professor Mc Gonagall, not unkindly, “go
up to the hospital wing, please, Leanne, and get Madam
Pomfray to give you something for shock.” (J.K.R.)
14. Ben Greenbourne isn’t dishonest. He’s just hard: as hard as
iron, and as cold. (K.F.)
15. I told him in no uncertain terms that I asked you to look
into this case ant that you were reluctant to do so, but out of
your loyalty to me, you agreed to check out a few things.
(N.D.)
16. The stairwell lights were out. This was not unusual – our
building super was lazy at best, drunk at worst. (S.P.)

200

UNIT 4. REVISION EXERCISES
Test №1
Which syntactic expressive means and stylistic devices are
used in the following examples to create imagery?
1. Metallic wavelets rippled across the droplet’s surface.
А. Repetition
В. Inversion
C. Ellipsis
D. Parallel Construction
2. “My carʼs about a hundred yards down this gully. Do you
think you can stand?” McCoy winced. “One way to find out.”
А. Repetition
В. Inversion
C. Ellipsis
D. Parallel Construction
3. She was unpleasant?
А. Repetition
C. Ellipsis

В. Inversion
D. Parallel Construction

4. But the harder she focused, the less she understood.
А. Repetition
В. Inversion
C. Ellipsis
D. Parallel Construction
5. He was a powerful man. Dark and potent. Deceptively agile.
А. Polysyndeton
В. Ellipsis
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C. Litotes

D. Detachment

6. It was the smell of wood and incense, of stale food and
excrement, of sweat and piety, of suffering and of sickness.
А. Polysyndeton
В. Ellipsis
C. Litotes
D. Detachment
7. “Ever heard of Cecil Rhodes?” Glick asked.
А. Polysyndeton
В. Ellipsis
C. Litotes
D. Detachment
8. There was no air conditioner, but the fan worked fine and it
was not unpleasant.
А. Polysyndeton
В. Ellipsis
C. Litotes
D. Detachment
9. Hilda looked fascinated, as though she couldn’t wait to know
more, and Racine … it’s funny but he looked like he was
praying himself.
А. Inversion
В. Repetition
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
10. There was something so generously honest about Alvirah
Meehan. Honesty was a rare commodity at the Spa.
А. Inversion
В. Repetition
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis

202

11. There was someone else in the room?
А. Inversion
В. Repetition
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
12. The killer’s eyes glistened, black like oil.
А. Inversion
В. Repetition
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
13. We were shy – they were bold.
А. Repetition
В. Parallel Construction
C. Inversion
D. Litotes
14. Sitting in the warm little church, finally safe from the
uncertainties of his great adventure, safe from fevers and
storms, safe from dangers of D.C., safe from his addictions,
safe from spiritual extinction, Nate realized that for the first
time in memory he was at peace.
А. Repetition
В. Parallel Construction
C. Inversion
D. Litotes
15. She is not stupid at all.
А. Repetition
C. Inversion

В. Parallel Construction
D. Litotes

16. Restlessly, he switched on the television-set and in reflex
gesture switched it off.
А. Repetition
В. Parallel Construction
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C. Inversion

D. Litotes

17. This man had been coldly sane. Logical.
А. Parallel Construction
В. Ellipsis
C. Aposiopesis
D. Detachment
18. “Where is Mr. O’Riley?” he asked. His irritation was
obvious. “Upstairs in his room,” Jevy answered, then took
another sip.
А. Parallel Construction
В. Ellipsis
C. Aposiopesis
D. Detachment
19. “Itʼs too risky for you to – ”
“Fine. Donʼt tell me. Iʼll look it up in the newspaper.”
А. Parallel Construction
В. Litotes
C. Aposiopesis
D. Detachment
20. It was the smell of wood and incense, of stale food and
excrement, of sweat and piety, of suffering and of sickness.
А. Parallel Construction
В. Ellipsis
C. Aposiopesis
D. Detachment
21. “Our phones are tapped?”
А. Inversion
C. Ellipsis

В. Litotes
D. Parallel Construction
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22. Faces in the chapel simply stared. No one moved. No one
spoke.
А. Inversion
В. Litotes
C. Ellipsis
D. Parallel Construction
23. He was at Central Headquarters at least 20 hours a day, it
seemed, and it was not uncommon for cops to stop him and ask
what was going on.
А. Inversion
В. Litotes
C. Ellipsis
D. Parallel Construction
24. What did they call it on the TV cop shows? A rap sheet?
Loitering, illegal possession, trespass, failure to respond to an
officer of the law?
А. Inversion
В. Litotes
C. Ellipsis
D. Parallel Construction
25. Bob, the spirit of a skeptical America, was unpersuaded.
А. Inversion
В. Parallel Construction
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
26. Equally as bizarre was the series of numbers.
А. Inversion
В. Parallel Construction
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
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27. It was the cornerstone of their ability to stay secret… very
few knew the whole story.
А. Inversion
В. Parallel Construction
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
28. There was relief in the escape, from Walnut Hill and
Sergio, from the city and its grind, from the past troubles with
the last wife and the bankruptcy, and from the current mess
with IRS.
А. Inversion
В. Parallel Construction
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
29. The object, the crown, did not belong to us – that was
clearly understood.
А. Litotes
В. Ellipsis
C. Detachment
D. Polysyndeton
30. She’d made them stutter and stammer and sweat blood, and
now it was time for old Roy to take a few punches.
А. Litotes
В. Ellipsis
C. Detachment
D. Polysyndeton
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Test № 2
Which syntactic expressive means and stylistic devices are
used in the following examples to create imagery?
1. You are a good man. You have a good heart a good mind.
You just need some help.
А. Repetition
В. Polysyndeton
C. Inversion
D. Ellipsis
2. Like wives and big verdicts, he could now compare them.
А. Repetition
В. Polysyndeton
C. Inversion
D. Ellipsis
3. She was tired of running and being chased; tired of playing
reporter with Gray; tired of wondering who did what and why;
tired of the guilt for writing the damned thing; tired of buying a
new toothbrush every three days.
А. Repetition
В. Polysyndeton
C. Inversion
D. Ellipsis
4. "Little old for cartoons, aren’t you?" Vittoria asked, without
opening her eyes.
А. Repetition
В. Polysyndeton
C. Inversion
D. Ellipsis
5. This was not unexpected because when the obituary was
over there would be little to say.
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А. Repetition
C. Litotes

В. Ellipsis
D. Detachment

6. She was supposed to be questioning him, but instead he was
interrogating her.
А. Repetition
В. Ellipsis
C. Litotes
D. Detachment
7. Four of the men were black. All were approximately his age:
Mid thirties.
А. Repetition
В. Ellipsis
C. Litotes
D. Detachment
8. The guard nodded. “Don’t spill any. Smells like heaven, but
burns like hell.”
А. Repetition
В. Ellipsis
C. Litotes
D. Detachment
9. “And he’s coming back ...” She shrugged. “Who knows.”
А. Aposiopesis
В. Parallel Construction
C. Repetition
D. Inversion
10. Every year, this aged old hat, patched, frayed, and dirty,
sorted new students into the four Hogwarts houses (Gryffindor,
Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw, and Slytherin).
А. Aposiopesis
В. Parallel Construction
C. Repetition
D. Inversion
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11. He was very firm about it, and she heard the firmness in his
voice.
А. Aposiopesis
В. Parallel Construction
C. Repetition
D. Inversion
12. Trials had been postponed; other depositions wiggled out
of; important deadlines delayed yet again, briefs shoved off on
other partners; vacations happily put off until summer.
А. Aposiopesis
В. Parallel Construction
C. Repetition
D. Inversion
13. I’m well acquainted with Bart, of course. Done a fair
amount of business with the man over the years.
А. Rhetorical question
В. Ellipsis
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
14. It’s all fun and games, isn’t it Gray? <...> The bullets will
bounce off, won’t they?
А. Rhetorical question
В. Ellipsis
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
15. But who knows how long ...? Where will you go?
А. Rhetorical question
В. Ellipsis
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
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16. Her face would be full of exaggerated gestures – pursed
lips and improvised sign language – and he would answer in
kind.
А. Rhetorical question
В. Ellipsis
C. Detachment
D. Aposiopesis
17. “I haven’t heard that phrase for a long time,” she said,
laughing. Mack could not help laughing with her. She turned
away, still chuckling.
А. Parallel Construction
В. Litotes
C. Ellipsis
D. Repetition
18. “No such thing as bad press,” Kohler would always say.
А. Parallel Construction
В. Litotes
C. Ellipsis
D. Repetition
19. He thought they showed black outcrops against snow. I
didn’t disagree with him.
А. Parallel Construction
В. Litotes
C. Ellipsis
D. Repetition
20. “Youʼre going to have to feel comfortable with this,”
Coltrane said. “Youʼre going to have to learn how to use it.”
А. Parallel Construction
В. Litotes
C. Ellipsis
D. Repetition

210

21. “What are you doing?” Jennifer blurted. “You canʼt show
yourself!”
А. Polysyndeton
В. Rhetorical Question
C. Inversion
D. Detachment
22. Off you go, Mrs. Street.
А. Polysyndeton
C. Inversion

В. Rhetorical Question
D. Detachment

23. Now he, too, shrank back into the shell of his official,
public self: the full professor, above all questions. The
authority. It was the side of him I found less attractive.
А. Polysyndeton
В. Rhetorical Question
C. Inversion
D. Detachment
24. Actually what we do is eat, and drink, and talk about kids,
and how they doing in school and who oughta be president and
how taxes are looking, and did you hear Jack Benny last night?
А. Polysyndeton
В. Rhetorical Question
C. Inversion
D. Detachment
25. When she stretched, she reached for something. When she
bent, she returned upright with an object in her arms. When she
ran, she had a purpose. When her body rested, her mind
worked.
А. Repetition
В. Ellipsis
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C. Parallel Construction

D. Litotes

26. He was not unhappy.
А. Repetition
C. Parallel Construction

В. Ellipsis
D. Litotes

27. The office smelled of fresh paint. “Just moved in?” he said.
“Couple of weeks ago”.
А. Repetition
В. Ellipsis
C. Parallel Construction
D. Litotes
28. It was the age of country-house living and weekend guests
were expected to conform to a ritual. Men dressed for
breakfast, changed for midmorning lounging, changed for
lunch, changed for tea – to a velvet jacket with satin piping –
and changed to a formal jacket for dinner.
А. Repetition
В. Ellipsis
C. Parallel Construction
D. Litotes
29. I’ve got three hours to write the biggest story of my career.
A story that will shock the world. The story that could bring
down a presidency. A story that will solve the assassinations. A
story that will make me rich and famous.
А. Polysyndeton
В. Inversion
C. Repetition
D. Aposiopesis
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30. Wayne Tarrance had improved his wardrobe by Friday of
Cayman week. Gone were the straw sandals and tight shorts
and teenybop sunglasses. Gone were the sicky-pale legs. now
they were bright pink, burned beyond recognition.
А. Polysyndeton
В. Inversion
C. Repetition
D. Aposiopesis
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UNIT 5. COMPLEX STYLISTIC
ANALISYS EXERCISES
Exercise 1. Which stylistic devices are used in the following
examples? Which lexical units are culturally bound? What
information about English language culture do you need to
decipher the stylistic devices used?
1. Royan looked up at the holocaust that enveloped their
home, and she shook her head. (W.S.)
2. The news had spread like Nero’s fire. (D.B.)
3. “I’m a cop,” Jesse said. “All I know is how to drink from is
Styrofoam.” (R.B.P.)
4. “I’ll stick to you like a Scotchman to a five-pound note,”
Nora said in her cockney accent, then she changed to an
upper-class drawl ... (K.F.)
5. This was a Norman Rockwell moment for the twenty-first
century: a boy and his dog surfing the Internet. (D.K.)
6. It’s obvious the Fibbies have changed their strategy, and
it’s time for us to change as well. Lazarov wants us to
circle the wagons and plug the leaks. We can’t sit back and
wait for them to pick off our boys. (J.G.)
7. Bingo! I closed my eyes, blessed Columbus for his big
mouth. In one sentence he had by extension recognized
every native tribe and nation. (L.D.)
8. “Yeah, I’m a detective, too, sport. But I followed orders.”
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“What if they’re not lawful orders?”
“Don’t pull that John Jay shit on me. I’m a lawyer.” (N.D.)
9. Rising in the recess to his left, gargantuan from this
vantage point, was the very thing that had brought him
here. (D.B.)
10. Snape looked as though Christmas had been canceled.
(J.K.R.)
11. Min would be on the warpath with a hatchet. Or with
scissors and paste? (M.H.C.)
12. “Tell me about all of that,” Lauren said.
“I was in the Marine Corps,” Burke said. ”I got shot. I
came home. I got divorced.”
Lauren waited. Burke didn’t say anything else. Lauren
laughed.
“You should work for Reader’s Digest,” she said. (R.B.P.)
13. Especially an insolent brat like Gray Grantham, who was
standing in front of Mr. Feldman’s door, guarding like a
Doberman. (J.G.)
14. “If there’s anything worse than a limousine liberal,”
Morton said, “it’s a Gulfstream environmentalist.” (M.C.)
15. His plan was to give us a big send-off along the road past
the seven pylons to the happy hunting grounds. (W.S.)
16. I was not Professor Higgins to her Eliza Doolittle – it was
not nearly so extreme as that – but there were any number
of ways in which I could be helpful, if only she would
permit me. (L.D.)
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17. I turned off my cell phone and waited in front of the
apartment building, which seemed like a decent place on a
nice tree-lined street, within walking distance of the
University of Pennsylvania, an expensive Ivy League
school. (N.D.)
18. Lights would begin winking out as soon as the ten oʼclock
news went off, because these people, by and large, werenʼt
part of the Leno and Letterman crowd. (L.H.)
Exercise 2. Comment on the extraliguistic information which
enables the researcher to decipher the stylistic devices in the
examples below.
1. “Who’s a bad influence on whom?” he protested. “Some of
those jokes of hers turned the Stilton a richer shade of the
blue”. (W.S.)
2. At the same instant, the metal crutch that had been sliding
out from under the man seemed to accelerate, cutting a
wide arc through the air toward Silas’s leg. … Teabing
hobbled over. “You were rescued by a knight brandishing
an Excalibur made by Acme Orthopedic.” (D.B.)
3. But Daniel was now twenty-three, a college grad, hanging
around with the likes of Ms Bulimia over there, and it was
time for him to sink or swim on his own. (J.G.)
4. She was engaged in the quixotic task of removing
potentially rusty metal staples from precious pages,
replacing them with plastic clips. (L.D.)
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5. He said, “There were a few public hearings. Lots of press
conferences.“
“But nothing judicial or congressional.” He smirked.
“You mean, like the Warren Commission? Shit, I still don’t
know who killed JFK.” (N.D.)
6. Jesse took some Kleenex out of the glove compartment and
put them on the dashboard in front of her. (R.B.P.)
7. Dynasty and Dallas were getting long in the tooth.
(M.H.C.)
8. It was easy enough to be civil to Danny for a few minutes
out here in the park, but if he stayed overnight Kingo and
his lotus-eating friends would soon get fed up with
Donny’s coarse clothes and working-class concerns, then
they would snub him and he would be hurt. (K.F.)
9. Mrs. Mason screamed like a banshee and ran from the
house shouting about lunatics. (J.K.R.)
10. <...> he approached one of the mediaevalists who had
befriended him – who had once simply talked with him and
shared him some Spam – and promised to show him
something in return for his kindness. (M.O.)
11. He now looked like Mount Vesuvius about to erupt. (D.B.)
12. It took me a while to learn that, if she was offended in any
way, Vivian’s mind worked like the San Andreas fault: it
had diminishing aftershocks, usually late at night or just
before dawn, and then gradually returned to normal. (L.D.)
13. He’s looking not for a Molotov cocktail thrown through a
window. (N.D.)
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Exercise 3. What stylistic devices make up stylistic
convergence in the examples below? Comment on the stylistic
effect achieved.
1. Olivetti wheeled to the camerlegno, his insect eyes flashing
rage. “Signore, I cannot in good conscience allow this to go
any further. Your time is being wasted by pranksters. The
Illuminati? A droplet that will destroy us all?” (D.B.)
2. Ginny paced the confines of the cold and white room like
an angry lioness, her cloud of copper hair swinging to her
waist. Her lamplit reflection first scowled and then smiled
back at her as she rehearsed the role she would play in the
evening. (R.R.)
3. “It only takes one phone call,” said Jackson, “off the
record, of course – and suddenly you find you’ve been
removed from any short list. I’ve always been wary of
speaking ill of the living, but in Helen Dexter’s case I’m
happy to make an exception.” (J.A.)
4. Now, despite his age, he was as lean and fit and vital as a
racing greyhound. (W.S.)
5. The lead-gray sky of the previous afternoon, which had
looked as flat and uniform as a freshly painted surface, was
deteriorating. Curls of clouds peeled back, revealing darker
masses, and beards of mist hung like tattered cobwebs from
a crumbling ceiling. (D.K.)
6. I belong to the lost tribe of mixed bloods, that hodgepodge
amalgam of hue and cry that defies easy placement. When
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DNA of my various ancestors – Irish and Coeur d’Alene
and Spanish and Navajo and God knows what else –
combined to form me, the result was not some genteel,
indecipherable puree that comes from a Cuisinart. You
know what they say on the side of the Bisquick box, under
instructions for pancakes? Mix with fork. Leave lumps.
That was me. (L.D.)
7. He swept into Pamela’s Tea Room, his arm in a sling from
an accident with guncotton, and shepherded in his clan –
secretary, chauffeur and sapper – as if they were his
children. (M.O.)
8. A wave of bittersweet memory swept over me and I closed
my eyes to keep tears at bay. Then the dream started falling
apart. (S.P.)
9. He missed Hogwarts so much it was like having a constant
stomachache. He missed the castle, with its secret
passageways and ghosts, his classes (though perhaps not
Snape, the Potions master), the mail arriving by owl, eating
banquets in the Great Hall, sleeping in his four-poster bed
in the tower dormitory, visiting the gamekeeper, Hagrid, in
his cabin next to the Forbidden Forest in the grounds, and,
especially, Quidditch, the most popular sport in the
wizarding world (six tall goal posts, four flying balls, and
fourteen players on broomsticks). (J.K.R.)
10. A slow, hard anger that now seemed to be part of his
persona made him want to lash out at them. Lash out at
them? The Lawyer who supposedly would win his case?
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The friend who had been his eyes and ears and voice these
last months? (M.H.C.)
11. Jensen was not fond of women. He was neutral on prayer,
sceptical of free speech, sympathetic to tax protestors,
indifferent to Indians, afraid of blacks, tough on
pornographers, soft on criminals, and fairy consistent in his
protection of the environment. (J.G.)
12. There was barbecued beef, lamb steaks, chicken and duck.
There were bubbling earthen pots of chilli, and whole
lobsters; crabs and corn on the cob were cooking in the
ground. There were baked potatoes and yams and fresh
peas in the pod, six kinds of salads, home-made hot
biscuits, and corn bread with honey and jam. (S.Sh.)
13. It felt as though he was being sucked down a giant drain.
He seemed to be spinning very fast – the roaring in his ears
was deafening – he tried to keep his eyes open but the whirl
of green flames made him feel sick – something hard
knocked his elbow and he tucked it in tightly, still spinning
and spinning – now it felt as though cold hands were
slapping his face – squinting through his glasses he saw a
blurred stream of fireplaces and snatched glimpses of the
rooms beyond – his bacon sandwiches were churning inside
him – he closed his eyes again wishing it would stop, and
then – he fell, face forward, onto cold stone and felt the
bridge of his glasses snap. (J.K.R.)
14. The colonists complained about it constantly. Although
they continued to buy the convicts – such was the shortage
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of cheap labour out there – they resented the mother
country dumping its riffraff on them, and blamed the
convicts for increasing crime. (K.F.)
15. He forced a smile and continued, “Beyond that, you had
the FBI being totally arrogant – pushing around the NTSB
[National Transportation Safety Board] people and even the
Navy and the Coast Guard, and the local police, and that
led to a lot of bad feelings and bruised egos, and that led to
a lot of whispered rumors about cover-up, missing
evidence, bad investigation techniques, and you name it.
Then the CIA got involved, and I don’t have to tell you
how many red flags that raised. Basically, this case was a
round-robin f…ing contest at every level. Add to that the
victims’ families and the news media, and you’ve got a
situation that gets people hurt and angry. Bottom line,
though, everyone got their shit together, and the
investigation reached the right conclusion.” He said, “It
was an accident.” (N.D.)
16. But he kept a straight face, even managed to look sad with
the rest of them. Marty and Joe and their young widows
and fatherless children. Marty and Joe, two young wealthy
lawyers expertly killed and removed before they could talk.
Marty and Joe, two promising sharks eaten by their own.
Voyles had told Mitch to think of Marty and Joe whenever
he saw Oliver Lambert. (J.G.)
17. The Illuminati, like a serpent from the forgotten depths of
history, had risen and wrapped themselves around an
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ancient foe. No demands. No negotiation. Just retribution.
Demonically simple. Squeezing. A revenge 400 years in the
making. It seemed that after centuries of persecution,
science had bitten back. (D.B.)
18. Before doing anything else, I carried them carefully to the
ell of Roger’s high-tech home office, and carefully laid
them – first one, then the other – onto the glass surface of
his copying machine. A pressed button, a whrrr, the
procedure repeated, and into the tray slid two copies. (L.D.)
19. She could hear her own voice flowing away from her what an odd experience! It grew softer and fainter until she
couldnʼt hear it at all and felt herself start to float again,
down, down and further down until the bright surface she
had almost reached was drowned in blackness and she must
have fallen asleep again. (R.R.)
20. “And I have to say,” she continued, “it’s guys like you smart and unscrupulous and immoral – who have made our
environment the polluted mess that it now is. So let’s just
get that on the table right away. I don’t like you, Mr.
Kenner. I don’t like you personally, and I don’t like what
you do in the world, and I don’t like anything you stand
for.” (M.C.)
Exercise 4. Which stylistic devices were used in the following
examples? Comment on the stylistic effect achieved.
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1. He dealt in facts, in hard reality, in what was. Reality was
solid. He could depend on reality, depend on it being a
cold, hard bitch. That was okay with him, because he was a
cold, hard bastard. They were a good pair. (L.H.)
2. He felt a wave of nausea, and turned away, pushing back
through the crowd. The faces stared past him, impassive or
annoyed. But nobody even glanced at him. They were all
looking at the body. (M.C.)
3. And then, exactly a year ago, Hogwarts had written to
Harry, and the whole story had come out. Harry had taken
up his place at wizard school, where he and his scar were
famous ... but now the school year was over, and he was
back with the Dursleys for the summer, back to being
treated like a dog that had rolled in something smelly.
(J.K.R.)
4. Mortati could feel himself leaning forward in his seat. He
and the other cardinals and people around the world were
hanging on this priest’s every utterance. The camerlegno
spoke with no rhetoric or vitriol. No references to scripture
or Jesus Christ. He spoke in modern terms, unadorned and
pure. Somehow, as though the words were flowing from
God himself, he spoke the modern language… delivering
the ancient message. In that moment, Mortati saw one of
the reasons the late Pope held this young man so dear.
(D.B.)
5. Ginny was far too busy with her own thoughts and
frustrations to be aware of any of her stepmotherʼs turmoil.
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6.

7.

8.

9.

Steve – with that unpleasant young creature Ana of all
people ... and more than likely it was with her that heʼd
been last night. Was there no end to his perfidy, his string
of women? And why must she be expected to endure it?
Had the daggers her narrow green eyes were throwing been
real, her husband would have died of a thousand wounds
already. (R.R.)
I’ve seen murderers go free and a hundred other crimes go
unsolved or unpunished. I’ve seen witnesses lying under
oath, sloppy police work, inept prosecutors, incompetent
forensic work, outrageous defense attorneys, imbecilic
judges, and brainless juries. (N.D.)
They were not romantic people. They have survived the
Fascists, the English, Gauls, Goths and Germans. They had
been owned so often it meant nothing. (M.O.)
The main house had grand reception rooms – drawing
room, dining room, and even a ballroom – and spacious
bedrooms upstairs, but the whole interior needed
redecoration. There was much once fashionable imported
furniture, and faded silk hangings and worn rugs. The air of
lost grandeur about the place was like a smell of drains.
(K.F.)
“Look who’s talking.”
He stared at me and said, “We have something in common,
Corey – we’re loners. But we get the job done better than
the team players we work with and the political wimps we
work for. You and I don’t always tell the truth, but we
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know the truth, and we want the truth. And I’m the only
guy who will tell you the truth, and maybe I’m the only guy
who you’ll believe.” (N.D.)
10. I own a tall glass building in which I sit, and 97 percent of
the company housed in it, below me, and the land around it
half a mile in three directions, and the two thousand people
who work here and the other twenty thousand who do not,
and I own the pipeline under the land that brings gas to the
building from my fields in Texas and I own the utility lines
that deliver electricity, and I lease the satellite unseen miles
above by which I once barked commands to my empire
flung far around the world. My assets exceed eleven billion
dollars. (J.G.)
11. As I lay, eyes open, waiting for the impulse to rise, dress,
collect Violet and go, I pondered for the hundredth time the
alternative life of this place. A land of fresh-squeezed
orange juice, Nova Scotia salmon, Sunday crossword
puzzles completed while propped against goosedown kingsize pillows. Pedicures. Electronic music. And most of all,
long stretches of quiet. (L.D.)
12. All this occurred before the sapper entered their lives, as if
out of this fiction. As if the pages of Kipling had been
rubbed in the night like a magic lamp. A drug of wonders.
(M.O.)
13. The first hour was critical. Fugitives were predictable the
first hour after escape. They always needed the same thing.
Travel. Lodging. Cash. The Holy Trinity. Interpol had the
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power to make all three disappear in the blink of an eye.
(D.B.)
14. The air was still, wet, and stupefying hot. The jungle
buzzed, as incessant background drone of insects. Halfway
up the slope, it began to rain, lightly at first and then a
stupendous tropical downpour. In a moment they were
drenched. Water streamed down the hillside. It was slippier
than ever. (M.C.)
15. It’s because he came here with an attitude, a power
attitude, and he imposed it. First on Indians, then on the
land. It was like ‘I’m it. You’re shit’, and that’s the way it’s
been ever since. I think different, see? Anglos aren’t ‘it’.
We’re not even it. Human beings aren’t it. (L.D.)
16. “What are you talking about?” said Harry.
“The diary,” said Riddle. “My diary. Little Ginny's been
writing in it for months and months, telling me all her
pitiful worries and woes – how her brothers tease her, how
she had to come to school with secondhand robes and
books, how” – Riddle's eyes glinted. “How she didn't think
famous, good, great Harry Potter would ever like her...”
All the time he spoke, Riddle's eyes never left Harry's face.
There was an almost hungry look in them. (J.K.R.)
17. But if he refrained, might he not always regret it? Next
time Father humiliated him by showing preference for
Robert, would he not grind his teeth and wish with all his
heart that he had solved the problem when he could and
wiped his loathsome sibling off the face of the earth? (K.F.)
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18. They knew he ran four miles a day, did not smoke, was
allergic to sulphites, had no tonsils, had a blue Mazda, had
a crazy mother and no once threw three interceptions in one
quarter. They knew he took nothing stronger than aspirin
even when he was sick, and that he was hungry enough to
work a hundred hours a week if they asked. They liked
him. He was good-looking, athletic-looking, a man’s man
with a brilliant mind and a lean body. (J.G.)
19. And through all Tessaʼs anxiety and sorrow was threaded
the usual worry, like an itchy little worm: Fats, and how
she was going to avert explosion, how she would make him
come with them to the burial, or how she might hide from
Colin that he had not come – which might, after all, be
easier. (J.K.R.)
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12. Loise Erdrich-Michael Dorris – (L.D.)
13. Ken Follet – (K.F.)
14. Stephen Fry – (St.F.)
15. Billie Green – (B.G.)
16. John Grisham – (J.G.)
17. Sam Hamm – (S.H.)
18. Linda Howard – (L.H.)
19. John Irwing – (J.I.)
20. Stephen King – (S.K.)
21. Dean Koontz – (D.K.)
22. G. Lazuta – (G.L.)
23. David Morrell – (D.M.)
24. Michael Ondaatje – (M.O.)
25. Sara Paretsky – (S.P.)
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26. Robert B. Parker – (R.B.P.)
27. Rosemary Rogers – (R.R.)
28. J.K. Rowling – (J.K.R.)
29. Sidney Sheldon – (S.Sh.)
30. Wilbur Smith – (W.S.)
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